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numerous than on the Lord c- 


5 nor more diverſely handled : 
Not a+ few wel-diſpoſed Perſons yet 
complain they are at a loſs, not fo 


much which to make ule of, as that 
they know not how to form Directions 
into appoſite Meditations : they ſeque- 


ſter themſelves, they ſit, they ſeem to 


reflect as others; but know not what 
to ſay in themſelves, to their great diſ- 
comfort and diſcouragement. The 
enſuing Manual is ſo di. 


. * 


 MondelvalfwnaSbrvve: Pratlical TY 
.. DromeFreatzfeare none more 


— 


2 of 7 1 * * 
x, 3 * 7 * by l A 3 Bk "4 
* y _— 2 r „ - 2 
- 2 br 8 3 3 2 1 
* 0 * 4 wt L. . 
= 4 » — AB 6h treats, 1.) Hf - 8 — — 
2 P 1 8 — 
—ͤ— 2 — 4 —— — * 2 — OT: — 
— A — . di. wn, vw — * 
- 2 3 


hope they Fill der cb. emn, but Mey 
and pardon me, I was no bett 


I be Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 


geſted for their Aſſiſtance; and pre- 
ſented to your ſelf, not as one that 


needs it, but the Compoſer a better evi- 
dence of his great eſteem of a Perſon 
ſo conſtant, ſo devout a Communicant, 


fo eminently Charitable, fo rarely Tem- 


per d, ſo truly Honourable. Ik it dif. 


pleaſe any, I borrow of ſo many, to 


diſcharge one great Deli; met inks 


my Honeſty in owning it may ſatisfie 


their allowing me alſo to make the be/# 


uſe of theits Irre able; and if _ 
be a Lad one, tis à right- and errour; | 


why <> 4 10 bert 


visd; my ambition Being not 70 * 


pear in Publick, but to be publicłly 


uſeful, and to jet the World know 
how much! am, 


STR, 
Tour great Admiter, | 


and humble Servant. 
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= T0: TS - th? 
A hough the enſuing Treatiſe was 
'® deſigned to be u 4 _ into pub- 
lick view, without any other Epiſtle 
than that Dedicatory, to one, who was 
for no other witneſſes of his Eminent 
Piety, than thoſe two, which are more 
than ten thouſand, God, and Conſci. 
ence : yet it is found requiſite to aduer- 
tiſe thoſe who are willing tomake uſe of it, 
1. As to that part of Preparation 
which reſpetts Humiliation for Sin, mat. 
ter enough for which every ene may find 


thereby examining his manifold breaches. 


of the Law and Goſpel; yet the Come 
municant in an eſpecial manner is to re- 
fect upon, and to be deeply humbled 
for his own Iniquities, and particular 
Failings ſince the foregoing Commu- 
nion: but no exact Example could be 
given of what himſelf is only conſcious. + 


Wo + Premonition, &c. 


2. For Prayers the Week before, and 


Morning of the Communion, they relate 


Cor memory ſake) tothe requiſite Graces 
and Ends in going tothe Ordinance, 
3. More Matter is provided than I 


doubt will be ſpent at the time of Recei- 


ving in this Frozen Age, ſo deviated 
from the Prim tive, when of Chriſtians 


{till partook of that one Cup; -yet thoſe 
that (notwithſtanding all endeavours) 
have Memories /o unfaithful, as they 


dare not truſt, may (for ought I know) 


by Book make uſe of ſo much of that they 


judge moſt pertinent,as the ſpaces between 


joining with the Miniſter will permit. 
4. A Prayer before, and another af- 


ter the Sacrament, with more particu- 


lar Directions and Meditations for the 
time of Receiving, is added in this Edi- 


tion, to ſatzsfie thoſe who thought them 
wanting (though the Author 2 


id not) in 
the firſt. 3 
5. If any thing be judged unſuitable, 


becauſe not uſual, there is Matter enough 


beſides : They are left to their liberty 


that are not of my mind. 


1 


. 
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HE neceſſity of Frequent Receiving, the 
Lord's Supper, page 1 
How we may be Habitually prepared for it, 20 
Fm Actually we are to prepare our  ſehues in 
the general, 2 


More particularly, we are 


To ſequeſter our ſelves from all ner lab * | 
-  cerns, Is 


To examine aui ſelves, and how, 38 
To humble our ſelves for all our Si inc, 44 


To pray for, and endeavour earneſtly after 
requiſite Qualifications: Le 


oly Reverence and Humility, "508 

3 Saving 1 | 64 
3. Sincere R =_ 65: 
4. New Obediense, | 66 

2 Inward Parity, | — 68 
6. Lively Faith, „ 


7. Fervent C d,, 
8. Hearty Thanks aud Prai 77 | 74 

9. Spiritual Hunger and Thirſt, 76 
How tocloſe the Evening before the Sec: add 7 


Suitable Meditations far the Morning, before 
we go to receive, 


How to fix our Souls, and inflame. them Eg 
Love to our Redeemer, 89,91 


Em we are to renew aud keceive a quick and: 
lively ſenſe of the ſeveral Ends. {YN this Sacra- 


ment, and of ours in going, 10K 
Noamely, 1 

1. To ſtrengthen onr Iner May, 0m 

2+ To maintgin and evidence our Union and Cum. 


AS 
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Suitable Meditations as we are going to Charch, 
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The Ste | 


mutionwith Chrift and his Members 1051 ro | 


3. To commemorate his Death, \ 
4. To make our Perſonal Claim to the New! G5 


Venant, 110 


116 


Suitable a! bed Prayers as ſoon as we 
come to the Lord's Table, 


When the reſt of the C. ongregation hee . "rhe 


Conmmiunicants alone, 27 


Whey the Miniſter is come to the Lord's Table, "==. 
= When the Miniſter is coming towards us, 134 


When we receive the Bread, | 136 
When we receive the Cup, 149 
At the cloſe of the Communion, 175 


Suitable Meditations as we are e going Home, 186 
Dwoties Hier the Sacrament, enn 


An Appendix, containing 


- A Prayer at Home, before the Sacrament, 217 
Suitable Meditations as ſoon as the 1 r 


i ended, 
Suitable Meditations and Prayers 6 at the Lord? s 
"oo by 5 
A conſecrating of the E lements, 229 
When we ſee the Bread breaking and the Wine 
ing forth, 2 30 
ile ” Mi iter and others are receiving - 
fore u, e 
When we receive the Bread, 5 234 
When we receive the Cup, yas. 


A Prayer and Tal ui er we come 
Home, | > 
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Jo this in radia of ns] — 
| Is not only a Permiſſi ron, bur 


an Injunction; tis our Duty;. 


as well as our Beneft, to receive Chriſt; 
ſo not to receive him, is both our in 


and miſery. Tis more than a bare com< 


mand, a charge of a dying Teſtator, and 
Sende. As the benefit is of infinite 


merit, ſo ſhould the acknowledgment: : 


be an Eternal memorial. His death: 


ſhould always live in our hearts; and: 
we be ſo careful in doing this,. that 
when he comes again, he may find us: 


ſo doing. Doth he not now thus be- 


ſpeak us? Can the King of kings 
take it kindly at your hands, when 
he bath furniſhed his _—__ ſent: 


þ: 18 A hh - ” E I * a — | 
Us X 4 a — — 
* 1717 
i Z 
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* forth his Servants, ſaying, Behold, I 
* have prepared my Supber; Come, eat 
. of my Bread, and drink of my Mine 
which I have mingled, all things are 
ready, come unto the Marriage : and 


you make light of it, (ſo mean are 
. your thoughts of this fare, and com- 
in pany) or deſire to be excuſed, becauſe 
"i you are not dreſſed, when indeed you 
meer went about to make you ready? 
th Do you not proyoke him to leave 
Pon, to let you go ſorrowing to 
- your Graves? to ſay, None of thoſe 
that were bidden (though they ſee the 
plenty) hai taſte (the ſweetneſs, 
fatneſs, goodneſs) of my Supper > Was 
there ever any fo dear, fo precious ? | 
Coſt it not the Maſter of it his own 
life to make 21 If out of kindneſs 
you invite a poor man to the beſt 
that can be had, and he ſaucily, un- 
gratefully find fault with your Meat, 
and ask you u hy you troubled him 
to came to fo poor Proviſion; or 
{endford you have nothing worth 
coming for, he can provide for him- 
ell, hath better at home, and bet- 
3 ter = 


Ft > 
—— 
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ter company ; would you think he 
deſerved another Invitation? 'Tis a 
ſign you value not, you flight Com. 
munion with me : If you /oved me, 
you would {till be ſeeing, looking 
upon, deſiring to be with me; where 


amm wont to walk, to manifeſt my ſelf, 


to ſit at my Table, to ſup with my 
Diſciples, and never be at reſt with- 
out a renewed ſenſe of my Love 
unto you: Tou are They I Live 
and Died for, for whom I ds and 
ſuffer ſo much, of whom T will 
always think upon, in whoſe 
thoughts I love to live; and be- 
cauſe my departure is at hand, and 
I muſt go away from you, this me- 
morial | leave with you, to put you 
always in remembrance ; when you 
ſee it, think of me, who. in the 
very night I was Betrayed, when 
taking that doleful farewell of an 
ungrateful World, was ſo mindful 
of your good and comfort, to arm, 
eſtabliſh, and refreſh you ; and wilt 
you neglect, diſeſteem, contemn it? 
Doth not the benefit of my Paſſion, 
1 without 


4 Frequent Celebzation, 
Ut without your deſert, plead for the | 
cConſtant meditation of it without 
pour ſcandal > The frequent, faith. 

A ful remembrance of what I did 
YM and ſuffered for you, is my chief 
| requeſt, and your only requital? 
and yet do you diſtaſte, what I 
embraced > and endure not to 
an; think of what I refuſed not to en- 
dure * Loath you the Cup of Sal. 
vat ion, that coft me a Cap of Aſto- _ 
| #iſement > Have I left the Glory 
Wy! of my Father, to be cloathed with, 
| and dwell in Fleſh > Led a Life 

| 


of -Suffering, undergone a ſhame- 
ful, painful, accurſed death, roſe 
again, aſcended, prepared Man- 
ſions, taken poſſeſſion for you, 
| where I plead your Cauſe, and 
10 from whence 1 will come ere 
| long to abſolve you before all the 
World, and with whom you ſhall 
be for ever 2 Have I given ſuch 
coſtly Evidences of my love unto 
yoa, and love you not to do this in 
remembrauce of me ? z 


Do] 
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Do.] But for thee (dear Saviour) 


1 had been for ever undone ; for thee _ 


then, and for thy fake, what is it 
that 1. ſhould not do 2 Thy defires 
are my Injunctions: There is A. 
thority enough in thy love to do thy 
pleaſure. Since thou wouldſt have 
no nature but mine, I will have no 
will but ihine which when once 
ſignified by command , upon my 
obligation I ſhould, upon my Feal 
ty to thee, the King of the Church, 
and Sovereign, as well as Saviour of 
my Soul, ! ought, I may, I muſt not 
diſpute, nor delay, I dare not but 
mult Do; elſe, how muſt I be look» 
ed upon, when the King commands 
all his loving Subjects to take the 
Oath of Allegiance, and I ſtay away 
and refuſe 2 Do I not publickly dif 
own him for my Sovereign, who 
hath enjoined the Celebration of 
this as an Evidence and Symbol of 
my Relation to, and Communion 
with him 2 Is not this appointed for 
a memorial of his death, whereby he 
delivered his People, and i 

” | their 


% 
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their Enemies; tranſcendently to us, 
what the Paſſover was to the Jews, 


and the neglect of it more provo- 


king? Yet, the man that is clean, and 
is not in a Journey, and forbeareth to 


keep the Paſſover [at the time appoint- 


ed] (when he might and ought eat 


it) even the ſame Soul ſhall be cut of 
from his People, becauſe he brought not 
the offering of the Lord in his appoint- 


ed ſeaſon, that man ſhall bear his fin. 
There's a puniſhment . annexed to the 
neglect, as well as ill performance of it; 
he that eats irreverently, is guilty of 


profaning the Lord's Body; and he 


that eats not, of deſpiſing it, and of 


preferring his Luſts before Him ; the 


one eats damnation to himſelf ; and 
the other, by not eating, judges him- 
ſelf to be i» a damnable ſtate, Tis 
dangerous ſtaying in that condition, 
wherein we judge our ſelves unmeet 
Society for Chriſt ; if I cannot par- 


take of his Supper here, how can 1 
think my ſelf fit to feaſt with him 


in Heaven ? or hope to look on his 


Face with comfort there, and take 


nn 


do with him here? will not his pre- 
fence then be moſt terrible to thoſe 
to whom his memory is no way de- 
lightful now? Am I troubled for 


neglect of other duties, and not of 


this, when Chriſt's /tew's at the laſt 


day are made up of fins of Omiſion 2 


Dare I pick and chuſe, when who- 
| ſoever ſhall keep the whole Law, 
yet offend in one point, is guilty 
7 1 = 
This.) Not to climb a Croſs, or 
undergoa bitter Paſſion for thy fake ; 
I ſhould not think much to do that, 
who haſt done ſo much for me. Not 


to be had to a Scaffold, but to come 


to thy Table; not to go to Slaughter, 
but a Feaſt; not to Bleed or Burn, 
but to eat and drink ; and that not 
Bread of Aſfliction, or Water of Ad- 
verſity, which flags the Spirit_; but 


ſuch Bread and Wine as confirms and 


comforts my heart : Not a Mourner's 


Bread, Tears; or a Martyr's Cup, 


Blood ; but a Saviour's bleſſed Wine 


Ftequent Celebzation. 7 
no pleaſure to behold, remember, 
come near, or have any thing to 
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$ Frequent Telebzation 
and Bread, yea, in them (what both 
is and makes bleſſed ) his Body and 
Blood, meat and drink, Bread of Life 
and Vell of Life, that both joys my 

Heart, and faves my Soul. Didſt thou 
en the Croſs drink Vinegar, (made 
infinitely more tart by my ſins) for 
me; and ſhall I not at thy Table drink 
Wine for my ſelf, made infinitely 
ſweeter with the Blood it conveys? 
Didft thou drink a Cup of Wrath, 
and ſhall not I drink the Cup of Bleſ- 
_ ſing? Eat the Bread of Affliction, and 
ſhall not I eat the Bread of Life? Sut- 
fer thy Paſſon, and ſhall not I enjoy 
it? Didſt thou ſtretch out thy hands 
on the Croſs, and ſhall mine be wi- 
thered and ſhrunk toward thy Table ? 
Hadſt thou bid me do ſome great thing 
for procuring ſo great a good, that 

there had been no diſproportion be- 
tween the ſervice and reward, ſhould 
I not have done it 2 How much more, 
when thou biddeſt me Eat and live? 
I am not ſaved but by thy Body); I 
ſhall be damned without thy Blood. 
Didſt thou offer them for me on the 
Croſs, 


——— — 


Croſs, and ſhall I not take the Pledge 
from thee at thy Supper Didft thou 
give me a Title to them, and ſhall I 
bar my ſelf of - Poſſeſſion > Rob my 
felf of thy Mercy, and my Right ; 
of no lefs than the price of my Re- 
demption > Doſt thou give me the ur- 
chaſe in thy Blood, and ſhall I deny 
my ſelf the Seal in thy Church? Dare 
I be guilty of ſo great a Robbery and 
Rebellion, as to violate thy Will and 
Seal 2 to reject at once thy Bread - iſ 
and Cup againſt thy expreſs Nil and 


Teftament ? to take the Bread and Cup | 
out of my own hand, and the Scepter - 
out of thine? to deprive my Soul of i 
thy Body and Blood, and thee, of i 
thy Authority 2 by thy Grace I will || 
obſerve as thou appointeſ} : If this be | 
thy Command, O Saviour, lam a Rebe! 


as much to my good, as thy Law, a 
wicked Rebel if I do not this. 

In Remembrance.) I bluſh, Lord, to 
ſee I need thy memento. Have Ia 
Room for the traſh of the World, and 
none for thee? memory for what I 

| liſt, and none for what I ſhould N O 
8 ; thou 


ro Frequent Ceſebzation. » 
thou that haſt ſo done thy marvel- 


lous Works, that they ought to be 


had in everlaſting remembrance ; 
whole name is wonderful, and all thy 


works as thy name, and this above 


all thy works, can I ever forget thee 2? 


can 1 forget my ſelf ſo much, that 
breaths not a moment on Earth, or 
out of Hell, without thee? If I for- 


get thee, O Saviour, let my tongue 


cleave to the roof of my mouth: if I 
remember not thee, let my right hand 
forget her cunning. Sure that harp 
had never known the tune of joy, nor 
Hand to do with Harp, hadſt not 
thou put a World, all out, again in 


tune and order. And is that all, when 
I owe a thouſand lives unto thee, to 


require not my Body, but my Mind ? 


to ſay, Remember, not to Die for 


me, but that my Memory die not in 
thee? O thou loving and Bleſſed a- 
bove all Beloveds, when thy Paſſion 
15 engraven by thine own hand in an 
Holy Myſtery for my mind to wear, 
ſhall not 1 keep this Memorial? ſhall 


not | wear thy Ring, who am fo 


ready 


— 2 


— 


£ 
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Fremuent Celebzation. 17 
ready to wear a Death's-head to pre- 
ſerve alive the memory of a dead 


Friend ? O that I may ever keep this 
Manna that came down from Heaven, 


not in a dull, barren, barely contem- 
plative, but humble, active, precious 
memory, which moves all good af- 
fections to thee, and promotes all 
good abilities for thee : Such a me- 
mory will mind, and do all Duty; ad- 
mire and love thee; obey, endure, 
do, and ſuffer for thee ; eſtabliſh 
Faith, excite Repentance, inflame 
Love, maintain Conſtancy. I can- 
not but repent, believe, and love to 
the End, if thou be in my mind: If 
I fail payment of any Duty to thee 


or man, it is becauſe I do not remember 


thee. 
Of me.] Of my Death, and your 
Redemption by it. This Sacrament 


then is a Statue erected to the eternal 


memory of thy Paſſion; ſo oft as 1 
negle&t it, what do I but pull down 
this Pyramid of everlaſting date, ſet 
up in the Church for a ſolemn memo- 
rial of thy death ; and bury thee, ad 
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i2 Frequent Celebzation. 
thy Merits, as the Jews did thy Body; Wl 
but in a worſer Grave, not in a Gar- 
den, but Deſart, a Grave of Obli- 
vion? Wretch am J, that have need 
of ſuch an help tomy Memory, and 
ſpur to my Duty, as both a Com- 
mand and a Sacrameot ; it caſts re- 
proach on me, O Saviour, that thou 
ſhouldſt give thy Body for me, and I 
ſcarce give my mind to thee ; that I 
i} ſhould have ſo great a room in thy 
(| | heart, and thou ſo hardly get y in 
Wl | mine ; that thou ſhouldeſt be more 
ready to Bleed for me, than Ito think 
of thee | Didſt thou empty thy Veins 
for me, and ſhall-not I find a ueſſel to 
preſerve thy precious Blood > Do I 
not /i what thou ſhed, if J let it run 
out of my memory 2 yet art thou put 
lf to it, to find me both Ao and mind; 
sand whenthou haſt done all that, out 
1 of remembrance of me, (leſt it ſhould 
be forgotten) ordaineſt a Sanction 
and a Sacrament, ſaying, Do this in 
Remembrance of me. But more Wretch 
1, if I do not fo do; for, Lord, if Ido 
_ thee honour, doſt thou not do me 7a. 
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vour for it? If I give thee glory, i is it 


more my Duty than Felicity to do it? 
If it be thy Sacrament, is it not my 
Benefit ? Receive I not great Honour 
in it? Reap I not great Benefits by 


thee 2 Heir of Heaven, by virtue 
of that Blood 2 Is not the God-head 


bodily in him > His Body .myſtically 


in me? and I near allyod to God 
by the Communion of that Body? 


And can he want, that is fo related? 


Is not the Earth thy gift, and Hea- 


ven 10 thy power ? © thou Son and 


Heir of all! And have I not thy Spi- 


rit, thy Fleſh, a pledge for all? the 
Conveyance ſealed-j in thy Blood, and 
thy Mexits —— and aſſured in 
thy Body? O Lord, I am fo much 
concerned in Honour and Intereſt to 


do what thou commandeſt, that if I 


_ conſider my ſelf, 1 ſhall 40 it to thy 
memory, in remembrance of me, a, 


well as thee. © 

Where. ever God hath beſtowed a 
vital Principle, he affords nouriſhment 
to — it ; * an inclination, 


and 


Am not I thereby related to 
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14 Frequent Celebzation. 
and attractive faculty towards ir: 
Chriſt crucified, is, as the cauſe of our 
new birth, fo the food which ſuſtains 
and preſerves us in it; unto. whoſe 
Body and Blood there muſt needs be 
as proportionable an appetite in a 
faithful Chriſtian, as to Milk in an 
Infant, that being more nouriſbable 
than Milk, and Faith more vital to 
deſire it than Nature. Oh ! I know 
not what (grace and comfort) I have 
loſt, that others have found in the 
conſcientious Uſe of this Sacrament ! 
If there be any thing in the lively 
diſcoveries of the evil and deſert of 
ſin, the wrath and love of God, the 
conſolations of the Goſpel by fre- 
quenting it, might it not have been 
much better with me in my Spiritual 
condition ? is not this great Hypocriſie 
and Diſſimulation, to complain of 
the hardneſs of my heart, and not 
apply the Blood of Chriſt to ſoften 
it; of the prevalency of corrup- 
tions, and not bring them to his 
Croſs to ſubdue them ? of my timo- 
rous ſpirit, and not come where God 

. ſecures 


—__ * 


__ Frequent Celebzatiom 5 
ſecures me, and gives evidence for the 

diſcharge of his Covenant and Pro- 
_ miſe? that God is departing, when L 
_ | ſtandrat a diſtance, and will not come 
nigh him? is withdrawn from my 
ſoul, when I withdraw from my duty? 


when I will not come to draw water 
out of the wells of Salvation? of the 
weakneſs of grace, and not uſe all 
means of ſtrengthening it? can I re- 
fuſe my food, yet be nouriſhed? grow 


grow, and be S 2 live in a known 
ſin, by negleQing a plain commanded 
Duty, and expect the rewards of obe- 
dience”?-may not partial obedience to 
God's Commands, well increaſe my 
doubts of his favour? Is not this to 
ſight and diſeſteem a firm conveyance 
of all Chriſt's purchaſed benefits, here 
offered and aſſured to Believers? and 
then think not much (O my Soul) if 
thoù goeſt without them for ever, who 
aft allo ſo unwilling to bind thy ſelf © 
td thankfulneſs and obedience for 
. " "i 5 them. 


that Jam a ſtranger to Spiritual Joy, 


in Grace, and neglect the means? not 


— 
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them. Meals which are for nouriſh- 
ment muſt be often, tis not told me 


bow often J ſhould eat or drink; the 
ſenſe and feeling of the wants of my 
food directs me to, and makes me do 


it often. ' Am | not apt to grow dull, 
luke warm, cold to, and in Duty: 
to contract Guilt, blot my evidences, 
diſturb my peace, to forget him and 
his matchleſs love? Is he ſo much in 
my ferivus thoughts as he deſerves? Is 
it enough to have ſome occaſronal 
thoughts of him? Do I not complain 
that I love, and think of him no more, 
can apply him no better, have ſo little 
of him, am fo inſenſible of his kind- 


neſs and affection to his Members? Is 


it not a ſin and ſname I no more ſolemn- 
ly dwell in meditation upon him, in 
praiſing of, and rejoycing in Him; 
Do! not often need fo great an help 
to ſoften my heart, to renew my re- 
pentance, to ſtrengthen and confirm 
my Faith, Hope, and Reſolutions; 


to increaſe and inflame my Love, and 
chankfulneſs, to fix my thoughts more 


ſolemnly 
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= 1 Celeization, 17 
ſolemnly upon him, to get and main- 


tam more intimate Communion with 


him, to knit my Soul cloſer to him 
and his Members? Is it not a fad ſign I 


perform no Duties, as, and to thoſe yo 


 gught, but out of cuſtom, without 

expecting, therefore without finding 

any great Advantage from them? 5 
the Conſolations of God ſmall unto 
me? Is it not a ſign when I was there 
J miſſed of the benefit > Have I not 
cauſe to repent of my former Receiving, 
when it left not earneſt breathings for 
the like opportunity? was it poſſible 
for me to meet with God, to taſk the 
ſweetneſs, the fulneſs of Chriſt, to ex 


- 


perience the reachings forth of my 


love and deſires, the pleaſures of a&t- 
ing Grace, and not long for another 
meeting; by thy Grace, I will there- 
tore communicate with more Devo- 
tion, repent with greater contrition, 
walk with more caution, pray more 
earneſtly,receive with more-reverence, 
and] doubt not but I ſhall find my Af- 


fections increaſe 1 with the Sple 
| 2 
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18 Frequent Telebzation. 
ritual benefit. The frequent ſolemn 
exerciſe of our graces mult needs dif- 

poſe ſtrongly to Habitual ones; and 
hugely promote the Iutereſt of Religi- 
on. It cannot be that the Sacrament 
be undervalued by frequent repetitions, 
without great unworthineſs 'of the 
Communicant, or an unworthy Com- 
munication : for he that receives wor- 
thily, increaſes in the love of God and 
of Religion, and the fires of the Altar 
are apt to kindle in a flame, and 
when our Lord enters into us, and we 
grow weary of him, or leſs fond of 
his frequent entrance, and perpetual 
cohabitation, tis an infallible ſign we 
have (or are ready to) let in his Ene- 
mj; no Secular object hath any plea- 
ſure in it long beyond the hope of it,; 
for the poſſeſſion and enjoyment is 
found ſo empty, that we grow weary 
of it; but whatſoever is Spiritual is 
lets before we have it, but in the fru- 
ition {wells our deſires, enlarges the 
appetite, and makes us more receptive. 
_ and forward in the Entertainment, 
e Nor 


| Frequent Celebꝛation. 19 
Nor is it likely, they will Sffer for 


him, who refuſe to Banquet with him. 
They proclaim they have no portion 
in David, no inherirance in the Sor 
of God. Had we any love for him, 


we ſhould begin early to adorn our 


ſelves, and be ſtill breathing for the 


enjoyment of him. As the Fewifh 


Door, who put on his beſt Habit on 
Friday in the afternoon, and fate 
longing for the Setting Sun (the time 
when the Jewiſh Sabbath began) fay- 


ing, veni ſponſa, come my ſpouſe, for 


ſo he called that Sacred day. The 
Ancients were wont to long for the 
Communion as the Child for the Mo- 
thers Breaſts. | 


Oh! the qualms of uudeſirous Com- 


municants ſhould juſtly ſtir up the 
Faithful to loath the fame in them- 


. FE 
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NE Death of Chrif, i in 9 of 
- his intent, was a Sacrifice to 
God, but of the Jews the greateſt cre/- 
ty and Murder. When a prophane 
perſon comes, he ſheds the Blood of 

Chriſt, which a Believer recezves; and 
by Faith feeding on it, or applying it 
to himſelf, being one with Chriſt, by 
vertue of that Union he hath intereſt 
in him who hatli made as great Satis- 

faction to God, as if himſelf had ſuf- 

ſered to eternity. This new Wine 
muſt not be put into an old Veſlet ; 
elſe the Wine will be ſpilt, and the 

Veſſel periſh. Righteouſneſs and Un- 
. Light and Darkneſs; 
Chriſt and Belial, cannot dwell toge- 
ther. Feet that walk in filthy paths 

are not to tread his holy place ; nor 

a Heart full of Rancour, Hatred, Un- 

charitableneſs, to fit down at this 

Feaſt of Love; Hands dipt in Blood, 

polluted with unlaw ful Gains, Rain 

5 Wik 


. 7 4 42 +5 SS BYE _ 2 "Os." 7 ©, 9 TOE ERP CNT 3 _ rn » AT a Y AW 1 3 r S ALLIES. 3 
of Nenn = 2 * 7 4 2 * — W n * - a a <A N * 8 * 1 * - 1 Ped L . Fi 775 8 EO * 7 — > 3 Y 
——ͤ A EE TE ESTI e , N C * 4 2 os £ e ks 
— 1 YL 5 * 2 * —— iam. — ey POT; FO" a : * 
2 — . —————— : . ups. ö % 2 2 — . * P 
„„ 9 - * 4 —— — 1 —ͤ—ũã3— ͤ | © aan ty, - 
- N — — — 
* — — —-— w — * * » i» * * " T o — 
„re ELD wy * 


4 or * 
* hy 4 
—_— ———— 444 
* * — 9 N _ att „ 4 K 
* . wu . * 3 — —— 
Wn 2222 wa NN nition 2. 67 4 1 
— 8 . 4 2 - umme 
= Sax 8 5 
— 3 
On 
= « * 
A et N 


1 n « 2 * 
. ponent 4 N 
* * * n 3 t Oe CO ICP mn | - 
— . 5 Y 
3 * : 
* - a — j ” -— —_— — — CER... = 
2 * 2 2 4 <4 7 * , a 
2 * - Br Se cs, eo OO 3 0 r r << RR 

— 17, WY Cos 0 ow = ar) p 2 

n 4 * +. 3 x * 

. ** " OW — 2 « * 
3 * 0 ' EW 2 0 
. * *. 


— 
7 D 
7 nn ä ——— > 29/8 — "a Pg WW. AN + vs he db — bow 
" - b * 2 q 
WE r 


— p 4 2 L 
- ret 
— a I a — 


E 


7 R * 


” F- + » L ”.Y 
ÞHabitual Pyeparatio 


1 
with ſpots of the Fleſh, or ftretched 


cout to ivjure him in his Members, are 
molt unfit to be reached forth to 7e. 
cetve him in the Sacraments, to handle 
theſe holy Myſteries: Thoſe Teeth 
that grind the face of the poor, to eat 
the bread of Angels: The Mouth that 
is full of rotten corrupt Communica- 
t on, evil ſpeaking, reviling, or that 
thirſts after the blood of our Neigh- 
bour, to drink the blood of Chriſt: 
Eyes gazing on vanity, to look on 
Jeſus. Oh, how pure ought I to keep 
thoſe doors of my Saul, at which the 
King of Glory ſo often enters? Snail 
I kiſs Him with a Traytor's Lips? put 
| hallowed Bread and Wine into a noi- 
ſom ſink of fin? go to that Table as 
Swine to their Troughs in my pollu- 
tion? raviſh, contemn the Grace and 
Mercy of God? tear him aſunder 
from the conditions he hath annexed 
to them 2 He will not be oze with a 
Harlot ; nor ſeen with the ſame eyes. 
His Body never faw Corruption, nor 
will be mixed with 2? - It lay in a Vir. 
x D 4 > oa 
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. 22 Habitual Pꝛeparation. 
1 Sin Womb, and Sepulchre; and (till 
1 reſides only in Virgin Souls, Devoted, 
Conſecrated, ſet apart to his Uſe and | 
Service. His Glorified Body is no 
more capable of diſhonour, nor will 
enter into an earthly Soul. Unclean 
Birds receive nothing but the Carcaſe 
of the Ordinance: the Bread without 
the Body, the Wine without the Blood ; 
. both without the Bleſfing ; the Ele- 
mem, but not the Sacrament : ſuch 
are guilty of his Body and Blood, for 
reaching out their hands with. pur- 
poſe to receive him into polluted. 
Souls, though he withdraw himſelf 
that they cannot partake of him: 
They diſgrace their Prince by ſhewing 
it to his Statue erected for his Honour 
and Remembrance; are guilty - of 
Treaſon by offering indignity to his 
Seal and Picture; diſhonour done to 
the Image and Repreſentation, reflects 
upon the Original; he is Perſonally in 
Heaven, and will be no where Spirita- 
bit ally but in the Heavenly part of man; 
WR he finds no rel? in a heart full of vain, 
Wil vicious 
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— Habitual Preparation. 23 
vicious thoughts; it ſtinks like the 
Lake of Sodom; he retires thence vex- 
ed with the unelean converſation of 
the impure” Inhabitants. . When he 
approaches to a Soul, and finds it a 
Cage of unclean Birds, he flies with 
the wings of a Dove to cleaner and 
whiter Habitations. But if we avoid, 
| bate, and have no fondneſs of affeCti- 
on for them; and with complacency 

entertain the contrary ; then Chrifl 
hath waſhed our feet, and then he in- 

vites us to his Supper: The unavoidaÞie 
Infirmities of our lives, (againſt which 
we daily ſtrive, and for which we ne⸗ 
ver have any kindneſs nor affection,) 
are not ſpots in theſe Feaſts of Charity, 
but inſtruments of Humility, and 
ftronger invitations to come to Rites 
ordained for corroboratives againſt in- 
firmities, and for growth in the inner 
man. but remanent affection to any 
ſin, enmity with Neighbours, ſecular 
avocations to the height of care and 
trouble, excuſe not, but increaſe mens 
fin, and ſecure their miſery. Tis juſt 
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i graze wth goats, that refuls to 
waſh their hands, that they may come 


ID to the Supper of the Lamb. The ex- 


cuſes wherewith moſt palliate their 

neglects of Waiting upon our Lord, 
and accepting his kindneſs, all grow 
upon this bitter root of an unboly care- 
leſs life, loving the World, pus the 
Luſis thereof: The only reaſon i is they 
have a mind to live as ſtrangers to him, 
and not to be his hou/hold Servants, 
and Jomeſticks; for then they might 
always come unto him. They think 
they muſt not come ſo oft, becauſe to 
prepare themſelves coſts them ſo much 


time; but would they ſpare ſo mach 


as to lead a holy Life, nd be at ſo much 
trouble as to pleaſe God in other things, 
they would find it Eaſie to pleaſe him 
in ths, Kept they always the fear of 
God in their Souls, they would with. 


out much pains be fit to approach with 


Fear and Reverence into his Preſence ; 
would they fear to do what God hath 


forbidden, they would not fear to do 


What he hath Commanded : but- while 
they 


F 
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Þabitual JPzeparation, 25 
they refuſe to obey him in many 
things, no wonder they do in this one. 
Religion concerns not our af ious only, 
but the frame and diſpoſitzon. of our 
hearts and minds; and the fame babi- 
tual Graces are to be daily exerciſed, 
though in a lower meaſure and degree. 
Every day is to be holy to the Lord, 
though every action in the day be not 
9 holy. When we' labour con 
ſctentiouſly 70 Land to our'firſt Promiſe 


and Covenant, all the actions of oor 


lives become holy ; and fo we are holy 


in our Shop, by Diligence and Juſtice; 


at our Board, by: Temperance, Thank- 
fulneſs, and Charity; Abroad by an 
innocent, uſeful Converſation; in our 
Cloſet, by Prayer, and Meditation; 


yea, Prudence, and the ends of health 
and chearfulneſs, will make our ſleeps 


and recreations holy, and not to be 


reckoned among paſtimes, but the n. 


ceſſary ſeaſons of doing little or no- 
thing, that aſterwards we may be 
worthily imployed. A Chriſtian be- 
. himſelf not for ſuch a ſet num. 
ber 


26 + HabitualPyeparation. 
ber of days, as if /o nuch time were 
to be ſpent in Holincls, and ſo much 
in oppoſition to it; but as if he ac- 
counted his whole life an opportunity 

of ſerving God; and of cleanſing him- 

ſelf from all that filthineſs, which will 
not let him ſee his face. He receives 
daily what daily profits, and ſo lives. 
that he may daily receive it. A holy 
life is a perpetual Sacrifice, and he that 
fo lives, keeps his heart as an Holy 
Altar, always warm and glowing 
within him ; he offers up daily ſuch 

Sacrifices as are acceptable to God, and 

prepare him for a due commemorati- 
on of this great Sacrifice: a conſtant 

abſtinence from all forbidden things, 
and care to perform ſuch duties as 
maintain a lively ſenſe of God in our 

Souls, would make us vehemently 

hunger after this Heavenly Food. A 
circumſpect liſe makes us both At and 
deſirous to converſe with God every 
day; good Actions beget in us greater 
longings after Grace, and good deſires 
make us ſtill do well, out of hope 

5 ; to 
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to have more Grace. When a good 
man lifts up his heart to God, he 
draws down God into his Soul, that 
he may work with his hands that 
which is good in his imployment, in 
which he is not fo buſie that his 
hands ſhould: grow ſo foul, or heavy 
by it, as to be unwilling, or unfit to 
lift them up again to God. Such a 
Combination is there between all that 
God requires to make them eaſie and 
familiar, pleaſant and deſirable, and 
our obedience impartial and univerſal. 
A holy behaviour in our Calling, Con- 
verſes, and uſe of the Creature, diſ- 
poſes us to Acts of immediate Worſhip, 
that requites and returns the kindneſs 
by diſpoſing and fitting us for an holy 
deportment for the future; which 1s 
it ſelf an invitation of God to our 
Souls; much more when ſeconded. 
with the attractives of holy Prayers 
and Affectionate deſires. The ſweet- 
neſs of ſuch conyerſes with God, and 
the power of his Grace conſequent 
upon our hearty deſires, engages and 
11 enables 
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28 pabitual Prepare He 


enables us to an holy 3 


which brings us (from familiarity 


with the Devil) to fellowſhip with 


God, the happineſs of which is fo F 


great, that it excites us to do all we 
can to maintain and prevent our be- 


ing tempted from it. Good Hearts 


daily mortified, and ſtrictly watched 


over; like dry wood, with one blaſt 


kindles the flame of Love, ſtirs up the 
Grace of God in them; while thoſe 


ſoaking in the World, like green 
ſticks, a Endeavours ſcarce obtain any 
Divine Heat. Oh! would I every day 
prepare for the day of Death: ſet my 
ſelf in Order, Meditate on Chriſt's 
firſt and ſecond Coming , inſtantly 
grieve for, ſeverely condemn my ſelt, 
and renew my reſolution to amend all, 
and pray for particular ſtrength a- 
gainſt whatſoever I have obſerved a- 


- miſs : would J conſider where I fall 


ofteſt, from what Principle this de- 
fault comes, what are the beſt Reme- 


dies, and paſs on to a real and vigo - 
rous uſe of them: Did I reſolve to 


have 


Habitual Peeparation. 29 

have God frequently in my thoughts, 

to bring it to paſs to have ſo great a 
dread and reverence of him, that I 
may be more really aſhamed, troubled, 
confounded, to fin in his preſence and 
obſervation, than of the ſevereſt mans; 
and to have a perpetual intercourſe. 
and converſe with him: Or would! 
actually attend to what Ido, and cot 
ſider every action, and ſpeak ſo little 
that I might conſider it; I ſhould find, 
that upon the day. of | Communion, | 
ſhould have nothing to do, but to re- 
vive my Graces by Prayer, - Praiſes, | 
and the exerciſe of Devotion. 


S. 1 I - 
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actual Preparation, 


Þ 01:neſs is our Profeſſion; and all 

the time after ove Communion is 
the time of preparation for the next; 
and every Receiving, a repeated Con- 
 ſpiracy againſt the Intereſt of the De- 
vil, He that is always well veſted, 
will deck and trim againſt a Wed- 


30 Actual Pꝛeparation. 5 
ding day ? Wiſe Virgins go forth to 
meet the Bridegroom; having Oll in 

their Veſſels, and their Lamps burn- 
ing; but when they hear him coming, 
they ariſe and fall afreſh to trimming 
their Lamps, to ſnuff them, ſtir up 
the fire, and apply the Oil to make 
them burn brighter and clearer. Now 
another repaſt approaches, I muſt ſe- 
queſter from my ordinary. buſineſs ; 
abſtain from the moſt /awf#/'enjoy- 
ment, and chaſteſt embraces, that 1 
may give AY ſelf unto P rayer, and | 
more fully know the fate of my Soul; 
- witha greater intent ion and ardency 
of Spirit, examine my ſelf, even about 
the coldneſs of my Prayers; my neg- 
lects in the daily review of my ſelf; 
the ſmalneſs of my ſorrows; the 
weakneſs of my ſervices, my daily neg- 
lects, ignorances, and unavoidable in- 
firmities, as to God, my ſelf, Relati- 
ons, and others; in an eſpecial man- 
ner, any failing ſince the laſt Commu- 
nion. If there be but a little paſſion, 
2 raſh word, a vain thought, Sc. and 
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Actual Preparation. 22 


beſides my ſorrow, and afflicting my 


ſelf, for hatred and amendment of it, 
juſt after its commiſſion ; I am now 
to bewail it over again, to call my 
{elf to a ſtrict account for it; to drown 


it in another flood of tears, more firm- 


ly to ſtrengthen my reſolutions a- 
gainſt it, and prepare it to receive a- 


nother wound, a mortal ſtroke from 
the Wounds of Jeſus, that it may ne- 


ver live more; to be more deeply ap- 
prehenſive of the evil of ſin, more 
ſorrowfully bewail it, more rationally 
reſolve againſt it, open a greater vent 
and paſſage for my tears; affect my 
heart more deeply with my needs, 
and the certainty of ſupply, and ſo 
raiſe my ſelf to a great height of 
humility, deſire and confidence; to 
excite my appetite, and more lively ap- 
prehenſions, and vigorous affections, 
rouze my thoughts and meditations 
to a greater fervour; more ſolemnly 


to recolle& what I have learned; to 


ſtir up my remembrance, and renew 
a ſenſe of my wants and weakneſſes; 


0 


i 
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32 Actual Preparation. 

to imprint the ends of the Inſbitution 
more firmly in my memory; to con- 
ſider what Acts are moſt proper when 
I ſhall be at his Table; to ſtir up thoſe 
aflections before: hand, which will 
prepare a more lively expreſſion of 
them when I come there. To re- 
new Acts of Charity and Forgive- 
neſs, paſs by all injuries and offences, 
be reconciled perfectly to my Bre- 
thren; and to take care there be not 
the leaſt grudge, or ſpark of anger 
that lies buried in my Soul unquench- 
ed; all paſſions huſh'd and laid, the 
Soul {mooth, fair, and not a wrinkle 
upon its brow. More ſtrictly and 


ſolemnly to ſearch, purifie, cleanſe, 


and caſt out all the leaven; to pray 
with greater appetite, praiſe his 
Name with a more delightful relith. 


To diſtaſte all other things, to dit- 
burthen my ſelf, to lay aſide every 


weight, and the ſin that ſo eaſily be- 


ſets me, to get as near Heaven as poſ- 
fible; to render my mind more ſenſi- 
bie of God, and more fit to receive a 

deeper 
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Actual Preparation. 33 


deeper impreſſion from his hand. To 


excite the ſtrongeſt Acts of Faith, the 
vehementeſt flames of love and long- 


ings after Chriſt and his bleſſings _ 


(which prepares for the injoyment) 
Holy deſires, joy and thankfulneſs at 


the approach of ſo bleſſed an oppor- 
tunity. To renew my reſolutions 


and vows of holy obedience,” to mor- 


tifte my leſſer irregularities, and to 
| bind the obligations faſter that are 
upon my Soul. To have a lively 
ſenſe of the ends for which Igo; in 

what eſtate my Graces ſtand ;. what 


I am to ask, and for what I ought to 
plead the Blood of Chritt; voluntari- 


ly to offer more of my time and 
thoughts to Religious Exerciſes, and 


to do that over again with a greater 


fervour, which 1 have been doing 


ſince the laſt Communion. To reco- 
ver my ſelf to the ſame, or rather 


higher degrees of Zeal, Fervour, and 


ſublime Admirations; to apparel, 


trim, and dreſs up my mind witn 


braver Notions and brighter Orna- 
LE, ments. 


34 Actual Pꝛeparation. 
ments. To get my manners, carriage 
and behaviour rightly formed, and 
handſomly compoſed for this Feaſt 
with the great ing. 
le that underſtands the excellency 
and holineſs of the Myſtery, the 
Glory of the Gueſt, the infinite benefit 
then deſigned, and the encreaſe of 
degrees by the exerciſe of thoſe pre. 
vious Acts of Holineſs ; the manner 


* 


ſo contrary, as worthy and anworthy.; 
the effect of the Ordinance ſo much 


depending on the manner of receiv- 


ing; the advantage ſo great of Com- 


munion with Chriſt's Body, will not 
be inquiſitive into the jaſt meaſure, 


but to do it heartily, devoutly, reve- 


rently, and, as much as he can, put 
himſelf into a meet diſpoſition to be 
ſo familiarly entertained. 25} 


Solemn 
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Solemn Sequettration. 


AA Fourney, i. e. an unfixed Heart, un- 


£ X diſcharged of worldly thoughts, 
travelling up and down a-far off, an- 
fits as well as a dead Body, i. e. groſs 


ſins, for eating this Paſſover. Earthly 
thoughts in the Temple, if not driven 


away before, will be peſtering, trou- 


bling me, and corrupt the Sacrifice. 


It 1 go with a looſe, ungirt Spirit, 1 


cannot inſtantly entertain my Lord ; 


his work muſt ſtay till l am ready; I 


muſt be girding when I ſhould be 
working, or do it awkardly, not with 


dexterity and activity: Let your loins 
therefore be girt, and you your ſelves. 


like men that wait for their Lord, that 
when he comes and knocks, you may open 
to him immediately. It concerns me 
now to put my ſelf into order; to fee 


my State is changed, my Sins par- 
doned, and mortified. He that Com- 


municates worthily, is juſtified from his 
ſins; and to him death can have no 
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1 to whom the Sacrament brings 
life and health. And if l judge Righ- 


teous Judgment, I ſhall ſoon find 


where it pinches moſt, what makes 


me moſt afraid, what moſt crimirial 
and leaſt e e ſo ſhall I learn to 
Enter 
then my Soul into thy Chamber, ſo- 


make proviſion accordingly. 


lemnly ſequeſter thy ſelf from all o- 
ther avocations, that we may Attend 


upon the Lord, without diſtraction. 
Shut up, ſet a Watch at the gate of 


thy heart ; let it not be open till that 


| ſolemn day be over; if other thoughts 
be hankering, and hanging about for 
entrance, teſtiſie againſt them, rebuke 


and threaten them, let thy Spirit in 
an holy indignation riſe up againſt 


them; the only means that from that 


time forth they come no more in ſuch 


a ſeaſon. Farewell my Wife and Chil- 
dren, Friends, and ſecular concerns; 


abide you here at the foot of the 
mount ;- be huſh'd and laid, deadned, 
and mortified, all irregular earthly 
Te, and Affections: : I have ſome- 

_ 


. Solemn Sequettration. 
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ching elſe to do, you are a clog: unto! _—_ 
my Soul; tread not, nor whiſper in 
this ſolemn place, where is no room A 
but for God alone ; trouble me nor, A 
the door is ſhut,. I am about a great 1 
| Work, I will not, cannot open fo 
And Oh! thou that lookeſt down 
from Heaven, that faſhioneſt the 
hearts of men, and conſidereſt all their 
works, enlighten, enliven, and con- 
vince me; affect, aſſiſt, and proſpen 
me; own, accept, and bleſs me; call 
in, and reſtrain the looſeneſs and 
wandrings of my thoughts. Fix, 
unite, and fill my heart with an awe, 
a dread, and reverence of thee; with 
ſuitable thoughts, apprehenſions, and 
meditations to the preſent occaſion ; 
and let my meditations be attended 
with ſuitable affections; Let all fleſh 
be filent before thee ; let thy Spirit 
reſt upon me; let this ſeaſon be im- 
proved ſincerely, and uprigbtiy, with 
my whole Soul, heart, and ſtrength, 4 
to thy praiſe, and my great advank 
tage 4 
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| at thy Table, and in the day 
when thou ſhalt judge the ſecret of 


mens hearts _ Jel eſus Chriſt.” 


Strick Examination. 


Table, among his own Children; 


the Hing (attended with his glorious 
| Angels) will come in to ſee his Gueſts ; 
Chriſt's Garment covers only Chriſt's 


Members; he is too juſt to be bribed, 
too great to be pda, too wiſe to be 


deceived, too jealous to be provoked, 


too good to be forfeited. Oh! what 


We proviſſon ſhall I make for ſo Sa- 
cred a Preſence, but a ſerious, diligent, 
deep enquiry into, with- a full and awe- 


Ful diſcuſſion of the particular preſent 


eſtate of my Soul; whether I be ſuch 
as may be aſſured he will bid me wel. 
come; being reconciled to him, and 
endued with thoſe vital qualifications 


which pre diſpoſe me for an Ordi- 
Hance 


5 about . . at the Lord's 
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race that ſuppoſes me within the Co- 


venant it Seals, and to have Spiritual 


| Life it ſuſtains and nouriſhes, by con- 
vey 4 that true food of life, Chriſt 


Cruciſted. I muſt be born before I can 


eat; Uncircumciſed Perſons were not 


to eat the Paſſover. The 2awards-of 
Ordinances are only enjoyed by them 


that are iuwardly Chriſtians. Thoſe 


only that bring true Graces, receive 
real Comforts ; we take Chriſt, and then 
eat bim; none find any nouriſhment, 
reliſh, or ſweetneſs in his Blood, but 


chat: who have received him, and . 
ſo have a Propriety in, a Title to 
him. (And the Clearer the Intereſt, 


the greater ſweetneſs:) He muſt be 
mine, firſt in claim and title, then in 
fruition and comfort; no juice or 


ſap from the Vine, except a branch 


in it; J muſt prove my right to the 

purchaſe, ere I can take poſſeſſion. Tis 
High Treaſon to annex the King's 
Broad Seal to forged Writ in 


receiving the benefit without Hemiog 


the conditions, and my intereſt in 
the 0 ovenant ; that is ſealed to them 


ö Bow. 


40 Strict Examination. 
only that come up to the terms of it. 
Now, this is the Covenant that I will 
make with the Houſe of 
1 * 15 38. Iſrael, faith the Lord, I wil 
ne put my Law in their inward 
parts, and write it in their hearts, and 
will be their God, and they ſhall be my 
People; and they ſhall know me from 
the leaſt unto the 8 and I will 
forgive their iniguities, and remember i 
| their fins no more. And, Oh my Soul! | 
have Ian inward right, and actual in- | 
tereſt in this Covenant ? | 
Is the Law of God writ in my heart 2 
Legible by others in my. converſation, 
and by my ſelf in my Conſtitution of 
Soul, ſtrongly inclined to all ſincere 
obedience, out of a principle of love 
to God, and to glorifie and enjoy him: 
delighting, meditating in it day and 
night; being renewed according to 


his Image, in Knowledge, Righteouſ- 
neſs and true Holineſs. 


Hare I a Covenant- relation to, and 
intereſt in God? Am I one of his 
people > not aſhamed of, but openly 
declaring and avouching my felf be : 

— © "Ih 
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be his, rejoicing, and glorying there- - 
in as my great privilege, and happi- 


neſs? Do. | fear, love,” obey, ſubmit 
to, depend =” him for direction, 

and protection? Eſteem, 
live upon, and reſt, fully contented 
with him? Am I bis? In all I am, 
Body and Soul? are my Eyes bi, to 
behold his wonderful works > my 


Ears, to hear his heavenly word 2 
my Taſte and Smell, to reliſh his ſur- 
paſſing ſweetneſs in the Creatures? 
my Tongue to proclaim and triumph 


in his praiſe? my Hands, to work 
that which is good? my Feet, to 
walk in his ways? all my ſenſes and 


members, abilities, and faculties, in- 


ſtruments of righteouſneſs; Is my 
underſtanding his, to know, and con- 
template him, my Memory to trea- 
ſure up, and retain his counſels and 
covenants, promiſes and diſpenſati- 
ons? my Conſcience, his Deputy to 


accuſe, or excuſe under him? my Ni 


his, to will or nill in ſubordination 
to him? my grief, and hatred, hs, to 


mourn for, abhorr, and fly every 


CO. = thing 
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thing offenſive to him, or obſtructive 

of my delightful enjoyment of him? 
my deſire, love, and delight h, to 
long for, embrace, acquieſce fully and 
contentedly in him? Do I approve 
my felt his in all my relations and ſta- 
tions, inward. qualifications, and en- 
dowments, outward goods and pol- 


ſeſſions 2 Am I his in all I have, can 


do, or procure, undergo and endure for 
him? Am I willing and ready to give 
my ſelf to and for him? taking up 
my Croſs daily and following him? 
rejoicing that | am accounted worthy 
to ſuffer for his Name? 

Have Ja ſanctiſſed knowledge of God > 
as to his Eſſence, Attributes, ao Age 
diſtinctions, Word, and Works: 


Man in his Creation, Fall, je e 9 


tion, and Perfection? of Chriſt in 


his Perſon, Offices and Eſtates? of 


the Covenant of Grace in its freeneſs, 


conditions, and benefits? of the Lord's 
Supper, 1n its Nature, Ule, and Ends? 
And is this my Knowledge experi- 
mental, heart · purifying, and humb- 
ling, communicative, growing, afſecti- 


onate, 
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onate, efficacious, and obediential > 
Ae mine Iniquities forgiven? Do 
I groan under them as my greateſt evil 
and heavieſt burthen? forſake them 
in affection and practice? have I ſin- 
cerely confeſſed, bewailed, loathed 
them, and my ſelf for them? unfeign- 
edly ſtriving againſt, and deſiring to 
be freed from the filth, power, and 
dominion of ſin, as well as the guilt 
and puniſhment of it; from a love 
and ſenſe of God's kindneſs, and good- 
neſs to me? Is my heart calmed and 
quieted through Faith in Chriſt, be- 
ing thereby at Peace with God ! Is it 
enlarged, ro bleſs him for Pardon? 
Am ] earneſt with him more and more 
for aſſurance of it, for purity of heart, 
and eſtabliſhment in his ways? Is there 
in me a hearty, ſincere diſpoſit ion, 
and propenſity to pardon the offences 
of others ? pity ing and lamenting, 
meekly reproving, and covering their 
infirmities? a readineſs to help them, 
rejoicing in their welfare as my own, 
eſpecially the meaneſt Saint, in whom 
is all my delight? 1 — 7 
| c; 


Are not theſe infallible Scriptural 
Characters of Chriſt's Diſciples? Can! 
appeal to God, and ſay, Lord thou 
knoweſt all things, thou knoweſt that it is 

thus with me? Oh my Soul | make no- 

thing the foundation of thy Peace, but 
what God hath made the condition of 
_ thy Salvation; let nothing ſatisfie thee, 

but what will ſave thee; if our hearts 
condemn us, God is greater than our 
hearts and knoweth all things : but if 
our hearts condemn us not, then have 
we Confidence towards God, 


Deep Humiliation, 


Efore I go for a full Diſcharge, I 
muſt narrowly look into the 
1 "Book of Conſcience, and fee how in- 
[ finitely 1 am indebted to my God; 
iN view my ſelf in the glaſs of the Law, 
and Gofpe/: Search my Soul ſo to the 
bottom, that none of my wounds 
may feſter, but be all diſcovered and 
cured: conſider from whence I am 
fallen, before and ſince the laſt Com- 


. munion, 


2 it 


Deep Humiliation 4 
munion, and repent : and Oh that 1 
may be ſo ſenſible of my fins and miſe. 
ry, that I may be truly apprehenſive 
of, and thankful for infinite love and 
METFCY. F | . 8 1 ; 

dare not preſume to compats - 
thine Altar, moſt holy Lord, before 1 
have waſhed my hands in-innocency, 
purified my heart by Repentance, and 
Faith in the blood of my Redeemer. 
= 1 will now therefore call my ſius to re- 
= membrance, and ſet them in order be- 
fore mine eyes, and remember mine. 
own evil ways, and my doings which 
have not been good, and loath my ſelf 
in my own fight for my iniquities, 
and for my abominations. _ 
Ohl am not able to reckon up of 
remember my innumerable breaches 

of thy moſt holy Commandments. © 

By not knowing, not chuſing thee; 
not believing in thee, not eſteeming, 
adoring, loving, deſiring, fearing, o- 
beying of, truſting, rejoycing in, ac- 
quainting my ſelf with, not demean- 
ing my ſelf towards thee, as God and 
my God : but preferring ſin, felf, Sa- 

* tan, 
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46 Deep Mumiliation. 
tan, the world, any thing before thy 
* 1 
By miſapprehenſions, groſs con- 
ceits of thee; not ſetting my whole 
delight in, repoſing all my confidence 
on, expecting all my happineſs from, 
addreſſing all my complaints, prayers, 
praiſes unto thee; not worſhipping 8 
thee as to manner and means agree- | 
able to thy Word. | ET: 
Buy not acknowledging, or effectu- 
ally remembring and delighting to 
ſpeak of zhee as I have had occaſion, 
(to make thy praiſe glorious) or 
doing it irreverently; dealing falſly 
in my Covenant with thee; not vin- 
dicating thy Honour, not grieving 
for thy Diſhonour ; wearineſs of thy 
commands, non obſervance, diſtruſt, 
miſapplication of thy Providences ; 
unthankſulneſs for great Mercies; de- 
jection, impatience under ſmall 
Croſſes ; inſenſibleneſs, incorrigible- 
neſs under Judgments and Afittions ; 
not uſing thy Name, Attributes, Or- 
dinahces, Word, Works, every thing 
whereby thou mayeſt be known, as is 
required. „„ 


Deep Þumiliation.” 47 
By unmindfulneſs beforehand to 
prevent or avoid whatſoever might 
diſtract in the Duties of the Sabbath; 
not preparing my ſelf for it; needles 
Thoughts, Words, Actions upon it; 
mi. ſpending it in idleneſs and vanity; 
not performing publict and private 
duties of Prayer, Reading, Hearing, 
Examination; whetting thy Law up- 
on my heart and others; contempla- 
ting upon thy Word and Works with 
that care, reverence, ſincerity, ſpiri- 
tualneſs, profit, and delight, as 1 
ought: not calling the Sabbath a de- 
"gat, holy of the Lord, and honour- 
able. | fs 
By not behaving my ſelf anſwer- 
able to my ſeveral Relations; with all 
due Reverence and Reſpect to my Na- 
tural, Eccleſiaſtical, Political Parents, 
in heart, word, behaviour towards, 
prayer, thankſgiving for Superiors; 
covering their infirmities in love: not 
admoniſhing and encouraging Inferi- 
ors in well-doing ; not by a grave, wiſe, 
holy, exemplary carriage, procuring 
glory to thee, and preſerving the ho- 
77 Gy 7 Nour 


a » 1 
— ¶ p; 7 7§ß‚ 


. > 2, 


43. Deep Humiliation. 
nour and authority thou haſt put 
upon me; nor regarding the dignity 
and worth of my Eguals; nor rejoy- 
cing in their gifts, advancement, and 


C 


proſperity, as my own. «© 

By ſinful anger, hatred, ſecret grud- 
ges, injurious thoughts, exceſſive 
paſſions, diſtracting cares, immode- 
rate uſe of diet, labour, reſt, and re- 
ereation; by reviling, ſaddening, pro- 
voking, grieving Speeches; by falling 
hort in maintaining mutual friendſhip, 
and in following peace with all men; 
by ſowing diſcord among brethren, 
and concealing their dangers; unpro- 
fitable converſation, quenching, and 
ſuppreſſing holy ſuggeſtions; by pre- 
ferring things of time before Eternity; * 
or, by whatſoever may tend, not to 
the health, but prejudice of my own, 
or others Souls or Bodies; not weep- 
ing with them that weep; being 
ſenfeleſs, hard-hearted, unaſfſected at 

publick evils, and others miſeries. 
Buy unchafte thoughts, words, pur- 
poſes, affections, or liſtning to them; 
not labouring to quench my fleſhly 
1 cOncu- 
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concupiſcence, by watching over my 
ſenſes, heart, and ways; not ſnunning 
all occaſions to, or acts of wncleanneſs, 
in or with my ſelf, or others: not 
keeping my Body and Soul from all 
filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit; but 
making my heart a cage of impure 
thoughts, my mind a ſtye of the un- 
clean Spirit. . | 
By unbecoming arts in Bargaining, 
not dealing with others as 1 would 
they ſhould with me: not endeavour- 
ing by all juſt means to procure, pre- 
ferve, and further the welfare of 
others as well as my own: By with- 
holding good from them to whom it 
is due; fuffering Chriſt to ſtand at, and 
go away from my door, hungry, cold, 
naked, ſuccourleſs; and when the 
leanneſs of his cheeks pleaded pity, 
the hardneſs of my heart would ſhew 
no compaſſe rt. 
By flandering, back-biting, detract- 
ing, reviling, flattering, - miſconſtru- 
ing, difcouraging, ſiniſter /afentions, 
Words, and Actions: liſtning to, and 
ſpreading the Faults of others; not 
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being charitable in my thoughts and 


ſpeeches of them; not freely acknow- 


ledging their Gifts and Graces ; not 
readily receiving a good report, but 
willingly admitting an evil one; not 
diſcouraging tale-bearers, flatterers, 


| flanderers; not loving, deſiring, re- 


Joicing in, caring for, defending and 
upholding their god names; not 
ſorrowing for, and covering their 
mnfirmities; but practiſing my ſelf, or 
not hindring in others, ſuch things 
as raiſe jealouſies and ſuſpicions , 
procure an 2// name to my {elf or 
others. : 
By ſelf-love, evil thoughts, inor- 
dinately prizing, and affecting di- 
ſtruſtful, diſtracting, ſollicitous care 
and ſtudy in getting, keeping, or uſing 


_ temporal things; by diſcontent with 


my own eſtate, envy ing and grieving at 
my Neighbours; unlawful motions 


and affections to things that are H. 


And to theſe I have added multi: 


| tudes of ſins againſt the Goſpel ; by 


not ſufficiently eſteeming, admiring, 
and being thankful for that 6 
W 


| Deep Humiliation. $1 
love in my Redemption; not loving, 
rejoicing in Chrift and him Crucified ; 
not relying on, and owning of him 
in all his offices: not accounting all 
things loſs and dung for him ; to 
| know him, and the power of his Re- 
ſurrection, and the fellowſhip of his 
& ſufferings, and to be made conform- 
able to his death; that if by any 
means, I might attain unto the Re- 
ſurrection of the dead; and be made 
perfect, as my Father which is in 
Heaven is Perfect. Not eſteeming 
his promiſes as my heritage, the joy 
and rejoycing of my heart, exceeding 
great and precious; not applying them 
as I ought to this and the next /ife ; 
and in making me partaker of the 
Divine Nature; not thirſting after 
XZ (luftering for) Righteouſneſs, and 
that poor, mournful, meek, merciful, 
pure Spirit that ſhall be bleſſed ; not 
= confeſling, but being aſhamed of Chriſt 
before men, and my relation to him; 
not denying my felf, and taking up 
my Croſs and following him. Not 
doing all things to the glory of God; 


$52 Deep Humiltation. 


nor rejoycing in him always. Not 


receiving, not doing the good, nor im- 


proving time, mercies, judgments, 
foreign perturbations, National dif- 


contents and diviſions, he ok 
confuſions, Domeſtick diſtinguiſhing 
favours, as I ought. Receiving the 
grace of God in vain, turning it into 
wantonnefs ; Crucifying the Son of 
God afreſh; tempting, grieving the 
Holy Spirit; hardly forſaking my be- 


loved fin for thy ſake, who haſt free- 1 


ly given thy only Son for mine. That 
carefulneſs, that clearing of my ſelf, 
that indignotion, that fear, that ve- 
hement deſire, that zeal, that revenge, 
that watchfulneſs, reſolving, and 
ftriving againſt ſin, improving all ad- 
vantages tor avoiding and fubduing 
it: 1 find not that is wrought in thoſe 


who /orrow after a godly fort ; nor ap- 
plying my ſelf with all earneſtneſs ro | 
the only means of Pardon and Re- 


eonciliation in the Goſpel. 


Time and ſtrength would fail me, 


to repeat how oft I am partaker 


of Family, National, Church, other 
mens 


K ( pan my 
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mens fins ; by ſetting an ill example, 
by provoking, conſenting to, commi- 
ving at, permitting fin, where I might _ 


correct or hinder it; hating my Bro- 


ther in my heart, by ſuffering ſin up- 
on him. By delightful ſociety with 
evil doers, taking pleaſure in that 
Z which fhould be the cauſe of my hu- 
miliation, to ſee them pave the way 

to Hell with their own hands; ma- 
king that matter of ſport, which no- 
thing but the deareſt drop of the 
hearts blood of God could expiate; 
laughing at that which makes damned 
Souls ſhed rivers of tears: they fhall 
= tc damned that have pleaſure in unrigh- 
= 7zcouſneſs. By not ſeeking the things 
of Chriſt as my owa, nor preferring 
Jeruſalem above my chief joy, not 
having the care of the Church lying 
upon me. My heart trembles not for 
fear of the Ark; nor is my Soul vex- 
ed from day to day with their unlaw- 
ful deeds among whom I live. When 
do I go apart and moary for the ſuf- 
ferings of others, for the ſigns of 
God's anger, for the fins of the 
Ee | times, 
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54 Deep Humiliation, 

times, for Exg/and's crying abomina- 
tions; or look upon London, (ah ſin- 
ful City) and weep over ite 
And, Oh the infirmities, imperfe- 
ctions, iniquities of my holy things! 
Oh how much unpreparedneſs, im- 
penitency, unbelief, pride, hy pocriſie, 
unſpiritualneſs, earthlineſs, formali- 
ty, ſlightneſs, deadneſs, heartleſneſs, 
diſtraction, indiſpoſition, wearinels, 
want of reliſh, attends my attendance 
en ſo great a Majelty > Unanſwerable 
walking, reſting in the meer outſide of 
Duties, when | do not enjoy thee in 
them? N 3 
Even the Holy Communion I have 
too often careleſly neglected, or un- 
worthily received; in that I have 
not partaken of it as my neceſſities 
and opportunities required, nor ap- 
proached it with ſuch a ſolemn pre- 


paration, examination, humiliation, 


and cleanſing the ſecrets of my heart 
from all ſin; nor renewed the Cove- 
nant. conditions, Faith, and Repentance; 
nor received it with that reverent be- 


haviour, and thoſe inward diſpoſiti- 


ons; 


Deep Humiliation, 55 
ons; nor been ſo eſpecially careful 
in making good my Covenant-engage- 
ments, and Reſolutions, as becomes a. 
= worthy Communicant. So that while 
= thy Children go with boldneſs, pre- 
W ſent themſelves before thee, arrayed 
in the righteouſneſs of thy Son; lift- 
ing up their heads with joy, know- 
ing the time of celebrating their Re- 
demption draweth nigh ; I may be hi- 
ding my ſelf in the Dens and Rocks 
of the Mountains, ſay ing fal on me 
= and hide me from the Pace of him that 
= fits on the Throne: full of lamentatiy 
on, mourning, and woe, inſtead of 
going to the Houſe of God, the Af- 
ſembly of his People, with the voice 
of joy and gladneſs, with a multi- 
= tude that keep holy day. While the 
Son of Righteouſneſs riſes with heal - 
ing in his wings, unto thoſe that fear 
thy Name; thy wrath may burn a- 
gainſt me as fire, and conſume me as 
ſtubble. The day of joy and gladneſs, 
feaſting and rejoycing, Sacrifice and 
Atonement to thy ſincere Servants, 
may be a day of wrath and trouble, 
„ darkneſs, 


36 Deep Humiliation. | 
| darkneſs and gloomineſs, diſtreſs and 
1 deſolation to me. While they with 
Wl Joy. of neart, are ſaying, Come let us 
£0 unto the Houſe of the Lord; Oh our 
feet ſhall ſtand within thy Gates, O Si- 
eon, thy Courts, O God! | may fay, 
The great day of his wrath is come, and 
who ſhall be able to land ? Inſtead of 
holding out the Golden Scepter, thou 
mighteſt break me with a rod of Iron, 
and daſh me in pieces like a Potters 
Veſſel: while they are rejoycing and 
giving honour to thee at the Supper, 
1 might lie under the wrath of the 
 Lams; fee them fit down with the 
King at his Table, and my ſelf thruſk 
out, Thou .art ready to entertain 
thoſe that are Vidden, but I am not 
worthy. For making light of thy Pro- 
viſion and Invitation, preferring the 
things of the World before it, thou 
mayſt juſtly ſay, I hall never taſte of thy 
Supper: or if I go, it might be not 
for the better, but for the worſe; I 
might meet with a frown inſtead of a 
ſmile; a blow, a breach, curſe, in- 
ſtead of a bleſſing. Thou * 1 | 
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Deep Þumlliation. 37 
ſtead of Bread, give me a Stone ; for 
the Cup of the New Teſtament, a Cup 
of wrath and trembling. Thou mayſt 
turn my heart into a /oxe, inſtead of 
turning my heart of Fore into a heart 
of fleſh: \ ela 1 5 
' 1 Behold I am vile, viler than the 
Earth, but look n ne in thy Son, 
and thou wilt be Reconciled unto 
me: my only hope is in that grace 
and mercy made known in and 
through Vim: I have broken thy 
commands, but he hath fulfilled them; 
affronted thy Juſtice, but he hath fa-. 
ticfied it ; deſerved thy wrath, but l 
he hath endured it; the chaſtiſement 4 
of my peace was upon him; let the | 
merit of his righteouſneſs be upon 
me, and by his ſtripes let me be heal- 
ed. His Blood is my only refuge; Oh 
let it be my atonement, or I periſh e- 
ternally. Wherefore didſt thou ſhed 
it, but to ſave ſinners? Remember 
not what I have' done againſt thee, 
but what he hath done, and ſuffered 
for me. Oh when I confider thy _ 
_ KF greatneſs, and my wmvorthineſs, thy - 
= 5 purity, 


* 


58 Deep pumiltation. 
purity, and my uncleanneſs; thy glory 
and my vzleneſs, I am confounded i 
and difconraged ; but when I conſider 
thy mercy and wiſdom, bounty and | 
goodneſs, readineſs to forgive, and 
deſire to impart thy ſelf unto thy 
Servants, I am encouraged to come 
unto thee. Thou never deſpiſedſt W 
him that called upon thee, or for. 
ſook any that abode in thy fear: It 
was never known that any who tru- W 
ſted in thee were ever confounded. 
Oh reſpect not the greatneſs of my 
offences, but of thy goodneſs, though 
I have ſo often broke my part of that 
Covenant the Sacrament Seals, yet | 
be. thou pleaſed to make good thine, | 
be merciful to my unrighteouſneſs, 
and remember my fins and ini- 
quities no more. Thou knowelt | 
how intolerable a thing it is to lie 
under thy wrath to all Eternity, and 
therefore loveſt to do miracles of 
mercy, becauſe thou loveſt not that 
a ſinner ſhould periſh. Have mercy BE 
upon me according to the multitude | 
of thy tender mercies, blot out = 4 


+ ble CO + i 
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tranſgreſſions: waſh me throughly 
from mine iniquities, and cleanſe me 


from all my fin, with the merit and 
virtue of that precious Blood which 
thou haſt ſo abundantly: ſhed for pe- 


Initent ſinners: ſo ſhall I have no ſpot 
in me, for which thou wilt jadge me 
at thy Table, or condemn me at thy 


Tribunal, 5 | 
Being in Chriſt reconciled unto 


me, give further evidences of thy 
© fatherly Affection, by beſtowing a 
double Portion of thy Grace upon 


me, now thou calleſt me to this Or- 


dinance; and who is ſufficient for 
W theſe things 2 I have neither a meet 


Sacrifice to offer, nor a meet Temple 
to receive thee. I know not what 


to ſay, or do; how to pray, or re- 
ceive, prepare, or behave my ſelf; 


not ſufficient of my ſelf, to think a- 
ny thing as of my ſelf, but my ſuffi- 
ciency is of thee; the preparation of 
the heart, and anſwer of the tongue 


is from thee ; the God, the promiſer, 


the giver of grace, as well as glory; 


chat invites all to come unto thee, 


With 


50 Deep Þumiltation. 
with aſſurance of finding with, and 
receiving from thee, whatſoever is 


requiſite for their refreſhment, ſup. 


port, and comfort; Ho, every one 


that thirſteth, come ye to the waters; 
and he that hath no Money, come he, 


buy and eat; yea, come buy wine and 
milk without money and without price. 
Thou prepareſt a Table for us in this 


Wilderneſs, where we eat of thy own i 
Bread, and drink of thy own Cup; 


_ Omitteſt no expreſſion of tender love 
to treat us as a moſt indulgent Fa- 
ther. But ſhall the time of receiving 
come, before thou comeſt into my 

Soul, to ſtir up thy graces in me? 
Canſt thou that ſo lovedſt me, while 


yet in my fins, as to die for me, neg- 


left me in thee, now 1 have given my 
ſelf unto thee? Shall 1, whoſe only 
hope is to be ſaved by Chri/?, be ſent 
away with the guilt, inſtead of the 
comfort of his Bleod > Oh of his ful- 


neſs let me receive, and grace for, 
grace : let thy Spirit help mine infir- 


mities, thy grace be ſufficient for me, 
thy ſtrength be made perfect, more 
285 | | eml- 
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Deep Humiliation, 6 
eminently manifeſt in weakneſs. Ar- 
ray me with the righteouſneſs the 
Saints are cloathed with, put upon 
me the Lord Jeſus; let me be found 
having on a Wedding-Garment at the 
Wedding-Supper ; ſuch a preparation 
of Soul as may qualiſie me for it, ſuch 
2 degree of reverence and humility, 
ſaving knowledge, godly ſorrow, renew- 
ed repentance, new obedience, lively 
faith, unfeigned love, joy and thankſut- 
neſs, holy defires, ſelf-denial, ſuitable, 
ſolemn, heavenly meditations, as be- 
| comes a worthy Communicant. O thou 
true food of my Soul, receive me in- 
to thy favour, who am to receive 
thee; quicken me with thy Spirit, 
feed me with thy Fleſh, ſatisſie me 

with thy Blood, vouchſafe me thy 
Grace, communicate to me thy Na- 
ture, let me receive life from thee 
to act and live unto thee, who mea- 
ſureſt not thy gifts by our petitions, 
or deſerts, but our wants, and thy 
own mercy. 


Cat* 
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Earneſt Supplication foz Be- 
quiſite Qualifications, 


O go to that Ordinance which 
requires all imaginable liveli- 
_ neſs and activity, with dull affections, 
will be my /in, if through. want of di- 
ligent endeavour I get: not my Soul 
affected and inflamed, by ſtirring up 
the Graces of God in me; and whi- 


ther ſhall I go for this, but unto thee, | 


the author and finiſher of them 2 
How ſhal! I do it but by thee? O 
do it for + AW * 

Affect my heart with an 


Holy Reve. 
nos awful reverence, and ſelf-a- 


Humility, | baſement, upon my ſo near 
approach unto thee in this 
ſolemn Ordinance; towards the great- 


neſs of thy Majeſty with whom J 


there come to renew my Covenant; 


towards the excellency of thy Son, 
whom I come to receive into my 
Soul; towards the holineſs of thy 
Spirit, whoſe aſſiſtance I hope for, 
and by whom I come there to be eſta- 

: bliſhed 


* Requiſite Qualifications. - 63 
bliſhed in my Union and Communion 
with Chriſt and his Members. Oh! 
how durſt I, who am nothing but 
folly and infirmity, miſery and fin, 
ſhame and death, preſume to come ſo 
nigh (for behold, the Heaven of Hea- 
vens cannot contain) thee, unleſs thou 
hadſt invited, and commanded me 2? 
If ſo much Sanctity, Reverence,' and 
Devotion was requiſite as to the Ark, 
the Temple, the receiving thy Law; 
O how ſhall I behave my ſelf now FE 
go to receive thy very ſelf ; or Com- 
municate with © thee, that deſerve not 
to come before thee > Oh, how Humble: 
ſhould I be, who am to receive a gift 
of free Grace? The high and lofty 
One dwells not in an haughty heart, 
| but with him that is of a contrite, 
bumble ſpirit : nor will he that hum- 
bled himſelf to the death of the Croſs, 
be taken into a proud Soul. O that I 
may therefore have Grace, whereby 
I may ſerve thee acceptably, with re- 
verence, and godly fear, and becloath- 
ed, not only with the Righteouſueſs, 
but Humility of Chriſt ; be low and 
Ds ge” Sn mean, 
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mean, baſe and vile in my own eyes. 
I am not worthy to be called thy Son 
(make me as one of thy meaneſt 
Servants,) nor of the loweſt room 
at thy Table; O give my ſins thy 
pardon, my Soul thy grace, my per- 
ſon and ſervice thy acceptance in thy 


Beloved ; and what thou doſt convey, 


ſeal to me by what I am to receive. 
Szviie Without Anowledge, the 
_ Knowledge. Heart, the Duty cannot be 


good; but the Covenant thou haſt | 
made with thy people, is, they ſhal 


all know thee, from the leaſt to the great- 

eſt. O let me come with Azowledge 
of the nature, neceſſity, uſe, and 
ends of the Ordinance, Direct me 
how to behave my ſelf at, and me- 
ditate upon thole Divine Myſteries, 
that 1 may not be a blind offerer, 


nor bring a blind offering; but offer 


unto thee a lively Sacrifice, holy, ac- 
ceptable and reaſonable Service ; that 
I may receive with underſtanding, 
diſcern the Lord's Body, look into 
the myſteries of the Sacrament, leſt 
not knowing the meaning, I feel as 
- the 
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Requiſite Qualifications, 65 
the comfort of it; but be alienated and 
eſtranged from thee, through the! 18. 

norance that 1 is 5 ; 76h 
Give me a deep ſenſe o * 
own vileneſs al ee tr 
eſs : take away this Heart of Stone, 
and give me a Heart of Fleſh, that 
I may loath my ſelf in my own ſight. 
for mine iniquities, and for mine a- 
bominations ; be filled with ſhame 
and forrow, hatred and indignation 
againſt my ſelf, for my offending fo 
good and gracious, ſo loving and 
bountiful a Father, Redeemer and 
Sandtifier : That 1 may look upon 
him whom I have p:erced, and mourn 
for my fins that colt him fo dear, 
were the cauſe, as well as any other 
men's, of his death, and would have 
coff me damnation + abominating 
them as the ſcourges and thorns, 
nails and ſpear that afflicted, crucified, | 
the Lord of Glory. The day of 
mourning for him is at hand; O that 
| I may then flay my moſt beloved 
Luſts! be revenged on them for it, 
and for their endeavouring to rob 
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me of my ſpiritual Birth- right, my 


eternal Bleſſedneſs. Let me call to 


mind and be truly ſenſible of every 
ſin, and of the evil of it; and of 
my Saviour's Love manifeſted to me 


in his Sufferings. There where he 


appears moſt #/oody, let Sin appear 


moſt deadly ; that I may receive a 
Chrit, with a broken, con- 
trite Heart ; a Sacrifice thou wilt not 
deſpiſe, O God, prepare it in me; 
that being weary and heavy- laden, 


thou mayeſt give me reſt. 


New Obe. And ſeeing thou giveſt 


dience. thy ſelf only to thy Diſci- 


ples and Friends ; work in 
me e freſh purpoſes of amendment; ; that 
being willing and obedient, I - may 
cat the good of the Ordinance : Let 


there be conformity, that there may 


be Communion. 1 Cannot eat the 


Paſſover and ſtay in Fgypt ſtill; Let 
me do it with my Loins girt, ready 
to march toward the promiſed Land. 

Thou confirmeſt thy Covenant; O 
grant that 1 may perform my part of 


it. Seeing the Covenant of Grace ſeal- 
"0 


— 'Requiſite Qualifications. &7 
ed, let me ſeal a Covenant of Obedience:; 
ſeeing by the merits of Chriſt's death 
am purchiſed to be thine ; by the 
power. of it, let me be dead to Sin, 
and receive the life of Grace, and 
change my Life and Converſation ; 
let me bring a wounded heart to, and 
carry wounded fins from thy Table; 
die to fin, ſeeing Chrift died for fin; 
let me take him by way of Surety, 
and give up my ſelf to him by way 
of ſurrender; receive him as a Sa- 
viour, and ſubmit to him 28s a Prince; 


b ſet my ſelf a part for thee on that 

5 Feaſt of Dedication. Let me approach 

1 with the moſt ſincere fixed refalat ions 

t of an entire reſignation; and receive 

y ſuch grace and ſtrength from thee, as 

t may enable me faithfully to perform 

y them; that I may find my felt in the 

le number of thoſe to whom my Saviour 

x allows ſuch ſpecial Manifeſtations: of Y 
y himſelf, by lifting up the light of his 
d. Countenance upon rhem, by intima- | 
O ting his good-will and love to them, | 
of his fulneſs and righteouſneſs for them, | 
1 as ſhews his conſtant abode with them. | 


Let 
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53 Earneff Supplication ta: 
pi, Let no prophane or unſea- 
89855 ſonable thought enter into my 
Mind while I am about that holy 


Solemnity; let me lay aſide earthly, - 


vain imaginations, drive away all 
drowſineſs, careleſneſs of Spirit; 
that 1 may contemplate upon, and 
give my ſelf up wholly unto him, 
who ſacrificed his Soul and Body 
for me; and come with ſuch reve- 
rential hungering, and holy affections, 
as is due to the hand that reacheth, to 
the Seal that ſecureth, to the Food that 
ſtrengthneth that ſpritual life in us, 
without which we can never be hap- 
pv. U thou tnat caiieit me unto thee, 
pity my vileneſs, pardon my ſinfulneſs, 


cleanſe me of my filthineſs, enlighten 


my darkneſs, ſupport my weakneſs ; 
Adorn me with a Wedding-Garment, 


the righteouſneſs of thy Son, and 
holineſs of thy Spirit; that all my 


nakedneſs may be covered, my great 
deformities hid from thine eyes. Par- 
don me by thy mercy, that | may 
receive thy grace, and fit me there- 
by to receive thy mercy ; help me 


ſo 
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| _ RequiſiteQualifications. 69 
ſo to accuſe my ſelf, that thou mayeſt 
acquit me; ſo to judge and condemn 
my ſelf, that thou mayeſt abſolve me; 
ſo to exerciſe a holy revenge upon 
| my ſelf, that thou mayſt ſpare me. 
Let thy holy Spirit be thy Harbinger 
to provide entertainment for thy Son 
in my Soul, that he may find it (wept 
of my fin, and garniſh'd with grace; 
make it day in my Soul, by hopes 
and deſires, before | receive the Son of 
| Righteouſneſs. BS e 
Faith is thy own gift, as 
| well as Chriſt : I believe, 
Lord, help my unbelief, that I may not 
only look upon, and remember, but 
cloſe in with, and re&ive him there 
tendred; eat his Fleſh, and drink 
his Blood; apply Sim, as taking on 
himſelf our nature, and giving it as 
a ranſom for our ſins; that | may 
not ſtagger at the Promiſe, through 
Unbeliet, but be ſtrong in Faith, 
giving glory to God ; being fully 
perſuaded. that what thou haſt pro- 
miſed, thou wilt perform. When 1 
| ice Bread and Wine upon the Table, 
„ = 


Faith. 


- r 


70 Carneſf Supplication fo2 
let me ſee Chriſt there as a Fraſt, in 
token of my Reconciliation with thee, 
and on the Croſs as a Sacrifice, offer- 
ing up his Body and Blood for me. 
Obſerving the Bread broken, let me 
ſee Chriſt Crucified for, and offer- 
ing himſelf unto me : when the Wire 
15 pouring out, let me behold how 
his Blood was ſhed for me. As I re- 
ceive Bread and Wine for my bodily 
ſuſtenance, ſo cauſe me to feed on, 
digeſt and improve his body and 
blood; having the ſame expectation 
of Spiritual and Eternal Life from him, 
that I have of temporal life from my 
food. Let me eat not only the Bread 
of the Lord, but the Bread which 5 


the Lord; that as by my ſenſes I re- 


ceive the Elements to my Corporal, 
ſo by Faith I may receive and apply 
him to my Spiritual nouriſhment. Let 
the Ordinance be a lively reſemblance, 
remembrance, and application of the 
ſufferings, and earneſt of the Supper 


of the Lamb. Let Chriſt be ſo lively | 


ſet forth, as if Crucified before my 
eyes, dying for me: that beholding 


and | 


I 
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Vegquiſite Qualifications, 71 
and embracing him, and even putting 
my fingers into the print of the nails, 

in his hands and feet, and thruſting 
my hand into his fide; I may beſo 
fully perſuaded of his ſuffering for 
me, that I may not be fazthleſs but 
Lelieving; ſaying, My Lord and my 
Cod, he loved me, pay Os: himſelf for 
me; my Beloved is mine, and I am hs. 


3 

y O that I may fo touch him, as I may 
n, find and feel ſtrength, peace, virtue 
d I come from him, and be healed of all 


my uncleanneſſes; that they may not 
be unto death, but unto the glory of 
thy mercy in pardoning, and grace in 
| purifying ſo polluted a Wretch. That 
it may be the food, the feaſt of my 
graces ; the poiſon, the funeral of my 


e- uneral of my 
L | 9 Let me ſo feed upon his 
y bleſſed Body, and bath my Soul in his 
t precious Blood, that my Soul may 


magnifie the Lord, and my Spirit re- 
joice in God my Saviour; whom ha- 
ving not ſeen, I may love; in whom 
though J ſee him not, yet believing, 
I may rejoice with joy unſpeakable and 
full of glory. Circumciſe my heart 
7 JJ 
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ing us with ſuch Seals of his Love, 


| Raptures, joys and hopes in this Fe 


thee, languiſhipg with deſires to en- 


Earneſt b arne for 


to Love thee with all my Soul, 
and with all my ſtrength. Let 

my heart be raviſhed with this infi- | 
nite mercy in thee to ſnful, miſerable 
man in contriving, and giving ſo glo- 
rious a Redeemer, and Redemption, 
to ſave him; and now in preſent- 


% 


and admitting us into ſo near, ſo holy 
a Communion : For this let me be 
conſtrained in love to thee, and. 
thy Son, and to man for his ſake, 
and into a ſtedfaſt vow of living and 
dying to thy ſervice ; that I will give 

orgive, do and ſuffer any thing 
for thee. Let me be filled with holy 


fo great a goodneſs, which having 
done this, will deny me nothing, | 
(and maugre the rage and malice of 
hell) not ſee my ſoul loſt, for whom 
all this is done. Oh, let me meet with 
ſtrong endearments of Affections; 
melting and flowing over towards 


thee, even turned into, made up 
of love for thee ; that I may be the 
Dy 


| Requifite Aue 


ul. N Diſciple whom thou dove, and layeſt 
er in thy Boſom. O deal with me as 
16. thou often doſt with them that draw 
41, Nnear to thee: though I burn not with 


ſo hot a flame, yet through thy grace 
I crave it of thee; that I may parti- 


85 cipate with, and be numbred amongſt 
ve. fuch fervent Lovers. If I cannot ſay 
ly I am t of love, yet Tam fick that I 


cannot love thee. There wilt thou 


be “ | ren 

1d give me thy love? admiſſion to more 

ge. familiar fellowſhip with thee, clearer 

d manifeſtations, ſenſible rn and 
ve aſſurance of thy love and affection 

ng unto me, that 1 am beloved of thee. 
ly Give me grace to love the Lord Jelus 
1 in ſincerity; let him dwell in my heart 
8 by Faith and Love; that being rooted 

95 and grounded in Love, I may be able 

of to comprehend with all Saints, what 
mzs the breadth, and length, and depth, 

th and heighth, and to know the Love 
„of Chriſt which paſſes Knowledge: 
Let the remembrance of him pierce = 
n. me with grief, tranſport me with love, 

pi <ptivate my will, engage all my af- 

le 


fections to him and for him. And let 
e me 
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74 Eatneſf Supplication koꝛ 

me know that I am paſſed from deatiff 
to life, becauſe I 27 the Brethren 
Shed abroad thy Love into my coldf 


frozen heart, and inflame it with fer 


vent aſtections to thee and thine. Whilel 
my Love is burning towards thy ſelf, 
O how can it chuſe but be imparted f 
to thy Friends, who ſincerely love 

thee, and on whom thou haſt ſet thy] 
heart, and ſhed thy Love, and to 
whom thou haſt given thy Spirit, 

whereby they are made like unto thee: 
Let thoſe be lovely in my eyes to 
whom Chriſt is precious. Let none of 
us come to that Love-Feaſt with un- 


charitable Spirits. Oh, that our Fa- 


ther in Heaven may look down upon 
his Children feaſting together in mu- 


tual love and delight, in the remem- 


brance of all that Love he hath ſhewn 
unto us, with joyful expectations of 


what further he hath promiſed to us. 


Let me not ſit ſad and 


Toy andThanks- dejected, as if L liked not 


giving. 
the Proviſion, or thought 


my ſelf not welcome. Make this mag- 
nificent ſolemn Feaſt, theſe Celeſtial 


Viands 


3 


Vegquiſite Qualiſications. 75: 
Viands wherewith thou feedeſt thy 
People, by the gracious, comfortable 
diſcoveries of thy ſelf, a Spiritual 
Banquet unto my Soul, a Feaſt of fat 
things, a Feaſt of Wine on the Lees, 
of fat things full of Marrow, of Wine 
on the Lees well refined! Do not only 
ſtand and knock, but open the door of 
my heart; vouchſafe to come in and 
abide with me, that there may be a 
comfortable converſe: ſup with me, 
and let me ſup with thee, that I may 
be abundantly fatisfied with the fat- 
neſs of thy houſe, (feel and find a- 
bundance of Soul - ſatisfaction in the 
Ordinance) and do thou make me 
drink of the River of thy pleaſure: 

quench my thirſt after carnal, and let 
me be filled with Divine pleaſares, ra- 
viſhments, and contentments, flowing 
from the inexhauſtible fountain of 
Divine Plenty. Let my Soul be ſatiſ- 
fied as with Marrow and Fatneſs, ane 
my mouth praiſe thee with joyful lips. 
Let me come before thee with thank(- 
giving, and praiſe thee with my whole 
heart. Let there be Angels work at An- 

Rr OD gels 


— 


* — —— a . 
b — 


—— 


75 Earneſt Supplitation, &c. 
gels food; make me joyful in thy 
Houſe of Prayer. By and for him let 


me offer the Sacrifice of Praiſe to God, 
the fruit of my lips giving thanks un- 
to his name in the great Congregation, 


and praiſe thee among much people. 


Thou art ready to give ſupport and 


FUN rags w to _ 
mma” | hungry; and the water of 
125 ons — him that is 4. thirſt. 

Thou art not ſtraitned in 
thy ſelf, but I am ſtraitned in my own 
bowels; the defire and the meat, the 
feeling of our neceſſity and relief, are 
all from thee. O thou that provideſt 
that Heavenly food, give alſo a ſuit- 
able reliſh and digeſtion. Bid, and 
make we welcome; ſay, Eat, O Friend; 
Drink, yea, Drink abundantly, O Be- 
loved! O create and ſtir up in me ear- 
neſt longings, and a Spiritual Appetite; 
that I may be made partaker of the 
good things thou haſt prepared for 
me; with enlarged affections, and 
deſires after, anſwerable to my need 
of the Ordinance, and Chriſt offered 
in it, as full nouriſhment for my = 
Pa = Under 
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The Evening Clofſe. 7 

under the forms of Bread and Wine,; 
and with ſtrong expectations to re- 
ceive him and his benefits. With de- 
ſire let me deſire to eat this Paſſover; 
open my mouth wide, that thou may ſt 
fill it: As the Hart panteth after the 
Water-brook, ſo let my Soul pant after 


{ 


thee, O God, © 


The Evening Cloſe. 


ND now, O gracious God, leave 
me not to the dulneſs, the dead- 
neſs, the hardneſs, the impenitency, 
the unbelief, the barrenneſs, the 
earthlineſs, the impotency, the di- 
ſtraction of my own Heart! O enrich 
the Ordinance with thy own Pre. 
ſence. While the Hing ſitteth at his 

| Table, let my Spikenard ſend forth the 
ſmell thereof. Deſcend into my 
Heart by the Excitations of thy 
Grace, and Influences of thy Joy; 
and let me aſcend unto rhee by the 
exerciſe of grace, and pious addreſſes. 
Awake thou North-wind, and come 
thou South, blow upon my Garden, 
that the Spices thereof may flow out: 
ES make 
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The Evening Clole. 
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make every Grace in my Soul lively, 


active and fragrant, by the breath- 


ings and inſpirations of thy holy Spi- 


rit. O abide with me, becauſe it 


draweth towards the time of Receiv- 
ing: What do 7 there, if thou be not 


there? If thy preſence go not along 


with me, carry me not hence. Let 
Chriſt appear unto, and be known of 
me in breaking of Bread; let me carry 
away not only Bread, but Light, Life, 
and Health; that with open face, be- 
holding, as in a glaſs, the glory (the 
love, the mercy and goodneſs) of 
the Lord, I may be changed into the 


ſame Image, from glory to glory, 


evenas by the Spirit of the Lord. O 


let me remember, and do thou re- 


member what thy Son hath ſuffered, 
that I may be thankful, and thou fo 


ſenſibly gracious unto me, that I may 


taſte and ſee how good the Lord is. 
I am altogether unworthy of my 
deſires ; but what thou doſt for any, 
is not becauſe they are worthy, but 
becauſe it pleaſeth thee to do for 
thine what they ask of thee accord- | 


The Evening Cloſe, 

ing to thy Will. With what confi 
dence go we to Market with Money 
in our hand 2 we doubt not of re- 
turning without our errand ; O'we 
ſhould come as confidently to thee; 
expeCting the giving out of grace to 


us, as if we were able to purchaſe it: 


for thou haſt bid us, Come, buy Wine 
and Milk without Money, and without 


| price ; and haſt promiſed, and art 


more willing to give the Spirit to 


them that ask it, than Parents Bread. 


to their Children, which they cannot 
deny, whatever ſhift they make for 


it. Our Love to our Children is but 


hatred, our Compaſſion hardneſs, 


| our Bowels Rocks, in compariſon of 


thine to thine. Why then wilt thou 
not hear me? turneſt thou a deaf ear 


to me 2 Cant thou deny me? Did 
any of the Seed of Jacob ſeek thy face 
in vain? Who ever approached to 


this overflowing Fountain of {weet- 
neſs, but carried away ſome drops ? 
or fate by ſo great a flame, and re- 
ceived not ſome- warmth from it? 
Why then lies my Soul ſo cold, ſo 

8 _ 
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28 frozen, ſo dead before thee 2 O wilt 


Dry from a Fountain > Cold from iſ 


a Feaſt of Love? Oh! make it a type 


 1ence and obſcurity. Away, my Soul, 


_ polluting place, among a ſtrange Peo- 


Fathers Houſe. O that I had wing 
like a Dove, then would I flie = | 
| an 


- The Evening Cloſe. 


thou not relieve a hungry Beggar 2 
Wilt thou not grant the requeſt of an. 

importunate Petitioner 2 Shall I go 
away empty from an inexhauſtible 
Treaſure 2 Hungry from a Feaſt ? 


the Sun? Sad and comfortleſs from 


and earneſt of -our Eternal Banquet : 
Lead me to that by Faith and Love, 
and Seal me to it in Spirit and Conſci- W- 
exce ; let me enjoy thy lightſome, re- 
viving company in this ſtate of ab- 


from this dark, deceitful, vexing 
World ; love not thy Diſeaſe, thy | 
Fetters, thy Calamities ; join not with 
thoſe that take up their reſt on this 
ſide Heaven, ſaying, It is good to be 
here. Woe is me, that I ſojourn in 
Meſech ; that I dwell in the Tents of 
Kedar ; that I remain in this finful, 


ple, and am kept fo long from my 
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Vander far off, and remain in the 
Wilderneſs; I would live in the ſoli- 
arieſt place of the Earth, for my 
reater freedom from fin, and enjoy- 
ent of God. This flattering, vex- 
Ing World ſhould ſoon ſee me quit it; 
ny baſe heart ſhould ſoon be rid of 
Ine, rather than undergo their unceſ- 
Want troubles : I would haſten my e- 
Jcape from the windy ſtorm and tem- 
Welt. O wretched man that J am, who 
ſhall deliver me from the body of this 
leath? which ſo oft troubles, grieves, 


ad overclouds me, diſtracts and hin- 
ers me, allures and intangles me? 
hen ſhall T have done trifling and 
| {Wallying, roving and repining, fret- 
ing and diſputing 2 When ſhall 1 
e {ly talk and walk with thee 2 be com- 
1 Poſed and fixed 2 ſpiritual and hea- 
f {Wcnly 2 love, chuſe, and obey thee? 


pelight, rejoice, joy and glory in thee? _ 
when wilt thou unlooſe the cords 
! this tottering Tent > When ſhall 
his Mud. wall crumble into duſt ? 
hen ſhall my Earthly houſe of this 
wow e Taber- 


ind be at reſt; loe, then would I 
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Tabernacle be diſſolved? When ſhall: 
I be carried to thoſe Eternal Manſions pir 
- Why as his Chariot fo long in comWidi 
ing? Why tarry the Wheels of hifhy 
Chariot? Hath he not ſped 2 Hat Life 
he not divided his gifts? Hath ra: 
not obtained his purchace? Hath Hor 
not prepared a place for me ? Shalllher 
ever be at home in the Body, an ned 
abſent from the Lord 2 Make haſte ho 
O thou whom my Soul loveth, an ick! 
come in Glory, as thou firſi cameſt i ive 
Humility ; and conform them to tinte. 
ſelf in Glory, whom thou make her 
conformable to thy Sufferings and Hume: 
mility. Keep up our Faith, our Hofen 
and our Love; by the Exerciſe ¶ oo 
them let us have our ConverfationMpicc 
with thee in Heaven; and dailWe 1 
vouchſate us ſome beams of thy mai. 
recting, conſolatory light, in this ou ir 
darkneſs; and be not as a Strange find 
to thy ſcattered Flock, thy diſcono wit! 
late Spouſe, in this diſtant ſtate, ti be a! 
deſolate Wilderneſs. O ſhew thy ſand. 


more clearly to us; teſtifie to out 
Souls that thou art our Head and &. 
| _; 


Wrangeneſs, feed our odious unbelief; 
or my corrupt habits choak or ſmo- 
her my. new reſolutions, and ſweet 
neditations. Theſe weak wavering 
zoughts, theſe faint deſires, theſe 


\Wickly affections in my Soul, will not 


ive a night, unleſs. my gracious God 
interpoſe his power, preſerve and 
heriſh them. O ſeeing thou haſt given 

e grace to beſtow ſome ſmall pains. 
on my heart, and to conceive ſome 
good hopes, let them not be daſht in 


o pieces in ſo ſhort a moment: ſpread 


the wings of thy Mercy over me, and 
maintain that, which not l, but 2% 

pirit hath wrought in me; Jet me 
find all, when I awake, let me be ſtill 
with thee, O bleſſed Trinity, to whom 
be aſcribed all Honour and Glory, now 
ind for ever. Amen, - 7 


\ . 
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H, where am 12 What do 
All the Children of the Bride 
chamber are up and ready, and 
ſlumbering in my Bed! Tell me, ye 
faireſt, what made you p ſo early, 
and dreſs d fo ſoon? Alas, our Lord 
was up before us all ; he called us up 
by break of day, and wondred we 
were not trimming our Lamps, nor 
decking our ſelves, knowing with 
whom we were to meet, to Feaſt to 
day. Our Beloved ſpake, and faid 
unto us, Rife up, my Love, my fair 
ones, and come away. This is the day 
which the Lord hath made, we will 
rejoice and be glad in it. How ſhould 
we welcome it with ſufficient joy and 
thankfulneſs, for the approach of fo 
great a bleſſing, that brings our Sa. 
viour ſo near unto us? 
Tis too too late; I will ariſe and 
get me ready ; but where are my 
Cloaths > O how poor, how empty, 
how naked am I? O for a heart * 


—— — ea Ain 4 
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of holy breathings and deſires! Oh, 
for the graces of Knowledge, Faith, 
Repentance and Humility, Love, and 
Thankfulneſs, and ſincere Reſolutions 
Jof new Obedience, to adorn me with 
Tam never dreſs'd till they be on. 

Ah! this vain World, this envious 
Devil, this evil, deceitful Heart, hath 
got, or hid them from me. Behold, 
the Bridegroom cometh, and I am not 
ready: How can Idare go to day: 
Now will my Lord, when he comes in 
to ſee his Gueſts, looking over them, 
lay, Where is ſuch a one? Was he not 
bidden ? I am ſure I invited him. If 
go undreſs d, he will ask, how camel 
in, not having on a Wedding-Garment 2 
To either I ſhall be ſpeechleſs. Ah, 
fooliſh, careleſs heart! to let Earthly 
entangle thy Heavenly thoughts, which 
heed and care might have preven- 
ted: my horrible negligence and 
guiltineſs makes me tremble to go, 
yet not dare to keep away? for where = 
ſhould my polluted Soul be waſh'd, 

ut in that Fountain ſet open for fin | 
Ind uncleanneſls. 1 4 

Z Oh, 1 


intangle my thoughts from all things 


thereby juſtified ; I have no Righte: 
would not mention it before thee; 


_ greateſt fitneſs and perfection a crea- 


8s The Communion 
Oh, thou that wilt in no wiſe caſt 
off him that cometh unto thee, dil- 


below, over-look my manifold weak. 
neſſes and imperfections. If I knew 
nothing by my ſelf, yet were I not 


ouſneſs of my own; and if I had, | 
though I were Righteous, and had the 


ture is capable of, yet would I not} 
anſwer thee ; I would not plead, but 
ſupplicate; not ſtand upon my Right, 
but petition thy Favour ; not expect 
thy Juſtice, but crave thy Pzty ; 1 
would make ſupplication to my Judge. 
The Righteouſneſs of man is not pleae- 
able before a Righteous God : If thou 
ſhouldeſt be extreme to mark what 
is done amiſs, by the beſt Men, in the 
beſt actions, O Lord, who could ſtand? 
We are all as an unclean thing, and all 
our Righteouſneſs is as filthy Rags; 
my perſon is loathſome and abomina- 
ble; my preparation and -e/? perfor- 
mances carry in them matter of my 
OWN 


wn death and indictment, except 

thou (oh) cover them with the Robe 
of Chriſts Righteouſneſs, and ſprinkle 
them with his blood, they can find 
no acceptance with thee. 


- Weook'ft upon thee our paſſions and 
enſibilit ies, our weakneſles and ſuffer- 
;{Wngs; fo art become a merciful High 
rieſt, and pitiful to our infirmities, 
eceive a wearied Sinner, an over- 


polluted Soul into thy care, cuſtody, 


hot ſufficient to make me worthy to 
e fed with thy Body, nouriſht with 


nd be one with thee ;, but what 1 
annot be of my ſelf, let me be made 
thei thee, who of God art made unto 
ids, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sancti- 
allWcation and Redemption. O, weigh 
line own, not my merit; that I may 
fer up an Odour of a ſweet ſmell, a 
acrifice acceptable, well pleaſing un- 
d thee by Chriſt Jeſus; the lite of 

ig = - them 
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And Oh! thou who for our ſakes 


Purthened Conſcience, an. afflicted, 


nd cure. The humility and ſorrow, 
ove and purity of any Creature, is 


hy Blood, united to thee, to dwell 


. — ong 
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them that believe, and the Reſur 


more {ins than I can commit, and ſhall 


 faken, and do deteſt > Haſt thou pur 


rection of the dead. From him I hope H. 


for victory againſt my fins, ſtrength ny 


in duty againſt my weaknelſles, 


ſuccour in my life againſt temptation, 2 
in my death againſt deſpair, after "A 
death againſt damnation. TI preſume ch 
upon thy help, not becauſe I have de. 5 
ſerved it, for T have been an unpro- 70 
fitable ſervant, but becauſe thou haf 5 
redeemed me, for thy Blood cannot be 5 


unprofitable. Help me, if not for; 
my miſery which I have deſerved. 1 
yet for thy mercies which thou haſt 
promiſed ; for thy goodneſs is more 


ready to forgive, than thy power to Tho 


puniſh ; and thy blood cries loude 
for Pardon, than my fins for-Puniſh- 
ment. Thou haſt not yet forgiven ,, 
ſo much as thou haſt promiſed, na 4 
promiſed more than thou haſt puri 
chaſed. Hath thy Blood ſatisfied fot 


it not ſatisfie for thoſe I have for 


chaſed Mercy for more than repent, 


and wilt thou not ſhew it on thoſe i 
hon 


thou ſhouldſt at laſt reject me? to long 
promiſing Salvation,that thou ſhouldſt 
at laſt deny me? Iam % Debtor for 
thy purchace, but thou art mine for 
the Promiſe. I could not oblige thee 
by my deſert, but thou haſt obliged 
thy felf by thy Word. I plead not 
the merit of my Obedience, but the 
mercy of the Covenant, which thy 
Love and Mercy moved thee to make, 


thy promiſe hath made thee a Debtor. 
Thou art not more free in making 
promiſes, than faithful in making them 


7 thouſand Generations. 
na And O that I could now 

Wy aſide my Body with my 7H, 5" 
Wyneſs / put off this outward 


tual ſight, that my mind might be 
endred more ſenſible of him ; fit to 
eeive a deeper impreſſion from his 


* and, that nothing but him might 


1 1 
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W whom thou haſt given Repentance? 
Haſt thou been ſo long calling, that 


and thy Truth tyes thee to perform: 
Free grace made thee a promiſer, and 


good: a God that keepeth Covenant to 


an for a more naked, inward, ſpi- 
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enter in. Au ay, be gone, ye wan- 
dring, worldly, vain thoughts, for 
I am going to my God: ſtir not up, 
nor diſturb the beloved of my Soul; 
come not near, to diſpleaſe him, or 
to call me away from entertaining and 
enjoying of him: yea (Lord) bid 
them be gone, and not dare to ap- 
pear before thee. It is the voice of 
my Beloved, I hear him inviting me 
to his Table; ] ſee him coming to en 
tertain me; let all fleſh be ſilent in 
his preſence. 1 
WMelcome holy thoughts and pure 
deſires; O happy time wherein 
may embrace my Saviour, and ſolace 
my ſelf in the arms of my deareſt 
Love! Awake my Underſtanding, 
Will, and Afections; Awake my 
Glory, and my Heart; awake all ye 
Powers, Faculties, and Graces of my 
Scu!, and all that is within me bt 
ſummoned in, ſtirred up, and wholly 
bent to attend his ſervice. My coll 
lieſt Box of Ointment cannot be be 
ſlowed better than on my Saviour: 
my greatelt care and caution, love an 
labour, than in his Service. And 


Mozning Des. 1 

And how ſhall I put my 4 an n. 
heart into a flame of Love, flimed with 
a frame to meet him, bet- T6. 
ter than by conſidering the wonders 
Jof his love unto me? Oh how free, 
unmerited, difintereſted! preventing 
not only our defires, but our no- 
edge, ſurpaſſing our wiſhes, as well 
as our deſerts. 

He loved us firſt. Had we deplored 
our Apoſtacy, returned before in- 
vited, made the firſt overtures of Re- 
conciliation with him; this had 
carried ſomething of inducement for 
procuring his love: But, that he who 
had received the injury, ſhould ad- 
dreſs himſelf to him that did it; that 
"the offended party ſhould pray, and 
n)Wcſeech the offender to be reconciled; 
What he whoſe right was to puniſh, 
Inould Vrſt offer terms of grace and 
pardon to them that had done him 
all the wrong, and make Compenſa- 
jon of it to himſelf! Herein is Love, 
ot that we loved him, but that he 
Woved us fir/?, even before we had a 
| being; ſo little could we deſerve it, 

ä Dn 


92 The Tommunion | 
that our felicity in his decrees, pre- 
| ceded our exiſtence in the World, 
His goodneſs is fo intirely its own 
principle, and motive, that even our 


Creation (ſince which alone we could 


pretend to merit it) is the effect of 
it, as well as our Redemption. When 
no eye pitied, no perſon interceded, 
no hand could relieve, he viſited and 


redeemed us, unable to add to, or di- 


miniſh his Eſſential Happineſs. If 
thou ſinneſt, what doſt thou unto 
him? If thou be righteous, what I 
giveſt thou him? our beſt ſervices 
are dues, not tributes; not to advan- i 
tage him, but to diſcharge our ſelves; 


as acknowledgments we have all from 


him. He doth us good, not becauſe 


we are, but he is liberally ſo. The 


fire we kindle on Gods Altar, warms 
and denligbteus us, but not Heaven at 
ſo diſtant a remove; nor is wanted 
in the Region of this Sun, which 
ſhines upon us Dunghils, not out off 
any invitation his Beams find there, 
but becauſe tis his Nature to be freely, 
obligingly diffuſive : nor is diſturbed 
x or 


PMozning Dreſs. 93 
or loſes its light, but we by turning 
away our Eyes, or ſending up the 
black and noiſom Vapours of our 
Luſts. I cannot but ſtand amaz d at 

the low ſtoop of thy Sacred Majeſty; 
Thou took'{t not on thee the nature 
of Angels, but the ſeed of Abraham; 
they are bound in chains of darkneſs, 
whilſt thou art drawing us with cords 
of Love: Thou ſparedſt them, 
and ſparedſt not thy Son for us. 
What admiration and aſtoniſhment 
can anſwer thy boundleſs Condeſcen- 
tion? that thou (who hadſt married 
infinitely below thy ſelf, if with the 
moſt ſpotleſs, ancienteſt, honoura- 


| bleſt houſe of thy Creatures, ) ſnouldſt 


take polluted duſt and aſhes into thy 


1 boſom! yea, thou paſleſt by all o- 


thers as nettles and thorns, while th 

Church is in thine eye as the Roſe of 
Sharon, and the Lilly of the Valleys. 
File loved us when Enemies; not 

only when we were not at all, in- 
capable of being a motive to his love, 
but when worthy of his deteſtation. 
To have ſpared our lives had been un- 


Eq expected, 
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expected, undeſerved mercy ; who 
finds his enemy and flays him not? 
was ever eye enamoured on deformity! 
or love ſet upon filthineſs and putre. 
Faction? but behold! I running away 
from him, hating of him, he loving 
me, following of me, intreating my 
return; I undoing, he pitying my 
Soul ; I finding his arms open to em- 
brace me, againſt whom ! was lifting 
up my hand; for when we were with. 
out ſtrength, Chriſt died for the un- 
godly ; and as foul, as ugly, as loath- 
tom, as forlorn, as ſin could make 
me, eſpouſed me to himſelf ; open- 
ed his Heart to lodge in it his profe/- 
ſed Enemy, that trod him under foot: 
his Bowels yearned toward thole, 
who raked into them with their 
bloody hands; his heart burnt with 
affect ion to thoſe that cruelly pierced 
it; when we were fighting, in Re- 
bellion, he was dying; when ve 
had the weapons in our hands, he 
had the Spear in his ſide. Herein 
God commended his love to us, in 
that while we were ſinners Chri/t _ 
or 


PMozning Dyꝛels. 95 
for us; ſhewed as great love and 
kindneſs, to the greateſt Enemy, as 
could be ſhewn to the deareſt Friend; 
and received me not to mercy only, 
but to the endearment of a Son. That 
the General ſhould die for the Soul- 
lier, the Phyſician for the wo the 


the Flock, the Maſter for the Servant, 
the Juſt for the Unjuſt, the Innocent 
for the Guilty, the Shepherd for the 
Sheep, the Prince for the Rebel, the 


Dijobedience; he that was without al 
, for him that was without all Righ- 
:couſneſs, God for Man; to wound a 
Darling to ſtanch the blood of a 


Put himſelf into the Malefactors 
loths and ſtead, and ſuffer for him; 


Wnd bleed to waſh his own blood 
Wrom their hands that ſpilt it; with 


Pounds weep ſoveraign Balſam to 
Tore thoſe that made them: that he 
| {Wiould interpoſe his own Breaſt to 


| Workman for the Work, the Paſtor for 
Lord of Glory for the Children of 


raitor; for the Judge to pardon, and 
N o die for thoſe that killed him; 


Ihe kind Balſam-Tree, whoſe healing 


„ receive 
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to us: and that while profeſſing our 
ſelves his Enemies, and proclaiming 


receive in thoſe mortal wounds due 


War againſt him; to ſpare our lives, 


loſe his own; that he ſhould ſo love 
4s, as to give himſelf for us, is ſucha MI « 

. ſo loving us, as we may ever admire, WM t« 
but caft never ſufficiently magnifie. I « 
He loved us unto Death, No foon-Wll { 

er born than Perſecuted, nor circun-W a 
ciſed than defignud for the laughter WF 
Behold the God of Heaven flying in c 
Womans arms from the rage of 21 
mortal man: The God of 7ſrael dr. d. 
ven to be nurſed out of the boſom oi w 
his Church. He that made the Hes. in 
ven of Heavens, ſubject to, if no} m 
buſily working in the homely Trade ey 

_ of a poor Foſter-tather. The own tr 
of all, poſſeſſing nothing, but th ca 
puniſhment due unto our fins. H by 
that commands the Devils to theiſ an 
Chains, tranſported, and tempted by Ch 
that preſumptuous Spirit. God al th 

_ lufficient, expoſed to hunger a Pa 
thirſt, wearineſs and danger, grill cv 
and contempt, reproaches, affront Y. 


all 


Mozning Dzels, 97 
and calumnies; blaſphemed of thoſe 
whoſe God he had always been in a 
peculiar manner; ſtreightned in the 
womb, vexed in the World, abaſed 
from the Cratch to the Croſs, reject- 
ed by Charles, perſecuted by Wretches, 
tempted by Reprobates ; and yet the 
Son of man muſt ſuffer many things, be 
ſold and caught, bound and dragged, 
arraigned and condemned, ſtript and 
ſcourged, reviled and beſmeared, pier- 
ced and gored, and then it zs finzſhed, 
Thou ſeemeſt now (O bleſſed Re- 
deemer) to have finiſhed in thy Paſſion, 
what thou hadſt continually ſuffered 
in the whole courſe of thy Life. How 
many ſlaves under the vaſſallage of an 
enemy, fare better than thou didſt 

from ungrateful Man whom thou 
| cameſt to ſave 2 Thy whole life was 
but a continual Paſſion, thy Birth 
and Death but. one protracted Act; 
Chriſtmas-day, and Good-Friday but 
the Evening and Morning of - thy 
Paſſion; thou found'ſt a Golgotha 
even in Bethlehem; others die Mar- 
Y, but thou waſt born one amongſt 
: 08 Beaſts, 


r 
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| Beaſts, livedſt amongſt worſe, and 
diedſt among Thieves. Bleſledneſs 
is made not Earth only but woe, to 
bring Earth from woe to Bleſſedneſs. 
Behold him now (O my Soul) 
hanging upon the Croſs (and thy 
Sins putting him into that gore) 
ſaying, weep not for me that endure it, 
but weep for your ſelves that cauſe it: 
read in me the cruelty of your ſins; 
ſee how barbarouſly they have uſed 
me, how miſerably I am torn and 
wounded by you, how many thorns 
in this Crown of thorns are your ſins? 
how my Blood with my. warmeſt 
love runs out to fetch you home to 
God? O my Head, my Side, my 
Hands and my Feet; Look through 
theſe gaping wounds, into my heart, iſ 
Pierced firſi by Love, and then by a 
Spear for you. Was ever any Sor- 
row, or Love like unto mine? Can I 
do more than die for you? will you 
not be perſuaded what an evil and 
bitter thing /n is unto me: Do you 
not ſee how it rakes into my Side, | 
and tears my very Heart ? how 15 : 
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dily it ſucks my Blood; Behold the 
pits it diggeth, the very print of its 
Nails, ſee the very place where it 
hath thruſt its Spear. Canſt thou 
hug and embrace bloody Parricides 2 
ſhew any kindneſs to fo deadly an 
enemy 2 harbour them that have uſed 
me thus? You ſay you are my 
Friends; will you not take my part 
againſt them? have not all theſe 
wounds mouths enough to perſuade 
you to fall out with ſin? Would you 
have me uſed thus again? Could you 
find in your heart to ſee me once 
more upon a Gibbet? Will you tear 
open my wounds (Crucifie me) a- 
freſn? Elſe why cannot you be pre- 
vailed with by this ſight2 why do 
you not ſpit in the Face of your fins 2 
do all the deſpite you can unto, re- 
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. verge me perfectly upon them 2? nail 
[| them unto my Croſs, if you would 
u have me embrace you? „ 
q Oh! ! ſigh unto thee for want of 
u Grief for thy grievous ſufferings: O 


that I could turn my ſelf into tears, 
that! might waſh the wounds __ | 
ave 
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have made! abhor my felf, who have 
ſo cruelly offended and tormented 

thee! who am the very party whoſe iſ 
offences have brought thoſe miſerable I 
torments and death upon thee ? Oh 
how muſt this needs engage me 15 
purſue them to death, that in the eye 
of all the World brought fo great 
ſhame, and pain, and amazement on 
the Lord of Life and Glory? Oh, that 
all my ſinful paſſions, my corrupt 
affections and inclinations, may now 
receive their mortal wound, never 
to live again! Oh, that the thoughts 
of my dying Redeemer, the ſight of 
vonder blood, the ſeeing but the 
Image of his Death may fill me with 
courage and reſolution, actually to 
mortifie every Luſt, as before they 
were virtually Crucified upon his 
Croſs, by the meritoriouſneſs of his 
death! Oh, that I may never ſuffer | 
them to live more, when I conſider, | 
that, becauſe of them Chriſt died! 
Oh, that I may be pricked at the 

heart, when in that mirror 1 look 
upon him whom I have * f 
3 
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Oh, that I may offer up unto him 
the Sacrifice of a broken and a con- 
trite heart, for thoſe Sins he made 
his Soul an Offering for! that Sin 
may not reign in my mortal Body, 
that I may not obey 1t in the Luſts 
thereof. | ; 

And now what remains, 


but that I renew a quick zn in . 


and lively ſenſe. of the ing. 


Ends of this Rite, and of mine in 
going, and what lies hid under the 
Ceremony? Oh my Soul! whither 
art thou going? what is that Table 
which I ſee yonder ſpread for us; 
and what is chy chief deſign in going 
to it? what means that broken bread 
that is provided? for what end was 
that Body Crucified ? do men uſe to 
drink a Cup of Blood > Oh, let me 
enter into the ſecret of this myſtery, 

and my own heart's! 
Renouncing my own Righteouſneſs 
and Preparatzon ; in thy name, merits, 
' mediation, ſtrength and righteouſ- 
neſs ; in obedience to thy command 
and thy Followers Practice; to re- 
new 
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new my Covenant with thee; to 


ata 4 - — Orr 


commemorate and be affected with 
thy death; to own and encreaſe my 


Spiritual Union and Communion with 


thee, and thy Members; to further 


my joy in the Holy Ghoſt, peace of 


Conicience, and hopes of Eternal 
Life; for the nouriſhment of my 
Soul; to get power againſt my fins; 
to act, excite, and ſtrengthen my 
graces; to make freſh applications of 
thy blood; to have the Covenant 
of Grace, with all its Bleſſings ſealed 


unto me, I will go unto thy Table. O 
ſtir up in me thirſting deſires after, 
and ſtrong Expectations to receive 
theſe bleſſed ends and benefits; and 
do thou make them good unto me. 
| Oh how weak, how im- 


. * perfect are my graces! here 
ine, man. 1 fee and know but in part, 
and therefore J love and o- 


bey but in part. Oh how many 


temptations, adverſaries, difficulties 
_ aſſault me! How ſeldom have I a 


Will to do good? and when F would 
do good evil is preſent with me. All 


1 
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lam, have, or can do, is from thee, 
ſo due unto thee, but all till unwor- 
thy of thee? yet how heartleſs and 


contracted is that little all of fervice 


do thee? I pray as if afraid to be 
heard, hear, as if unwilling to be 
8 ſaved, communicate, as if loth to re- 
ceive thee, ſerve thee, as if I would 
not pleaſe thee. And therefore I 
go to thy Table, where is ſet forth 
E proviſion ſuitable and ſufficient to 
W nouriſh my inner man; where are 
rendred moſt familiarly and effectu- 
ally his Fleſh and Blood, meat and 
drink indeed. Oh! that I may have 
ſuch expectations of Spiritual Life 
from him, as I have of Temporal 
Life from my food! and fo eat his 
Body and drink his Blood, receive, 
@ digeſt, and improve, feed upon, and 
piritually apply Chriſt as incarnate, 
and in his ſufferings, that I may find 
and receive refreſhment and ſweet- 
Ineſs, quickning ſtrength, and life 
from him, and may live by him, and 
in him, and he in me. Oh, that by 
the power of thy Spirit accompany- 
IN 1 


— ̃ ͤ:!— ͤ ͤ . ˙ . ISs 3 een — _ 
i P eee ea 
”- 4” * _ 
— p * 


304 The Communion 
ing the Ordinance, I may partake I 
yet more and more of a new, a di-. 
vine Nature: that I may find ſtrength 


and vigour diffuſed through my 
whole man; and receive ſome Com. 
munications of that Light and Life 
which Chriſt came into the World 
that his People might have, and that 
they might have it more aburidantly, Ml i 
Oh; that his Death and Reſaurredin Wt. 
may have their power and efficacy 
upon me, Crucifying my Luſts and 
Paſſions, and raiſing me up to all the 
acts of the Spiritual Life. Oh, that 
ſomething may be done this day 2. 
gainſt my Pride and Paſſion, World-M 
lineſs and Carnality, Hypocriſy and 
Uncharitableneſs, Doubtings and 
Unbelief, diſtruſtful Fears and Dit] 
contents, Back wardneſs and Indiſpo - I 
ſition to, Liſtleſneſs, Dulneſs, and 
diſtraction in Duty. Oh, that I may 
find my Heart thereby drawn neara 
to, and carried out with more uni 
weariedneſs and chearfulneſs in thy 
Service. Let me come from thencM 
with my Pardon Sealed, my Corrupt 
on 


Moꝛzning Diels, oz 
ons ſubdued, my Graces quickned, 
ſtrengthned, and confirmed; my 
Heart enlarged, my Soul refreſned 
and encouraged to run the ways of 
thy Commandments; and ſo inſepa- 
rably united to thee, that no Temp- 
tation may be able to diſſolve the 
Union; but that being begun here 
in Grace, i it may be perfected in Glory. 
Hoy painful and intol- , „ n ain Int. 
H ler able 1s the obſcuring on and Communion 
and interrupting of our vu, Chriſt and 
s Union aud Communion einn 
with Chriſt (our Heaven upon Earth?) 
8 7Therein we enjoy his Perſon and all 
comfortable relations to it, his death, 
and all the ſaving fruits, privileges, 
and influences of it. To maintain 
and increaſe, evidence and enjoy it, 
I receive the Cup of Bleſſing which 
we bleſs, the Communion of the 
Blood of Chriſt; and the Bread which 
we break, the Communion of the 


. 1 of Chriſt; to my Soul, my Faith, 
yea even to my outward Senſes, ſignt- 
q | 155 ſeals, and inſtrumentally exhi- 


bits my Spiritual Communion with 
Chriſt 


106 The Communton 

Chriſt in and through his Death, 
Thereby 1 partake of, and am nouriſh- 
ed by that Bread and Cup. Oh, that 
he being united to me in theſe holy 
Myſteries, may comfort, rule, and 
direct me in all my ways; and his 
Spirit turn me into his Image, and 
likeneſs! Oh, that I may there find 
him whom my Soul loveth! There 
are the /n, but where are the od 
and blood of my Saviour, the Lamb 
for a Sacrifice? I go not for the 
Bread and Wine, but to ſee Feſus. 


What are the Elements without thy! 
preſence? O what wilt thou give me, 
if I go from thy Table Chri/tleſs 2 Let 


him kiſs me with the kiſſes of his 
Mouth, (afford Expreſſions of his 


tender affection and reconciliation to 


my Soul) tor thy love is better than 
Wine. 5 
3 If we forſake Com- 
To maintain and : 
increoſe Spiritual munion with our fellow 


Union and Con- Members, how can we 


munion with 


Chriſts Members, maintain it with our 1 


Head: What need then 
have I to go to this Ordinance, which 
EE tends 


* 
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tends ſo much to unite and knit to- 
gether the disjointed Members of 
Chriſt ; for we being many are one 
Bread and one Body, for we are all 
partakers of that one Bread; and here- 
by profeſs to be one, and to walk as 
fellow members in Chriſt with all 
Chriſtian love and tenderneſs to- 
wards one another. Oh let my heart 
be enlarged towards them, my delight 
in them, (for their relation to thee 
and thy Image upon them) let me 
I {ympathize with, have a fellow-teel- 
ing of, intereſt my elf in their ſeve- 
ral ſtates and conditions; rejoicing 
with thoſe that rejoice, and weep- 
ing with thoſe that weep. Seeing 
thou haſt ſo loved us, let me be per- 
fectly reconciled to every man; let 
every ſpark of anger, envy, and ma- 
lice be utterly extinguiſhed; remem- 
bring, he that comes in hatred to thy 
Table, is a Judas to Chriſt, and a 
Cain to his Brother. 


Through © 
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1 Through. the Death of 
13 Chriſt my Sins are pardon- 
Deathb. ed, my reconciliation with 
: SGSod obtained, his Curſe 
removed, the enemies of my Salva- 
tion ſubdued, my Eternal Salvation 
and Inheritance obtained, my del: 
verance from worſe than Ægyptian 
Bondage procured, the new Cove- 
nant eſtabliſhed, all my mercies pur- 
chaſed, conveyed, and ſanctiſied: 
yet how unthankful for, how inſen- 
ſible, forgetful of it am I? fo greatly 
ungrateful, as to bury in oblivion 
| ts expreſſion of his infinite 
Ove. ö 
In honour of him, to make a ſolemn 
rehearſal of his famous Acts, to ſpeak 
of the glorious honour of his Ma- 
jeſty, and to talk of his power: I go 
unto that laſting Monument and Me- 
morial, to ſhew forth his Death till he 
come. Oh let me Celebrate it with an 
affectionate, thankful, and obedien- 
tial Remembrance ; with a raviſhd 
Heart fill'd with a gracious compoſ: 
tion of joy, and ſorrow, love, and 
| _ admiration; 
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admiration; with ſuch Reſentments 
as befit ſo ſtrange an object, that 1 
may deſire, and rejoice, mourn, and 
Itremble; be in ſuch a mixture of 
Paſſions as may even imitate the 
Fconfuſion that was in the World at 
His ſufferings; make ſuch deep and 
Waſting Impreſſions thereof on my 
Poul, as if this were the very day he 
Wuffered. Let me not conclude I 
have received Chriſt, till J have re- 
nembred him, ſo as to aflet my heart 
Frith love to him, -defire after him, 
Faith and joy in him, ſorrow for my 
Wins, the cauſe of his ſuffering. Let 
me think of it as an Hiſtory to im- 
prove my knowledge, as a Goſpel to 
peget my Faith, as an Example to 
provoke my patience, as a. benefit to 
procure my happineſs. Oh that 1 
may ſo remember him at his Table, 
pn his Croſs, that he may not forget 
me on his Throne, in his Kingdom. 
Lift up my mind from the contem“ 
Plation of him as he hung upon the 
Free, to him as he fits now in Glory 
t thy right Hand, making interceſſi- 
5 on 
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on for me, preſenting to thee ti 
invaluable merits of his Death, u 
_ appeaſe thee for the fins I commit: 
daily againſt thee. 2 
To have my per. ., BY reaſon of my ie 
ſonal claim and firmities, my careleſnel: 
ripic to the new. my ſins, how apt am 
i ec, to doubt the pardon iii 
them, and my intereſt in thy love 
The ſteams of Corruption riſing wi 
in me, intercept the light, and luſtre 
and evidence of my future poſſeſſion, 
and ſuggeſt matter of diffidence and 
anxiety; that my hopes hitherto 
have been ungrounded , my faith n! 
Preſumption, my claim to, and pro 
priety in Chriſt uncertain, if not 
quite deſperate. But he hath fhed 
his blood meritoriouſly to procure 
it; and Igo to the Ordinance as thouWnd 
haſt appointed it, to have my par- nd 
don, and intereſt in thy blood ſealed ed 
and aſſured unto me; and to rene 
my Engagements and Reſojutions,ſ 
that I may be tyed faſter to thee with 
new Cords of thy love; and that it 


may be more impoſlible for me to ul | 
— look 
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Poole my ſelf from thy ſervice. O 
make the Ordinance ettectual to all 
Itheſe bleſſed ends and purpoſes for 
Which thou haſt appointed it! Let 
Wit be not only a /n to repreſent, but 
Wn lnſtrument to convey Chriſt with 
Wc power and virtue of his Death 
Into me; and a ſeal to allure me of 
my intereſt in the Covenant; that in 
Whoſe holy Myſteries 1 may not only 


re ommemorate but eflectually receive my 
„ pleſted Saviour, (thou may {t com- 


Bnunicate to me thy ſelf) and all the 
benefits of thy Paſſion; and have not 
pnly a Repreſentation, but a Participa- 
Lon of thee in the Sacrament : To the 
Sutward Adminiſtration of it, join the 
Inward Seal of thy Spirit. 
Thou knoweſt all my corruptions 

Ind temptations, wants, weakneſſes, 
Ind imperfections, poverty and na- 
fedneſs, troubles and dangers; how 
Witen I am tempted and defiled, grie- 
ed and indiſpoſed ; what ſtrong 
gorruptions to be ſubdued and mor- 
fed, languiſhing graces to be quick- 
ed and ſtrengthned, faint purpoſes 
3 ER 
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and reſolutions to be enlarged and 
confirmed. In confidence of thy 
great goodneſs, faithfulneſs, and 
mercy, I thy poor ſinful Creature come 
unto thee y Creator; thy Son, unto 
thee my Father; thy Servant, unto 
thee my blefſed Lord; in danger, un 
to thee my Saviour; needy, unto the. 
the Poſſeſſor of Heaven and Earth 
diſeaſed, unto thee the only Phyficia 
unclean, unto thee the Fountain ii 
Grace and Mercy; deſolate, unto th 
God of all Conſolation ; guilty, Blind 
 difeleſs, unto thee the Author, the Fi 
ther of Pardon, Light, Life and Sul. 
vation. Oh, heal me of the guilto 
my fins by the merit of thy preciou 
Blood; of the power and corruptis 
of my ſins, by the efficacy of thy ho 
Spirit. Inflame my coldneſs with til 
fire of thy Love; ſoften my hart 
neſs with the dew of thy grace; e 
lighten my Blindneſs with a beam 
Light from Heaven; anoint the H 
of my Soul with Eye: ſalve, that Im 
ſee; clear up ſpiritual things to H 
apprehenſion ; heal all the diſt. 
hes pe 


— — — —— 


— — — ä —— . — 
—jp — —P ——— — — a : 
— — a lv une I. *. — by | 
— — — 3 — y , - a HM. > N 
ny —— — 5 * - + a . 0 
« ; = N 2 8 a — 5 2 3 
— 1 — * 2 
LY 
MW 
W n a 2 ꝶ9＋ZP̃— 9;UEùU—— nn dd gt be nee ® —— * — eee em 
. 
/ 


by 7 
—— —— 
— — 
ARC... 
Ih — 
an 


2 „ 1% 2 
-” 

= - 

ITY — 


; Moꝛzning Dzeſs, xt; 
pers, caſe all the pains, ſupply all 
the neceſſities of. my Soul. Make 
me more humble, holy, heavenly, 
Wconfident, and believing : fill thy 


ew thy ſelf through the Lattice of 
"Wy Ordinance : let me ſee the out- 
"Woings of my God and my King in 
is Sanctuary. Let me not come 


ö Ynto thee, nor go from thee, without 


hy (elf upon me; change me into 
y likeneſs, lift up my heart unto 
pee in Heaven, turn all earthly 
ings unto me to bitterneſs, con- 
mpr, and oblivion. Be thou my 
cat and drink, my hope and ſtrength, 
y ſhield and portion, my honour and 
ory, my love and joy, my delight 
d ſolace, only ſweet unto my taſte, 
dm henceforth and for ever. | 
Theſe are the mercies thou haſt 
omiſed to thy people, haſt bidder 
tem to asf, art wont to convey by thy 
inance. Theſe are the Legacies 


100 
tin 
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: Houſe with thy own Glory. Stand 
or at a diſtance behind the Wall, 


hee. Oh, take this ſeaſon of coming 
upon my Soul; beſtow more of 


F 2 left 
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left me by my Saviours Will: hit 
prayer and promiſe, his bleſſing and 
inſtitution, are engaged to procum 
them for all believing Receivers: fol 
theſe things therefore which thai 
then grantedſt him, do 1 come uni 
and wait upon thee this day; wid 
no lower aims go I ro thy Table 
with ſuch precious things is our Lott 
wont to feaſt his Gueſts ; and of hi 
infinite fulneſs it is, that I hope ll 
participate; through him to þ 
ſtrengthned with might in the inn! 
man, even to be made ſtreng by ti 
grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus. Thou hl 
provided for my Soul as well as Bod) 
ſhall there be Bread enough in m 
Father's Houle, and I here periſh i 
hunger? Pertains it not to thee 
keep in repair that habitation tl 
haſt made for thy ſelf? Will it te 
to thy honour who haſt begun 
build, to leave the workmanſhip! 
thine own hands, as if not able 
finiſh 2 muſt not the food and autl 
of our Spiritual Life, nouriſh 4 
cheriſh, redreſs the decays, upliſ 
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the frame of it in us? Oh! will the 
Head let a Member periſh ? ſhall a 
Branch wither for want of juice? he is 
the true vine, we the Branches; thou 
Wart the Husbandman, haſt ordained 
im to be the root, fountain, and 
Wiupport of all Spiritual furniture, 
grace and fruitfulneſs to thoſe im- 
Irlanted in him: Oh, of his fulneſs 
Wot Grace, communicate to me; for 
without him, I can do nothing ac- 
Neeptable to thee ! Art not thou as 
willing to beſtow the fru't of thy 
blood upon us, as to ſhed it for us? 
ift not hen, who once fo readily 
healedſt diſcaſes; curedſt all that came 
in unto thee, as much compaition to 
oul as Body > Art thou not as mer- 
ful, as tender, as able, as willing 
to help as ever? If (as I hope) thou 
tel wilt, thou can'ſt make me clean, and 
n upply my wants; outward means 
ip Pithout thee cannot, yet here thou 
le Wall bid, I attend, waiting for the 
ut elcent of thy holy Spirit: Oh, fay 
1 nto me, Be it unto thee even as thou 
t; yea, even as thou wilt (gra- 
1 © 3 clous 
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eious Lord) who art ever readily and 
{ſtrongly enclined to do thy people 
good. Oh, let me be ſo refreſh'd and 
firengthned with that Spiritual Ban 
quet, that I may cheartully walk on 
my way to Glory, through him who 
15 both Sacrifice and Prieſt, the Feaſt 
and Maſter of it, invites us to, and 
feeds us by Himſelf, to whom with 
thy Bleſſed Majeſty and Holy Spiri 
be aſcribed all Honour, Glory and 
Praiſe, now and for ever. Amen. 


. 
. 


| Xun ta nitpen. | 
Doing de Church. 


Ome away, my Soul! Let us go; 

(Ob, that I may!) See how be 
loved us, how dear we are unto him 

how nearly related he is unto us. Let 

us go die with, and for him; di 

claim whatſoever 1s againſt him, re 
new our Covenant with him, conſe 

crate our ſelves wholly to him, and 
refolve that we will never leave not 
forſake him. We were unworthy lf 
ſhould ſpeak to, or look upon „ 
_ 
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and yet he comes unto us, dwells 
vith us in our nature: unworthy of 


dne crumbs that fall from the Table 
ne hath ſpread for all Creatures: and 
u behold, he calls us to one furniſhed 
08 with the richeſt of his Bleſſings. Oh, 
ut that I may find him whom my Soul 
nl joveth! Oh, that he would ſpeak com- 
nl fortably, ſavingly, effectually, ſen- 
rug fibly unto me ! that my heart may 
oo burn within me while he talketh with 


me, and openeth unto me his love 
and affection, thoſe holy myſteries, 
and my underſtanding. His ſweat 
and blood (oh, my Soul) drowned not 
| his affection to us, his Compaſſion 
brake through his Paſſion, in the ſame 
night (which was ſo full of anguiſh 
and dolour to his Soul) wherein he 
was betrayed ; when death was in 
fight, and all thoſe unſpeakable fears 
and ſorrows, terrours and ſufferings 
were ready to invade him; when his 
DiſcipleMhpere ready to betray, for- 
lake, or deny him; injuries from men 
ready to load him, and the Juſtice 
of God upon ſin to be demonſtrated 
F 4 on 


on him; he then even forgot his own 
miſeries, to remember and diſpenſe 
his mercies to us; and to provide this 
Banquet for us; continually to pre. 
ſent himſelf to us, leſt after he had 
endured ſo much for us, we ſhould 
forget or diſtruſt his love unto us 
Oh, how was he burned between n. 
fires, that of his Affectious to us, and 
his Aflictious for us! At that time 
wherein men were deſigning the 
greateſt cruelty againſt him, was he 
beſtowing the greateſt courteſy and 
giſt on us; himſelf leaving us a le- 
gacy, a pledge at parting of his dear- 
eſt love, ſtronger than Death; that held 
him on the Croſs to finiſh our Salva 
tion, when Death could not hold 
him in the grave. Before he gave 
himſelf to be crucified for us, he pro- 
vides an Ordinance, the means of his 
communicating himſelf to us: be 
gives us in this holy Sacrament, what iſ 
he did, and gave, prepareq and pu- 
chaſed for us on the Croſs.“ 
Oh, the infinite love of God, that 
he would give his own Son; and cf 
= | Chriſ 


5 
Going to Church. 119 
Chriſt that he would fo graciouſly 
come and fave us, and leave us thoſe 
remembrances and tokens of his Love ! 
that he ſhould. die for us when he 
was on Earth, be ſo mindful of, and 
nouriſh us with himſelf now he is in 
Heaven! O wonderful myſtery, that 
the Body of Chriſt now reigning in 


Heaven, ſhould be laid upon the 
Table; that the Author of Life ſhould 
become the Bread of Life; that un- 
e der the broken forms of Bread and 
dire whole Chriſt ſhould be convey- 


ed to every Believer ! His Perſonal 
Union is with the /ing/e nature, but 
his myſtical, with every Believer. 
This holy Sacrament is the repreſenta- 
ue of the Subſtance, the /in of a 
de Covenant, the ſeal of a Purchaſe, 
o. the figure of a Body, the Witneſs of 
our Faith, the earneſt of our Hope, 
he the preſence of things diſtant, the ſight 
at of things abſent, the zaſte of things 
unconceivable, the knowledge of things 
that are paſt Knowledge : a ſeal of our 
Saviour engraving, Whoſe ſuperſcrip- 
len is Chriſt's loving us, whoſe [mag 
"RS. 13 
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is Chriſt dying for us, whoſe deed i; 
_ Chriſt's New Teſtament confirmed to 
us. In the fig» we have the Image fi 
in the ſeal the benefit of Chriſt's Bo. 
dy; in the gn we ſee, in the ſeal 
we by Faith receive him. The Brea] 
and Wine are but the diſhes in which 
this Feaſt (not of the belly, but mind) 
is ſerved up; not the Feaſt it ſelf, 
Faith eats not the Bread, but the 
breaking of it ; drinks not the Wine, 
but the pouring of it forth, the my. 
ſteries thereby repreſented. The eat: 
ing of Chriſt's fleſh, and drinking his 
blood, is nothing elle but an ad 
Faith terminated upon him as our Me 
diatour and Redeemer. The partici 
pation of his Body and Blood forſf 
ſtrength and refreſhment (ſweet to 
Faith, as meat and drink is to hunger] 
could not be better ſhadowed fort. 
than by Bread and Wine, compriſing 
all forts of Spiritual Proviſion for our 
inner man: and Faith is to the Soul 
what natural heat is to the Body, by 
virtue of which the Nutritive Faculty 
turns the Food into nouriſhment 
Ok The) 
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© They preſent and confirm Chriſt to 
Ius, as the moſt needful, beneficial, 

and perfect nouriſhment of the New 

man, as Bread and Wine are fuch unto 
the Body; 2. e. that Chriſt Crucified 
preſerves us from eternal death, and 
is unto us the Fountain of Spiritual 
and Eternal Life. Believe, and thou 
haſt eaten : . Chriſt is preſent with, 
not in the Bread and Wine, but to 
the faithful Receiver; not in the Ele- 
nents, but to the worthy Communi- 
cants; not Water, but waſhing with 
it is Baptiſm; not Bread and Wine 
on the Table are a Sacrament, but eat- 
ing and drinking them; which, if 
they be as of Faith (the hand and 
mouth of the Soul) the Bread and 

Wine as really convey and unite whole 

Chriſt with the vital influences that 

proceed from him to the Soul, as the 

hand doth them to the mouth, or 
the mouth to the ſtomach. Whatſo- 
ever we may expect of bodily ſtrength 
or Reparation from Bread and Wine, 
we may expect from Chriſt for our 
Souls; life maintained, grace quick- 
9 9 ned, 
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ned, deadneſs enlivened, reſolution; 
enabled, hope erected, faith ſtrengtl. 
ned, luſts ſubdued, all which are 
conſequent upon our union with 
Chriſt, and intereſt in the Covenan, 
renewed and ratified to his People by 
Chriſt's Death, and ſealed to them in 
the Sacrament. ln the Word we 
have a promiſe, here a pawn or pledy 
of him. 1 | 
Lift up your heads therefore, O ye 
gates of my Soul, and be ye lifted ui 
ye everlaſting doors, and the King 
of Glory ſhall come in. And be al 
ſured, ſuch additions of grace as thou 
art fitted for, and infinite Wiſdom 
ſees meet to deal out, ſhall be con. 
ferred upon thee. | 
| Fear not, I charge thee do nalf 
faint ; let nct thy weakneſs, thy pofi 
yerty, thy inability diſcourage thee 
all have not talents alike ; a Soul. 
richly adorned with love and ravil 
ing delights is not given to all, an 
expetted only from thoſe to who 
it is given. Be thy attire whole, {in 
cere, clean, and white, free ny 
of 
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ſpots of the Fleſh and Spirit, though 


| 

not fo inflimed with. Heaven as thy 
e Brechren's; thou wilt be welcome. 
th Thy God and Saviour will not ask, 
tt How cameſt thou in hither, not having 


on a Wedding-garment 2 He knows 
thy heart, and ſees thou haſt it. He 


we will not break the bruiſed Red, nor 
e quench the ſmoaking Flax, till he 
| ſend forth judgment unto victory. 
ye Wilt thou (my Soul) diſhonour that 
will price by thy doubts and fears, which 
ing God hath made ſufficient for all the 
World: Cannot that Sacrifice which 


appeaſed the Divine Wrath, ſatisfie 
thee 2 What manner of Gueſts were 
thoſe he commanded to be brought 
in to the Wedding Supper? but ſuch 


Lanes, the Hedges and Hig/ways ; 
the Poor and the Maimed, the Lame, 
the Halt, and the Blind; Hun- 
ger-ſtarved, forlorn, undone, loſt 
Wretches. = 5 

O bleſſed is the Man whom thou 


Courts 
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124 At the Lozd's Table. 
Courts! We ſhall be ſatisfied with the 
goodneſs of thy Houſe, even of thy 


Holy Temple. Fn 
At the Low's Table. 


„Hat ſhall J render unto the 
Lord for all his Benefits > I wil 
take the Cup of Salvation, and call 
upon the Name of the Lord. I wil 


pay my vows unto him now in the pre- 


ſence of all his People. 


Come forth, O my Graces ! ſtir 
up your ſelves, be ye lively and active 
before the Lord. Awake, my Faith, 
and fee the Attonement of my ſins in 
the broken body of my Saviour, the 
price paying, the ranſom laid down, 
the thing in doing. Awake, Repen. 


tance, and hear the ſtrong cries, and 


ſee the doleful agonies of him that 


bore our Chaſtiſements. Awake, my 


Memory, and call to mind that Ægypt 
wherein I was, and the 4/ood of the 
Paſſover, which removed the deſtroy- 

ing 
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ing Angel ſrom my Soul. Now let 
the Altar ſmoak with the Sacrifice of 
a loving heart, inflamed with the 
holy fire of God's love to me. Flame, 

O Love; Come, ye warm Defires, and 
break with longing. Let Fear with 
all veneration do its obeiſance. Come 
up, ye Daughters of Muſick, and all 
that is within me, bleſs his holy 
Name. Now the Wax is warm, O let 
the Seal be ſtamped fair, that I may ſee 

the Impreſſion ever after. Now that 

God ſhews forth to me the death of 

his Son for me, let me ſhew it forth to 

God again, by a thankful believing, 

receiving, as that which I ſtick unto 

and abide by for my Righteouſneſs 

and Peace with him. . 

Having liberty, and acceſs with 
boldneſs unto: the Throne of Grace, 
by the Blood of Jeſus, the High- 

Prieſt of our Profeſſion, let us draw 

near with a true heart, in full aſſu- 

rance of Faith, having our hearts 
ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, 
| and our bodies waſhed with pure 


water. 1 
O thou 
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126 At the Loꝛd's Table, 
O thou that provideſt food for ad 
Creatures, and haſt given them to be 
food for man's Body, and for his Soul, E 
not only thy holy Word, but the 
bleſſed Body and Blood of thy Son; IM © 
cauſe all our hearts to burn with de- 
fires after thee, who art ſo full of 
love to us. Prepare every one, by a 
{ull digeſtion of thy heavenly Word, 
to receive likewiſe This Divine Nou- 
riſppment. Make it (through the live- 
ly operation of thy holy Spirit) the 
Bread of ſpiritual Life, and Wine of 
ſpiritual comfort to all our Souls, 


Cauſe us to long after, reliſh and fa. fh 
vour the things of God. Let this be WW an 
the conſtant language of our Souls, _ 
Lord, evermore give us this bread, 
Call in, compoie and ſpiritualize all WW ..: 
our thoughts at this ſolemn Ordi. if 
nance. Pardon every one that pre- ¶ la; 
pareth his Heart to ſeek thee, though 1 
he be not cleanſed according to the ¶ tui 
Purification of the Sanctuary. And, the 
O thou that mad ſt us apright, pity I fa, 
the degeneracy of mankind : deſpiſe pris 
not the price of thy Son's blood, let M1 


I 
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it not be as water ſpilt upon the 
ground to ſo great a part of it; con- 
vert, direct, unite, provide for, take 
care of, ſupport and comfort all of 
them: let us take a mutual charge of 
one another: make us all up more 
and more into the myſtical body of 
thy Son, that we may keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of Peace. 
Afford us thy Goſpel in its power 
and purity, liberty and efficacy, ſo 
long as the Sun and Moon endureth. 
Let us never want Magiſtrates and 
Paſtors after thy own heart, which 
" I ſhall protect, encourage thy people, 
and feed them with knowledge and 
; | ne" — ö 8 | 

dees (my Soul) thy Sa- 
I viour, _ what <d, 2 2 
ful of his Diſciples that parated from 
lay in common with the 5 * 
reſt of the World; by na 

ture Children of wrath, even as o- 


d thers; born in the ſame ſtate of di- 
0 ſtance from him, and with the ſame 
principles of enmity againſt him. Oh! 


What is this that is come to pals ? 
| How 


How is it that thou manifeſteſt thy 


— — — 
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ſelf to us, and not unto the World: 
What moved thee to make a dife. 
rence, where thou foundeſt none 
Why were we not made a prey of 
divine revenge, and periſhed not in 
our enmity againſt thee 2 Why wert 
thou not provoked by our obſtinacy, 
malice, and unbelief, beyond the 
poſſibility of an Attonement 2 Why 
haſt thou ſo long ſuffered our injurious 
diſreſpects, and unkind repulſes of a o 


< > _- 


merciful Saviour, and perſuaded till d 
thou overcameſt and madeſt us yield? n 


Why haſt thou not cut off all our q 


hopes of a bleſſed immortality, who er 


have repaid ſo great bounty with o. 
contempt, ſo many benefits with in. 
gratitude, ſo inexpreſſible love with 
oblivion, neglect, and hatred 2 Ol, 
what haſt thou done? What haſl 
thou not done and ſuffered for us! 
Why wouldeſt thou buy ſinful dull 
with thy own Blood? Redeem ou 
ſhame, by the ſhameful death off 
Glory and Immortality it felf ? pu 
thy ſelf, that got nothing by 1 7 
| | the 


the World, to more charge than all 
of it is worth, to redeem the worſt 
| part of it, fallen man? Who can con- 


WW cave whither we had precipitated 
{WW our ſelves, and to what thou haſt e 

alted us? to be ſpectacles, even grat 

t ful to God, who were monſters of 
WW horrour ; laid in his boſom, who 
e were in the Arms of-the Devil; wor- 
v7 thy his embracements, who were un- 
vs WW worthy of his eye ; crowned kings 


of Heaven, who were ſlaves con- 
i demned to the priſon of Hell. He 
not only pardons our fins, but relin- 
quiſnæd his Throne; 108 his life, ta 


on us his greateſt mercies, who are 
unworthy of the leaſt; ſets us down 
as Sons at his Table with his Chile 
| dren, who are unworthy as Dogs to 
creep under it: courts us to obedience, 
who might not only command us to 
it, but inſtantly puniſh our diſobe- 
| dience : promiſes a reward to ſuch, who 
are ſo far from deſerving it, that they 


ſhamed 
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enthrone us in his Kingdom ; beſtows 


are ſtill provoking him; and glory to 
Lich, who are more apt to be a- 


oF 
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ſhamed of their duties, than offences. 
Oh! how ought we to be tran{- 
ported with love and thankfulneſs, 
conſidering who hath choſen us, 
= why, whom, from, and to 
What, how long, and how few ; his 
peculiar care of, and kindneſs unto 
us! How ſhould the remembrance of 
this dear love of our Lord make us 
burn with ardent affections towards 
one another! how ſhall we offend 
one of thoſe for whom Chriſt died! 
or deny our ſelves to them, to whom 
he hath given himſelf 2 ſhall we hate, 
be envious and uncharitable, where 
thou art ſo loving, ſo liberal? con- 
demn or deſpiſe the meaneſt, when 
thou diſtributeſt thy ſelf to all? Oh, 
now we ſee thy love to enemies, let all 
ours find us friends] Let no Malice, 
Heart- burning or Uncharitablenes 
enter in, or any more rancour my 
Soul. With all thy people let me 
intereſt my ſelf, and own them in al 
their concernments, pity them in all 
their miſeries, be ready to relieve 
them in all their wants, to * 
: | then 
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them in all their diſtreſſes, to coun- 
ſel them in all their doubts, to de- 


light in their ſociety, bear their in- 


firmities, pardon all their miſcar- 


riages, ſtudy their welfare, do all the 
good I can to Soul and Body. 


Now l ſee the Miniſter 


at the Table, to conſecrate 4, Miniſter 


at the Table. 


the Bread and Wine b 
Prayer, and the words of Chriſt's In- 


ſtitution: with Joy and Admiration 
think (my Soul) how Chriſt was or- 
dained 5 accompliſhed for the Office 
of a Mediatour, whom the Father 
ſanctified and ſent into the World; 
and for this cauſe he ſanctiſied him- 


ſelf as Prieſt, Altar and Sacrifice, for 


our Redemption, ſpiritual Nouriſh- 


ment, and eternal Salvation. The 


Eternal Wiſdom of God incarnate to 


reveal and communicate his Will, his 


Love, his Spirit, his Glory to {in/ul, 
miſerable Man. Oh, the imm-cnhry 
of his Mercy, and unutterable 
ſures of his Grace! which neither t 
provocations of our ſins, nor the in; 
finite exacnels of his own Juſtice, 
could 
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could any way overcome or reſtrain, 
to deſpiſe the works of his own hand, 

or not to compaſſionate the wretch- 
edneſs of his Creatures, though it 
coſt the Humiliation, the Debaſement 
of the Son of God | Oh, how great ¶ deſ 
how amiable appears his love and be! 
goodneſs, in paſſing by ſo many of. OW 


tences, and requiring no ſatisfaction [ſo 
from us, for ſuch inſufferable wrongs, Sor 
but transferring the puniſhment from his 
us unto his own Son; whoſe love Wo 
alſo was ſo great, that he would bear tha 
our iniquities, that we might be ſaved! Ne 
O how could he chuſe a more obli- m 
ging way of Redeeming us, that hath of 
thus diſplayed the ſevereſt Juſtice, and oy 


Higheſt Mercy ; the greateſt hatred of 
ſin, and greateſt love to ſinners; ſince M's 
by thoſe unequalled and unvaluable 
ſufferings to which he delivered up 
for us that Son, who is ſo near unto 
him, that he is one with him ; at 
once manifeſting both how much he 
hated ſin, which he fo heavily punith- 
ed in the perſon he moſt loved ; 
and how much he loved Sinners, by 


giving 
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giving up what he ſo loved, for a 
ranſom of thoſe that were guilty of 
what he fo hated 2 And O the mi- 
W racle, the amazing prodigy of this 
Love! that Heaven ſhould fo con- 
eſcend to Earth, and that Man ſhould 
be ſo united to God! that God ſhould 
Lowell in Fleſh, and that this Fleſh 
EW ſhould be our Food! That the 
Son of God ſhould love us better than 
his Life, and be the meat of vile 
Worms, of Sinners, of Enemies 
that he ſhould make himſelf preſent 
to our Faith; and, as if he would do 
more than die for us, deſire to live 
for ever in us, and to be united to 
jus! Was ever kindneſs hike unto this? 
Was ever ſuch a furnace of love burn- 
ing in any breaſt ? Can any heart freeze 
over ſuch a fire? Who can abide in 
© great ſenſe of this love, and abide 
Wn the Body? What inſtances can 
Parallel? what words can be expreſ- 
we: what apprehenſions can com- 


r + AC, DIR, 


Wicient for the admiration of it? Be 
ou ſwallowed up (O my Soul) 


Wnemorate 2 what raptures can be ſuf- 
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in this depth of Divine Love, and 


upon other things, that haſt ſuch 2 


hate to ſpend thy thoughts any more 


Saviour to take them up. 
Lord, lam not en 
The wr that thou ſhouldſt come 

um. under my roof; to eat the 

crumbs that fall from my 


own, much leſs % Table. Oh, wh WM ;; 
am I that I ſhould dare, with my s 


(originally, actually) defiled hands, M ſho 
to receive thoſe high, thoſe holy litt 
Myſteries 2 that thou ſhould'ſt deſit Ca. 
to come unto me, be entertained by M out 
me! what findeſt thou in me, that ¶ the. 
can invite thee to me? thou art not Moiy; 
ignorant of my moſt vile beginning Miror 
and original; duſt and aſhes, polluted thy 
duſt and aſhes. Thou knoweſt myMhez] 
poverty, my need, my impurity.Mney; 
This poor place is a far unmeet he e 
bitation for thee. . Whence is this to oni 
me, that my Maker, my Redeemer, O t 
ſhould come unto me: thus favour, MMO t! 
thus dignifie me? ſhould'ſt look upon ore 
fo low, fo vain, ſo miſerable a thing vious 
Man, ſuch a dead dog as lam? 2 by I 
have 
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have I found grace in thy ſight, that 
thou ſhould'ſt take knowledge of me, 
ſeeing | am a Stranger.? Lord, what 
am J, that thou ſhould'ſt remember 
me, be mindful of me, viſit me, caſt 

| thine eye, ſet thine heart upon me, 
| coize to marry thy ſelf with me 2 
whence comes it that thou, who art 
in Heaven amongſt them that know _ 
ſo well how to love and ſerve thee, 
ſhould'ſt condeſcend to me, who know 
W little elle but how to offend thee 2 
| Can'ſt thou not be content to be with- 
out me? did thy meer love draw 
thee from Heaven for my fake, and 
ge thy ſelf for me, to redeem me 
from my fins ; and doſt thou ſtill give 
thy ſelf to me, to be the ſtrength and 
health of my Soul? as if thou could ft 
never give thy ſelf enough, or never 
e enough mine: Oh, how am I a- 
ſtoniſhed at this inconceivable Love! 
O that I were able to comprehend it! 

O that I had a thouſand hearts to 
orreſpond with it! O ſtay (my gra- 
Tious Lord) for the full meaſure of 
ny Love, 'till thou haſt made me 


G able 


able to do nothing elſe but love thee] 
But ſince thou art pleaſed to come 
and offer thy ſelf to me, my Soul 
thirſteth for thee ; I humbly ſtretch 
out my hands unto thee ; my longing, 
gaſping deſires are after thee ; J open 
my heart with all humble thankiul- 
neſs to receive thee, never to be e- 
parated from thee, for ever to ad- 
here unto thee. O enter in and ſtay iſ 
with me; fatisfie my Soul with thy | 
ſelf; ſay, This day is Salvation come . 
unto thy houſe. O be not now oftended i 
at the loathſome ſights in a Soul 
ſo ſick and diſeaſed, ſo full of filth, 
of rottenneſs and corruption, into 
which thou art entring. Do not di- 
dain me for thoſe many maladies, but 
come and cure me. 


The Bread, 


EE (my Soul) thy Saviour in th 
3 Miniſter, and the benefits thatlf 
come by him in the Bread and Wine 
Fo believing 
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bulieving thoſe with himſelf are given 
W: hee by him, as really as the Ele- 
ments by his Embaſſadour, ſay ing, 
Tate, eat, this is my Body which is 
broken for jou: J by Faith receive, ap- 
ply, appropriate me unto thy ſelf, 
Crucified for you. This Bread con- 
Wecrated by me, is the Sacrament of 
ny Body, offered as an expiatory 
Wacrifice for you. Hereby 1 impute - 
Iny righteouſneſs, impart my loving- 
Kindneſs, make over and give unto 
you my whole ſelf (God and Man 
s Mediator) in my Blood and Merits, 
races and Spirit, Virtue and Benefits, 
Obedience, Satisfaction, Expiation, 
Doings and Sufferings; in all 7 have, 
n, or have purchaſed for you, | make 
fours by gift, and you by Faith, as 
Fuly as this is put into your hand 
Ind mouth. Mine were the pains, 
ie ſufferings of Death, yours the 
wenefit ; mine the ſtripes, yours the 
Elm; mine the thorns, yours the 
own. Theſe are the holes in my 
nds and fide ; the blood that iſſued 
om them, yours; the price nine, 
| G 2 ours 
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138 The Bead. | | 
yours the purchace. See here, in my af 
wounds your lafety ; in my ſtripes ¶ ne 
your healing; ; in my anguiſh you MW of 
peace; in my Croſs your Triumph I in 
came out of my Father's boſom, that of 
thou mighteſt lie in Araham's : Owl to 
me for thy Lord, who have thu go 
bought thee out of ſlavery ; accept the 
me for thy Redeemer, who have paid Ex 
ſo dearly for thee; follow me in th to 
way I have ſhewn thee, that I may wh 
bring thee to him, I have reconciled bre 
to thee [Do this, in and for a remem-W to 
brance of me; ] who, what, for whom Te: 
why, for w hat end, with what mind Du: 
I ſuffered ; what 1 have done for you thy 
and am unto you. 0 

Dear Saviour, biddeſt thou m ng 
Remember thee ! How ſhould | forge 
thee? How can I but remember, bull 
celebrate thee >. But, Oh, that I could 
more affectionately, more conſtantly 
more effectually remember thee ! wil 
all the paſſionate Affections of a Heat 
full of love to, wholly in love wit 
thee; with all zealous deſires to gle 
rifie thee, with all fervent long 
aſte 


aſter thee, always to remember. thee, 
never to forget thee ! O that the fire 
of Love would now kindle and burn 
in my Soul! O that I had the Flames 
of a Seraphim, the Voice of an Angel, 
to ſing thy Praiſe! O that I could even 
go out of my ſelf when I remember 
thee | never think of thee without an 
Extaſie! forget and quit all the World 
to live on thee! the Thoughts of 
what thou haſt done, are able to 
break an Heart of Marble with Love, 
to turn a Rock into a Fountain of 
Tears, to unlooſe the Tongue of the 
Dumb, that they may ſound forth - 
thy loving-kindneſs. 
Oh, after all his foregoing ſuffer- 


mW ings, ſeeſt thou him not (my Soul 
e faſtened to the Croſs, conflicting with 
du his Father's Wrath, groaning under 


the weight and burthen of our Sins? 
Look how his whole Body is ſtretch- 
ed and racked, his Hands and Feet 
bored through, his ſide pierced, his 
precious Blood trickles down, and 
how miſerably the Thorns pierce his 
Holy Head. See how his Looks are 
G 3 changed, 
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his Head, which lies a dying on 
his bleeding Breaſt. Look how he 
fhakes and ſtirs his dying Limbs, what 
gaſps and ſighs he fetches, as if his 
Soul was ſtruggling to get out. Hear 

you not his dying Groans, the Taunts 

ol the Jews; yea, the Groans of the 
Earth under the weight of his Croſs? 

See the Sun bluſhing under a veil of 
darkneſs, to behold the Son of Right 
teouſneſs under an eclipſe 2 Can, Q 
can my Boſom hold, now I ſee the 


away the Sins of the World, a bleed- 
ing Victim on the Purple Altar ot 
Death? This, this (my Soul) might 
have been the day that thou might- 
eſt have been the ſuffering Malefaclor, 


is He that hath done it for the 
( He harboured no Griet. of his own, 
MW but is acquainted with the juſt and 


his 


changed, his Cheeks pale, his Blood iſ 
oing, his Neck too weak to fuppor: 


Innocent Lamb of God, that taketh 


and have drunk the Cup of ti 
Fierceneſs of God's Wrath ; but there 


diuSeadly Griefs of others: he takes our 
Io: Sorrows on him, to beſtow upon wi 


The Bead, 14 
his Joy : he ſorrows for us, that had 
neither cauſe nor likely hood to ſor- 
row for himſelf. What but Gods 
implacable Vengeance could inflict ? 

What but his all-fufficient Patience 
| could endure 2 What but Mans hei- 
nous Sins deſerve ſuch his fad and 
wrathful Dolours ? Ah, ſinful Wretch- 
es! 'tis our doings, that he ſuffers ; 
our evil, but his ſmart ; our treſpaſs, 
his puniſhment. His Breaſt is made 
a large receptacle for our Cares; his 
Back a common ſupport unto our 
Load; he was delivered for our 
offences; he was ſlain, but not for 
| himſelf : he bore our grief, and car- 
ried our ſorrows ; he was wounded 
for our tranſgreſſions, bruiſed for our 
iniquities; for the tranſgreſſions of his 
| people was he ſmitten. £ 
Why then are we angry with, rail 
againſt the Fews, and complain not of, 
find no fault with our ſelves, greatlier 
guilty? they were the Inſtruments, 
e the Procurers of his Sufferings: 
their Sins practiſed, ours provoked his 
Death; and were the true, the prin - 
| G4 -- eipal 
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- Cipal Actors of that woful Tragedy; 


the Traytors, which by the hands of 
Judas delivered him up. He that 
knew no Sin, was made Sin for us, accu- 
ſed, condemned, executed as a Sinner, 


We by our Sins impeached him ; the 


ſpiteful Prieſts were but our Advo. 
cates; we, by them, adjudged and ſen- 
tenced him. Pate was but drawn in, 
_ againſt his Conſcience, to be in that 
behalf our Spokeſman; we, by them, 
inflicted that heavy Puniſhment on 
him. The Roman Executioners were 
therein but our Repreſentatives. The 


but acting our part; our Sins, with 


1 nate than all the Jewiſh Rabble, cry d 
. | Out, Cruc ite, Cruc ifie him. We pity 


bewail the event, and redreſs not 


rude Multitude, the filly People, were 


1 Clamours more loud and importu- 


his abuſed Innocency, but think not 
of our Unworthineſs and Deſert : 


bl. the cauſe : we have as great enmut) 
4 againſt his Image, as they againſt hs 
19 Perſon ; they griev'd him in his Boch 
we in his Spirit, and make his Wound 
bleed afreſh: he takes it as heinouſſ 
| e 


we ſhould deſpiſe him now, as*that 
they perſecuted him then : they were 
but our Executioners, to inflict thoſe 
Puniſhments our Sins deſerved, and 
God's Juſtice impoſed on him for 
them. „ 
O! I am the merit of thy Sorrow, 
the ſtroke of thy Grief; I am 
| the deſert of thy Death; I am the 
| offence of thy Revenge ; I am the 
grievouſneſs of thy Paſſion; I am 
the cauſe of thy Torment. O won- 
| derful condition of Cenſure! O inef- 
fable diſpoſition of the Miſery ! the 
Unjuſt ſins, and the Juſt is puniſhed ! 
u the Guilty tranſgreſſes, and the 
„Ouiltleſs is ſtricken: the Impious of- 
4 fends, and the Pious condemned: 
what the Bad deſerves, the Good 
ſuffers; what the Servant perpetrates, 
the Lord pays; what Man commits, 
God undergoes. Whither, O Son 
of God, whither deſcends thy Hu- 
| mility : whither flameth thy Cha- 
| rity 2 whither proceedeth thy Pity 2? 
| whither encreaſeth thy Benignity : 
Whither reacheth thy Love? whither 
G 5 extend- 


ki —_—_—_ M, ee 


been proud, thou haſt been humbled; 


art revengetully ſmitten ; Thave com- 


144 The Bead. | 
extendeth thy Compaſſion ? I have 


I have done unjuſtly, thou art pu- 
nifhed ; I have dealt heinouſly, thou 


mitted the fault, thou art tortured, 
How much do I owe thee, moſt 
bleſſed Redeemer 2 How great is the 


price thou haſt: paid for me, miſera- MW {a 
ble Sinner? my Soul is ſo foul and hin 
loathſome, that nothing leſs than thy ¶ by 
precious Blood ſerves to wafh and Go 
| cleanſe it. I am confounded to fre ſuf 
thee in ſuch a caſe for 2s, who cared Ml car 
not how vile, how baſe, how miſers- MW mc 
ble we were. 3 ho 


Oh, how was that Juſtice injured, Ml cer 
that could not reſt appeaſed in Pu- no 
niſnment, but Rigour 2 How odious I th: 
and intolerable is every Sin, which m- 


required no cheaper Blood for a Sa: 1c 


erifice than that of the Son of God? MW we 
and which, not ſufering only, but Wl he 
extremity muſt expiate ? how heinou th 
was the Commiſion, ſince even the th 
Remiſſion was fo grievous ? that 
made ſuch a breach between m te 
Aa 
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and us, as required ſuch ſufferings of 
the Lord of Glory? And can I kiſs 


the Nails? hug the Spear? defire 
that which is the Blood of him that 
lot his Life? can I account that 


| Light, which made his Soul heavy 


unto death can that be my Joy, 
which made him a Man of Sorrow ? 
weet to me, which was ſo bitter to 


| him ? Hall thoſe Sins not be forſaken 


by me, that made him forſaken of 
God ? or live in me, that would not 


| ſuffer him to live in the World? Oh, 
can I endure my Lord ſhould be ever- 


more diſguſted or affronted? Oh, 


| how is my Heart provoked and in- 


cenſed againſt ye, my Sins? Oh, that 


| none of you might eſcape hence! 


that ye may all lie bleeding as fo 
many Sacrifices at the Altar of my 


Lord! O let them now feel the 
weight, the ſharpneſs of thy Croſs ! 


here let them be ſlain at thy Foot, 


| that I may not carry away one of 


them alive. „ 5 
How can my Heart refrain from 
tears of Sorrow and Joy, to think of 
. — 


Che Bead, 


WW its Unkindneſs, and of his ſtrange 
[| Love? what Heart can he ſo hard, as, 
"71 without Pain, to think we love him 
Wo no more, who put himſelf to ſuch 
1 Pains for us? Oh, how am I troubled 
1 that my Heart ſhould be ſo cold, when 
1 his was ſo hot with Love, as to fend 
4 forth its Life-blood for my Redemp- 
9 tion ? and yet, when I conſider, that 
ll! in this ſtream of Blood my ſinful Soul 
Wi is waſh'd, and that by his Stripes! 
7 : , 

Mt am healed ; that inſtead of Sin, and 
. Death and Hell deſerved, Righteoul 
i | 5 1 

1 neſs, and Life, and Heaven is pur: 
1 chaſed : how can I chuſe but rejoice 
i in his Love, and hope he will accept 
43138 . 

oi of my poor Acknowledgment, who 


ſo pardons, as might even melt the 
hardeſt Heart, and for ever ſilence 
and fatisfie it by the Love of God 


how am | raviſhed therewith ? I am 
juſtified by Faith, and at Peace witi 
God; the Flames of Hell ſhall never 
touch me; Death is ſwallowed up il 
Victory; | am conſigned to a bleſſed 

Immortality. : 


and Sufficiency of the Sacrifice > Oh 


But, 


E —— 
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But, O, my Lord! I take the bold- 
neſs to complain unto thee, and ex- 
poſtulate with thee ; how ſayeſt thou 
that thou loveſt me, if thou diſco- 
vereſt thy ſelf no more unto me? If 
J have no more love unto thee, no 
more life from thee 2 If I be ſo barren 
and unfruitful towards thee ? ſo dull 
and cold in thy Service? ſo unwilling 
to execute thy Commands? ſo weak 
and unable againſt Aſſaults? if thou 
art with me, who can be againſt me: 
what can be too hard for me ? what 
cannot be done by me through thee ? 
O! ſince it is thy Pleaſure to be fo 
familiar with me; if thou loveſt me ſo 
much, fulfil in me all the good plea- 
ſure of thy Will, and the work of 
Faith with Power. Oh, let the Merit 
of Chriſt's Death free me from the 
Guilt upon me; and his Spirit cleanſe 
me from the Stains within me. Let 
| Holineſs to the Lord be written upon 
my whole Soul and Body, that they 
may be a geletable Habitation for. 
thee ; unite my Heart unto thee ;- 
transform me altogether in thee. 

; I put 


13s Che Broad, 
Il put my ſelf out of my own Power; 
I accept of, and cloſe with thee, as 
my Maker and Preſerver, Lord and 
Sovereign, Prieſt and Prophet, King 
and Captain, Head and Husband ; to 
be ordered, diſpoſed, provided for 
by thee. I give my hearty Conſent 
that thou ſhould'ſt dwell in me, as 
the alone Prince of my Soul; the 
Poſſeſſion of it I for ever ſurrender 
up unto thee. I ceaſe to be my own; 
I renounce the Devil, the World, 
and the Fleſh ; I proteſs my Accep- 
tance of, Submiſſion to, to place my 
Happineſs in, and to reſign my ſelf 
wholly unto thee ; to be provided for, 
diſpoſed of, led, faved by thee. 
Oh, how am I pleaſed with my 
choice! that I have parted with my 
ſelf, and am become thine / How am | 
I beholden to thee, that I may give 
my ſelf unto thee, that thou haſt 
brought me into the Bond of the 
Covenant! O come (dear Redeemer) 
to the price of thine Dwn Blood, 
ſeize thine own, and fave me; aſſiſt 
and ſtrengthen me; feed W 
erve 
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ſerve me ; never leave me, nor for- 
ſake me. 


The Cup, 


Ome, my Beloved, bigs Ad 
thy Cup of Wrath ; take this 
005 of Salvation ; for thee I ſhed my 

Blood, trod the Wine-preſs of my 
Father's Wrath alone : This Cup is the 

New Teſtament in my Blood, is a 
Pledge of, ſignifies, and repreſents 
(by Repreſentation is) my Blood, in 
which the New Teſtament between 
God and Man is founded and eſta- 
bliſhed, confirmed and ratified ; and 
by which, Nemiſſion of Sins, and all 
other conſequent Bleſſings of the 
New Covenant are purchaſed. Its 
glorious Liberties and Immunitzes 1 
hereby ſign and ſeal unto you; a full 
releaſe and diſcharge from all your 
Debts, from the Houſe of Bondage, 
Sin, the Grave, and Hell. Here I 
deliver you your Protection; from all 
| Your Enemies will laue you; from 


the 
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the Arreſts of the Law, from the 
Powers of Darkneſs, from the Temp- 
tations of the World, from the Curſe 
of the Croſs ; none ſhall prove too 
hard for you, all ſhall work good 
unto you. I hereby ' confer upon, 
and inſtate you in all its Royal Pri- 
vileges and Prerogatzves : behold, 1 
give my ſelf unto you, to be your God, 
and inſtead of a Relations, I will 
be a Friend, and Phyſician, a Shep- 
herd, Sovereign, and Husband unto 
you ; to eſpouſe your Intereſt, to 
counſel and heal you, to feed and 
comfort you, to watch over and de- 
fend you. Lo, I make over my Self 
to you in all my Eſſential Perfections; 
my Omnipotency ſhall be your Guard, 
my Omniſciency your Overſeer, my 
Omnipreſence your Companion, my 
Mercy your Store, my Wiſdom your 
Counſellor, my Fuſtice your Revenger 
and Rewarder, my Holineſs a Foun- 
tain of Grace unto you, my Jafinite- 
neſs and All-ſufficiency the lot and ex- 
tent of your Inheritance, my Faith- 
fulneſs and Uuchangeableueſs the 1 
5 * "oY 


—— 
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of your Reſt and Security, my Eter- 
nity the date of your Happineſs. I 
will be yours in all my Perſonal Re- 
lations; a Father unto you, what 
would my Children have > Of your 
Father's Inſtruction and Probation, - 
Protection and Proviſion, Care and 


| Ear, Bread and Rod, Heart and Houſe, 
| Pity and Compaſſion, I here aſſure 
| you: my Son and Spirit I give you, 


to cloath and teach you, aſſiſt and 
comfort you, intercede in and for 
you, ſanctifie and fave you; with my 
ſelf 1 give you all things, mine An- 
gels for your Guardians and Atten- 
dants; my Word and Ordinances, 


| Miniſters and Providences, for your 


guide and good: Whether Paul, or 
Apollos, or Cephas; or the World, or 
Life, or Death; or things preſent, or 


things to come ; all are yours. 


And that you may know I am in 
earneſt, lo, I eſtabliſh my Covenant 


| with you, ordered in all things and 
| ſure; written in the Blood, founded 


in the all- ſufficient Merits of your 
Surety, in whom I am well pleaſed ; 
g whoſe 
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whoſe Death made this Teſtament un- m. 
changeable for ever; fo that your fa 
Name can never be blotted out, nor 
your Iuberitance alienated, nor your Utt 
Legacies diminiſhed, nothing can be up 
altered, I here ſolemnly deliver it to tir 
you as my Act and Deed, ſealed with ſhc 
the Oath and Blood of God, who en- D!. 
gages here his oN Body for Security | Vi 
Come, ye bleſſed, fear not, the Do- bp 
nation is free and full, J have recei - Ho 
ved a Ranſom, and expect only you Se 
to believe, know, and accept of your t 
own Bleſſedneſs. Here are the Con. IM PA 
Te yances, fee the Seals, behold the Ih 
Blood of the Covenant ; receive the G. 
Inſtruments of your Salvation. This th 
1 give you as a Pledge of my Love, © 
and of the Truth of all 1 have pro- e 
miſed. I actually deliver into thy MW ** 
Hand this glorious Charter, with all 
its Royalties and Privileges, as you 

own for ever. . 

Amen, Hallelujah. O be it unt 

thy Servant according to thy Word. 

But who am J and what is my Fa- 
ther's Houſe, that thou haſt brought 

| oe me 


me hither > What ſhall thy Servant 
ſay unto thee? I am ſilenced with 
Wonder and Aſtoniſhment, I cannot 

utter the leaſt tittle of thy Praiſe. O 
what meaneth the height of this 
ſtrange Love? that the Lord of All 
ſhould enter into Covenant with his 
Duſt, and take into his Boſom the 
| Viperous Brood, that have ſo often 
ſpit their Venom in his Face? I am 
not worthy to waſh the Feet of the 
Servants of my Lord, how much leſs 
to be one with thee, and to be made 
partaker of thoſe bleſſed Privileges 
iettled upon thy Sous 3 but tor thy 
Goodneſs fake, and according to 
thine own Heart haſt thou done this ; 
even ſo Father, becauſe it ſeemed 
good unto thee. Wonder, O Hea- 
vens, and be moved, O Earth, at this 
| great thing! Rejoyce, O ye Angels; 
„ſtrike up, ye Celeſtials Quires ; help, 

whole Creation ; ſing unto the Lord, 
oO ye his Saints; prepare an Epithala- 
. wn, O all ye Friends of the Bride- 
groom ; be ready with the Marriage- 
Sorge for Heaven and Earth, * 

| | : | an 
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and Man, are reconciled, a Covenant 
of Peace entered and ſealed, 7ehovab 
hath betrothed himſelf to his hope. 
leſs Captives, and owns the Marriage 
before all the World: He is become 
one with us, and we with him ; he 
hath bequeathed to us Heaven and 
Earth, with the Fulneſs thereof, and 
kept back, left us nothing to ask at 
his hands, but what he hath already 
freely granted. Oh, had I the Tongues 
of Men and Angels, all were too 
little for my ſingle turn, the whole 
Quire is not ſufficient to utter his 
Praiſe. N 
And will the Lord be mine? will 
he receive his Rebel to Mercy, and 
open his Door to his Prodigal? 1 
bow my ſelf before thee; O Lord, | 
here lay hold on thy Covenant; I 
ſubſcribe: to thy Conditions, and cloſe 
with my Medzatour ; I accept thy 
Kindneſs, I adventure my ſelf upon 
thy Fidelity, and truſt my whole 
Happineſs here and hereafter upon 
thy Promiſes. O my God, I ſub. 
ject my whole Soul unto thee: O " 
1 Rock, 
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Rock, in thee will I build all my 

hopes and confidence: O ſtaff of my 
Life, ſtrength of my Soul, life of my 

Joys, and the joy of my Life, I will 

{it and ſing under thy ſhadow with 

great Delight, and glory in thy Sal- 
vation. Ee: 

I here take thee at thy Word, thou 


| God of Truth ; thou requireſt but 


my Conſent and Acceptance, and here 
thou haſt it: in token whereof, I re- 


ceive this Pledge thou haſt left me; 


believing thou wilt eſtabliſh for ever 
thy Word unto thy Servant, and do 


| as thou haſt ſaid. In this Blood of 


thine O Bleſſed Saviour, I believe, I 


receive it as mine, I thirſtily drink 


down, and heartily apply it, with a 
comfortable Expectation of all thoſe 
Benefits, purchaſed, ſecured, ſealed 


by it. 


I am more loathſome and abomina- 


ble than the croaking Toad, or moſt 
venomous Serpent; but this Blood 


was ſhed to make me precious before 
thee, which I durſt not have thought, 
but that I hear thee ſay, Since thou 


waſt 
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been honourable, and I have loved thee, 
And, Oh, how truly mayeſt thou call 
us a dear, a precious People, who are 
bought with that Blood, a drop of 
Which is of worth to purchaſe Hea- 
ven and Earth! | "0h 
I owe the ſuffering of the Penalt 
due, for breaking thy Law, violating 
thy Covenant, and wronging thy 
Juſtice. But was not his Blood ſhed 
for our good, and in our ſtead? Hath 
not our Surety made full Satisfaction? 
undergone the Curſe of our Sins 
born them all in his own Body upon 
the Tree? endured as much as the 
deſerved, as thy Juſtice demanded ? 
Was he not once offered up to bear 
the Sins of many? became he not 


ſtead 3 ſetting us right with, recon- 
citing us again to thee ? hath he not 


had done thee as our Judge, and per- 
formed that Service we owed thee 
as our Maker 2 Is not the Creditor 
1 .  fatisfied 


waſt precious in my fight : F hou haſt 


ſubject to the Law for us, in our Na- 
ture, and repreſentatively in our 


made Satisfaction for the Injury we 
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fatisfied when the Debt is paid? will 
thy Fuſtice ſuffer thee to demand the 
ſame Debt twice, of the Surety and 
Debtor 2 is not thy wrath appeaſed 
with him, made ſo miſerable a 
Spectacle, ſo dear unto thee ? is hot 
the leaſt drop of this Blood of God, 
of more value than a Sea of mine: 
enough to ranſon: as many Worlds 
of Men, as Men in this 2 a ſufficient 
Satisfaction for all my Sins, an all- 
ſufficient Price for my Redemption? 
being juſtified freely by his Grace 
through the Redemption that is in 
Jeſus Chriſt, whom God hath ſet 


| Wforth to be a Propitiation, through . 
faith in his Blood; to declare his 
Righteouſneſs for the Remiſſion of 
ins that are paſt, through the For- 


bearance of God; to declare, J ſay, 
his Righteouſneſs, that he might be 
juſt, and the Juſtifier of him that be- 
lieveth in Jeſus. If we confeſs our 
Sins, he is faithful and juſt to forgive 
us our Sins, and to cleanſe us from 


ll Unrighteouſneſs. 


I am 
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l am guilty of many beinous Sins 
againſt Love and Light, Mercies and 

Judgments, my own Conſcience, and 
the Light of Nature; and without 
ſhedding of Blood is no Remi ſſon 
But here is that which procures it for. 
us, and ſeals the Promiſe of it to us; 
to the praiſe of the Glory of thy 
Grace, thou haſt made us accepted in 
the Beloved ; once in the end of the 
World, he hath appeared to put away 


Sin, by the Sacrifice of himſelf, in whom 


we have Redemption through his 
Blood, even he Forgiveneſs of Sins, 
Thy Word aſſureò it to all that take 
him for their Saviour, (which J find 
my ſelf by thy Grace enabled to do) 
and thou haſt bound thy. Word with 
thy Oath, and to both added thy Sa- 
craments as Seals; this three-fold 
Cord cannot be broken. At the day 


of Judgment thou wilt own thy 


Hand and Seal, and ſolemnly acquit 
me whom thou now pardoneſt by 
thy Deed of Gift, the Goſpel ; zhere 


is no condemnation to them that are in 


_ Chriſt Jeſus. 


I am 
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Jam naturally, and by evil Works, 
at a diſtance from thee, at Enmity 
with thee, an Enemy to thee. But 

God was in Chriſt, reconciling the 
World unto himſelf ; his Blood Was 
given to make an Attonement for 
our Sins: thy Wrath is turned from 
us, thou art become propitious to 
Believers. Chriſt our Paſſover is ſa- 
crificed for us, the Propitiation 
(Propitiatory Sacrifice) for our Sins, 
that thou mighteſt paſs over and look 
upon us with a pleaſing Aſpect; be 
latisfied for Sin, and pacified to Sin- 
ners; Sin expiated, and thou appea- 
ſed: and we as well ingratiated, 
brought into favour, of Enemies 
made Friends, as pardoned; having 
made up the breach, and made Peace 
through the blood of his Croſs, by 
him, to reconcile all things to him- 
lelt; we that were ſometimes Aliens 
and Enemies, now thou haſt recon- 
eiled in the Body of his Fleſh through 
Death; to preſent us holy, unblame- 
able, unreproveable in thy fight. We, 
wo ſometimes. were afar off, are 
oh made 
* 


made nigh by the Blood of Chrift ; 
for he is our Peace (our Peace-maker) 
who hath made both one, and broken 
down the middle wall of Partition be- 
tweenus; by whom we havealfonow 
received the Attonement. . 
Lord, lam naturally in worſe than 
Egyptian Bondage, a Captive to Sa- 
tan, a Slave to my Luſts, deſtitute of 
Grace, and every good. thing. But 
is not here a ſufficient Price laid down 
for my Ranſom ? and all things per- 
taining to Lite and Godlineſs 2 Hath 
He not obtained Eternal Redemption 
for us, who came to give, who gave 
himſelf a Ranſom for many, tor all? 
Hath he not delivered, redeemed, 
and bovght me quite out of the hands 
of Juſtice, out of the power of Sin 
and Satan? If while we were yet 
Sinners, Chriſt died for us; much 
more then, being now juſtified by his 
Blood, ſhall we be ſaved from Wrath, 
through him. For Sin, he condemned 
Sin in the Fleſh, overcame Death, 
and deſtroyed him that had the 
power of Death, even the * 
g 
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beg of thee, and rely upon thee for 
Supplies of my Soul- preſſing Wants, 
Grace, Peace, and Comfort, more 


love unto thee, and fear of thee; 


and J ask no more than what he hath 
bought for me ; who hath not only 
purchaſed me with his own Blood, but 
all good things, by the Redundancy . 
of his Merit, after Satisfaction made 
unto thee for our Debt. 

I have. no Righteouſneſs of my 
own, but what is as filthy Rags; 
but thou haſt made him to be Sin for 
us, who knew no Sin, that we might 
be made the Righteouſneſs of God in 
him: cloathed with him, and appear 
in thy ſight as parts of hzmſelf, the 
Fulneſs of him that filleth all in all. 
O! impute not the Guilt, but the 
Merit of his Blood unto me: behold 
me in him, whom thou haſt appoint- 
ed Mediator between thee and Sin- 


ners; whoſe Righteouſneſs in every 
| point anſwers thy Juſtice, and whoſe 


Safferings are ſufficient to ſatisfie the 
Penalty of all my Sins: Oh, balance 
them againſt mine Iniquities; and 

H 2 the 


5 


I62 | The Cup. 
the exceſs and proportion of Vertue 
in his Obedience, againſt the Malig. 
nity and Unpleaſingneſs of my Diſo 
bedience ; they will fo far exceed in 
Weight and Worth, that thou wilt 
in Juſtice rather pour forth thy Mer- 
cy upon me, and accept me into Fa- 
vour for the one, than hold me till 
in Diſpleaſure for the other. And, 
O thou, who, without grudging, bore 
my Burthen, when thou ſtocdeſt at 
the Bar of Accuſation! when thou 
ſhalt fit in the Seat of Judgment, wilt 
thou not declare my Pardon? Where 
thy felf haſt paid the Debt, thy 
Juſtice cannot deny Acquittance ; 
nor thy tender Love fufter thee to 
condemn, or reject a Member of thy 
Body, a part of thy felf. Thou that 
ſufferedſt for me here, and pleadeſt 
for me now, cannot forget to be fo 
gracious to Me then. 

The Law, Satan, and mv Sins, not 
only tilence me, that I cannot plead 
my oun Cauſe, but they plead 

gainſt me, and cry unto thee for 
Ve engeance. But is not this Blood as 
a viſi 


— ————— — — ͤ— _ 


_ "CE 
a viſible Prayer in every Wound, as 
ſo many Mouths open, interceding 
to thee for Pardon and Mercy for 
me ? faying, Behold the travail of 
my Soul, the purchace of my Blood, 
the fruit of my Agonies ; for him 
wept and ſwear, bled and died ; he 
hath ſinned, but 1 have ſatisfied: he 
departed for a ſeaſon, that thou 
ſhouldſt receive him for ever, not as 
a Servant only, but brotfer unto 
me, both in the Fleſh, and in the Lord; 
for mine, and thy own ſake there- 
fore, if thou accounteſt me thy Beloved 
Son, receive him as my ſelf, in whom 
thou art well pleaſed. If he has 
wronged thee, or owes thee ought, 
put it on my account, I will repay 
it, I will anſwer for him : I Jeſus 
have ratified and confirmed it with my 
own Blood : his Surety came not out 
of Priſon, until he had paid the ut- 
termoſt Farthing. Behold, O Lord, 
the bleeding Wounds of thy own 
Son; remember how his Body was 
broken; think upon his precious 
| Blood ſhed for us; let us die, if he 
+ H 3 bath 
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hath not made a full Satisfaction; 


we deſire not to be pardoned, if he 
hath not paid our Debt. But cant 
thou behold him, and not be well 
pleaſed with us? Can'ſt thou look 
upon his Body and Blood which we 
preſent to thee, and turn thy Face 


from us ? Oh, let us prevail in the 


virtue of his Sacrifice, for the Graces 


and Bleſlings we need | Take pity, 


have nfErcy upon us, for his ſake, 


whom we now deſire to hold up be- 


tween thy Anger, and our Souls; 
and hide not thy ſelf from us, unleſs 
tou cant from him, whom we bring 
with us, unto thee. While we are 


remembring him at his Table, he is 


remembring us at his Father's Right- 


Hand; making our Peace, pleading 


our Cauſe, appearing in our ſtead, 
interceding for, ſuing out our Pardon 
in the Court of Heaven, ſeeing right 

done him on our behalf. 
am not only guilty, but polluted 
Sin hath as well defiled, as it would 
damn me. But, he bath loved ut, 
and waſhed us from our Sins in his own 
, Blood: 
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Blood; which is of virtue to puriſie 
me, as well as value and merit to 
pacifie thee. To this Fountain which 
thou haſt ſet open, | bring my pollu- 

* Soul; and what hinders, but that 
may waſh and be clean? be purged 
rom. the filth, as well as pardoned 

0 for, and faved from the Guilt of all 
my Sins? for the Blood of Jeſus. 
„ Chriſt his Son cleanſeth us from all 
'1 Sin. 
4 Oh, how often is my Soul caſt down 
J within me? my Omiſſions and Com- 
& miſſions, my Sins, and Duties (as I 
g perform them) diſcomfort me; I am 
re aſhamed of, and bluſh to ſee them; : 
5 my petitions for Pardon, ſtand in 
t- need of Pardon; my Tears, of waſh- 
ing; my beſt Performances, are Pro- 
vocations, and help to fill up the mea- 
ſure of my Sins, but for the Prieſt 
that offers, the Altar that ſanctifies all 
my Services, the ſweet Incenſe. he 
offers with our Prayers. 

His Prieſthood is for ever avkilable, | 
| and effectual for us. Here is Wine 
ſweetned with the Love of God, per- 
. H 3  fumed 


fumed with the divine Nature; that 
cheers the Heart of God by way of 
Satisfaction, and the Heart of Man by 
way of Pacification ; that makes Peace 
in Heaven, and within us, and all 
our Sacrifices well- pleaſing unto zhee ; 
who dealeſt not with us according to 
our Frailties, but ſtate in our Advo— 
cate ; who; when he had by himſelf 
purged our Sins, fate down on the 
Right-hand of the Majeſty on high, 
and ever lives to make e for 
us. If thy Grace prevented us before 
Repentance, that Wwe might return; 
mall it not much more prevent re. 
penting Sinners, that we may not 
perith 2 how can'{t thou but love them 
that love thee, ſeeing thou lovedſt us I " 
when we hated thee ? d 

O my ſtony, unrelenting Heart! In 
how unafleted am I with my own E 
Vileneſs, and thy Goodneſs ; the H 
Evil of Sin, and Excellency of Grace; Il 
the worth of my Soul, and Death of t 
my Saviour? but he Blood of Chriſt N 
is able to ſoſten and mollifie the moſt Ii b 
obdurate Sinner. Oh, that I could 10 i 
tie 
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the Virtue and Power of it, diſſol- 
ving this Rock into a Fountain of 
Tears, a relenting Frame, an Heart 
of Fleſh ! | 
My Luſts and Corruptions are 
many and mighty ; too ſtrong for 
me, but not for thy ſelf. As in the 
_ BB firſt Adam's Sin, Man died legally; fo 
in the ſecond Adam's Death, Sin died 
e virtually. He ſuffered, to fave his 
People from their Sins; that Himſelf, 
rand not Sin, ſhould have dominion 
e | over us. Shall not that Blood mor- 
: tie my Pride, Worldlineſs, inordi- 
nate Afſections, which ſhall ſubdue 
the whole body of Sin? ſhall I re- 
progch or make void his Death unto 
my own Soul? or by continuance in 
din, that brought ſo great a Puniſh- 
ment on ſo great a Perlon, be a greater 
Enemy to him than the Fews were: 
How ſhall we that are dead to Sin, 
live any longer therein; knowing 
this, that our Old Man is crucified 
with him, that the body of Sin might 
be deſtroyed, that henceforth we 
ſhould not ſerve Sin? O that I may 
" "My hence- 
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henceforth find and reckon my ſelf to 
be dead unto Sin, but alive unto God, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord! 
Oh, how am ] tempted and aſlault- 
ed! that I am ſometimes ready to 
_ fay, I ſhall one day fall by my {piri- 
tua! Enemies; but Faith gives usa 
fhare in the YVifories of Chriſt : ha- 
ving ſpoiled all Principalities and 
Powers, he made a ſhew of them o- 
penly ; triumphing over them as our 
Enemies, in, on the Croſs, his trium- 
phant Chariot; took away from 
them all poſſibility to hurt ; though 
they aſſault us, ſtill we are aſſured of 
an abſolute Victory. The Accuſer 
of the Brethren is caſt down, which 
accuſed them before God day and 
night, and they overcome by the 
Blood of the Lamb; that hath quench- 
ed the Flames of Divine Fury, and 
all our Enemies are reconciled or ſub 
mm | 

Ah, my Lord! how often doth 
Sin and the World deaden my Heart 
and Affections towards thee 2. Oh,hov 
dull, how indiſpoſed? that J cannot 

| Pra) 
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pray with Life, nor be lively in thy 


Service : but this Blood was ſhed to 
ſet Priſoners free; and is the Life of 
all our Duties, Graces, and Comforts. 
Oh, that its Power and Efficacy may 
quicken and enliven me, may put Vi- 
vacity and Activity in me! that 1 
may pray and hear, receive, meditate, 
and diſcourſe of ſpiritual things with 
Freedom and Liberty, TLivelineſs and 
Cheerfulneſs, nh 
Oh, that I may no more disbelieve, 
or queſtion the Promiſes of this Lite, 
or that-to come. For this Blood 
ratifies and confirms the Covenant of 
Grace, not only purchaſed, but aſſures 
us of all good things. Chrift's Will 
and Teſtament, wherein he hath be- 


queathed ſuch precious Legacies to 


his People, is now of force; for a 
Teſtament is of force after the Teſtator 
is Dead. we 3 | 
I am guilty, but Ze was holy,harm- 
leſs, undefiled, ſeparate from Sinners; 
in his Hands no Wickedneſs, in his 
Heart no Sin, no Guile found in his 
Mouth. And where there is no go 
55 thou 


thou inflicteſt no Puniſhment : But 
He was nurffbred with the Tranſ. 


oreſſors ; ſurely then the Lord hath | 


Jaid on him the Iniquity of us all: 
for the Tranſgreſſion of thy People 
was he ſmitten ; by his Knowledge 
| ſhall thy righteous Servant juſtifie 
many, for he ſhall bear their Iniqui- 
ties. O! I take thee at thy Word, 
and do believe all my Sins, with all 
thine Elects, were imputed to our 
Surety; and the Wages of Sin inflicted 
on him, that we might be fully acquit- 
ted and diſcharged. 

I am guilty of many aggravated 
9 and am the greateſt of Sinners; 
but with zhee is plenteous Redemption 


through Chriſt Jeſus, who ſhed his 


Blood, not becauſe we were righteous, 


but to make us ſo, of infinite Vertut 


and Merit; as ſufficient for me, as if 


none elſe were juſtified or ſaved by it. 
He is able to faveto the utmoſt all that 
come untqthee by him. 

Oh, how ſmall, how imperfect are 
my Graces, how cold my Love ? 
how weak my Faith : ? how fannt my 
— 
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Deſires after thee ? but the leaſt de. 
gree of Grace is the Fruit of this 
Blood: Oh, that T may find its Efficacy, 
perfecting that good Work thou haſt 
e begun in me; that I may go from 
e Strength to Strength, till Grace be 
e conſummated in Glory. Through the 
i» MW. Blood of the Eternal Covenant, make me 
i, perfect in every good Work to do thy 
Vill, working in me that which is well. 
i WW. pleaſing in thy fight. 

18 O! what Trifles diſturb my chari- 
t- table Aﬀections 2 how interrupted 
and inconſtant is my Love to thoſe, 
d . 5% by one Spirit are all Baptized into 
s; ore Body > But Chriſt hath reconciled 
on MW us into one Body by he Croſs, having 
is WM ſlain the Enmity thereby 2 Oh, that 
s, henceforth | may be of one Heart with _ 
ve his Diſciples, and love them as he hath 
it loved. us > 5 
Our God is a conſuming Fire; but 
in his Son a Reconciled Father: He 
| gave himſelf for us ; And ſhall the 
| Sentence of thy Judgment diſanul 
the Merit of his Sufferings, of his Satiſ- 
fallin? Didſt thou not puniſh win 
| = thllat 
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that thou mighteſt ſpare us 2 is it not 
as great a neceſſity of thy ſatisfied 
Fuſtice to ſpare the Sinner, as it was 
of thy offended Fuſtice to puniſh the 
$72 thou art not only reconcileable, 
but become our Friend. Oh, how 
comfortable are thoſe words of thine 
to my guilty Soul, The Father judgeth 
no man, but hath committed all Judg- 
ment to the Son ; his firſt coming was 
in the Fleſh, when he took on him- 
ſelf our Nature ; his ſecond, in the 
Spirit, when he imparted unto us of 
his Spirit; his Third will be in power, 
when he ſhall communicate to us his 
Glory; his firſ# was to redeem, his 
ſecond to comfort, his third will be to 
reward us. Tf we be careful not i 
offend, he will not be extreme to mark 
what we do amiſs, He will proceed 
not according to the Law, which re- 
quires an abſolute Obedience without 
Sin, and condemns all that have been 
guilty of any Sin ; but according to 
the See, which admits of Repen- 
tance for the Forgiveneſs of Sin, and 
will condemn none but the unbeliev- 
8 ing 
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ing and impenitent Sinner. Damna- 
tion is denounced, not for breaking 


the Law, but rejecting the Goſpel, He 


is faithful, becauſe he hath promiſed; 


and juſt, becauſe his Son hath par- 
chaſed Forgiveneſs. The fame Sen- 
tence ſhall be pronounced, as is paſs'd 
already in the Goſpel! ; Whoſoever be- 
lie ves in him, ſhall not periſh, but have 


everlaſting Life. 


Sin ſhurs us out of Paradiſe ; but 
the Blood of Chriſt hath opened the 
Kingdom of Heaven to all Behevers. 
It gives us here a Right, and here- 
after an Admiſſion: through this Red 
Sea we enter into the Heavenly Ca- 
2aan ; and for this cauſe He is a Me. 


 diator of the New Teſtament ; that 


by means of Death, for the Redemp- 
tion of the Tranſgreſſions that were 
under the firſt Teſtament, they which 
are called, might receive the Promiſe 
of Eternal Inheritance. 


And he that hath purchaſed for us 


a Kingdom, hath thrown in, ſtored 
up all Neceſſaries for our Paſſage thi- 


ther; Maintenance for his Heirs, un- 
. 
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til they come to Age. He will not 
neglect his Members; not ſtarve his 
own Body: He will refreſh the weary 
Pilgrim ; furniſh and ſupply us with 
Proviſion to ſerve us by the way, till 
we come home to himſelf, How ſhall 
y 

he refuſe our Prayers for any thing, be 
now we are united to his Perſon, H 
our Souls joined to and nouriſh'd by 


his Body, ſanctified by his Blood, and . 
cloathed with his Robes, marked I ne 
with his Character, and ſealed with " 
his Spirit, renewed with his Vows, I 
conſigned to his Glory, and adopted 10 

to his Inheritance; when we repre- b. 
ſent his Death, and pray in virtue of 4 
his Paſſion, and imitate his Inter- 2 
ceſſion, and do that he commands, I b 
and take Chriſt along with us in our I , 


Arms, and offer him, he eſſentially 
loves? He that ſpared not his on t. 
Son, but delivered him up for us all, 
how ſhall he not with him freely give ill 
as all things ? | 


The 
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UT here is no continuing En- 


tertainment ! O how unwilling- 
ly do Iriſe? How loth am I to go 


hence? How good is it to be here? 


How long could J ſit here and feaſt 
my felf 2 O what running Banquets 


my Lord affords me! fure he need 
not fear I ſhould ſurfeit on Himſelf, 


or be weary of his Company. O! 


what ſhall 1 do in yonder unſatisfy- 


ing, Soul-ſtarving World 2 I have 
| been feeding on my Paſchal Lamb, 


and now muſt I to my ſour Herbs 
again? If it be his Will, I muſt obey! 


but, Oh, take me by the Hand, lead 


and uphold me, be ſtill by me ; let 
me ſee theealways with me. I know 


thou haſt prepared the endleſs Feaſt 
| above, where I ſhall ever lie in thy 
Boſom, under the uninterrupted 

| Beams of thy ſmiling and all-cheering 


Countenance ; and glut my hungry 
Soul on the Banquet of thy Ever- 
bleſſed Self: In compariſon of which, 

1 | now 


175 The Communion Cloſe, 
I now rather Faſt than Feaſt ; and 
enjoy but drops of the River of Plea. 
ſure; an Antipaſt of the Eternal 
Supper, a Vigil of the Eternal Reſt, 
'where my Appttite ſhall be Satisfied, 
and my Thirſt quenched in the Ocean 
it ſelf: where J ſhall ſee thee in thy 
Glory, and be-raviſh'd in the ſight of 
thy Beauty, and drink of thoſe over- 
flowing Joys, ſtreaming from the 
Light of thy Ever- bleſſed Face: where 
Body and Soul ſhall be ſubject to no 
Corruption, Imperfection, or Decay; 
nor ſtand in need of ſuch Y7aticum's 
to ſupport us in our way : where 
the veil of our Mortality ſhall be 
rent ; our Mud-wall of Fleſh made 


Spiritual and tranſparent ; the Sha. 


dows and Reſemblances aboliſhed; 
the Glaſs removed, the Riddle of 
our Salvation unfolded, the Vapours 
of Corruption diſpelled, the Patience 
of our Expectation rewarded : where, 


from the power of the Spirit within, 


and preſence of Chriſt without, 
there ſhall be diffuſed on the whok 
Man a double Luſtre of that exceed 

ing 
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ding abundant Glory. This Ordinance 
1- is a Type of that Eternal Feaſt ; the 
al feeding on his Body, a Pledge of ſee- 
it, ¶ ing his Face; the ſame Company there, 
d, and Chrift in the midſt of them; 
an where he ſhall gird himſelf, and make 
iy e to fit down at meat, and come forth 
of N and ſerve us. And, Oh, the Dignity 
er- and the Comfort of thoſe Servants, 
he who have infinite delight, Majeſty 
er: Nit (ſelf, condeſcending to ſerve them 
no at the Table! for the Gueſts to have 
y; im ſet himſelf to ſolace them; who | 
„is infinite in ſweetneſs and Auom- 
ere ledge, to make his ſweetneſs pleaſe 
be them; whoſe Boſom is the Hive and 


ade Centre of all Goodneſs, in which all 
h: the ſcatter d parcels of Bleſſedneſs are 
d; WM bundled up. —J—AA 


But, alas! as yet I am on Earth, and 
have my work to do, too too heavy 
tor me; ſcarcely ſhould I have laſted 
out ſo long, but that at ſuch Seaſons 
Jas this he repairs my ſinking Soul, b 
pouring in the Cordials of his Blood, 
the Comforts of his Spirit. Oh, little 
| did I think to be thus much made of, 
= 
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or minded by him, who is ſo taken 
up with the Attendance and Praiſe 
of his Heavenly Hoſt ; my Conſc. 
ence would have kept me away, but 
he called me to him, ran to meet 
me, took me in his Arms, and re. 
buked my timorous Spirit, ſaying, 
Wherefore did'ſt thou fear? I called 
my felt Prodigal, a Companion of 
Swine, a miſerable, hard-hearted 
Wretch, no more worthy to be called 
his- Son, or Servant , he called me 
Child, and chid me for queſtioning 
his Love. He hath readily forgiven 
me thoſe Sius I thought would have 
made my Soul the Fuel of Hell. He 
hath put on me the beſt Robe, his 
Son's Righteouſneſs; a Ring on my 
Hand, honoured, adorned me with 
the Riches, the Seals and Pledges of 
his Love; and. Shooes on my Feet, 
prepared, armed, firmly ſettled me 
to go through all the Difficulties. of 
a rugged Way : by enabling me to 
believe the Goſpel of Peace and 
Attonement. He hath killed the Fat: 
ted Calf for me, inſtead of mingling 
my 
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„y Blood with my Sacrifice: and en- 


„ Noertained me with Joy, with Muſick, 
> Wind with Feaſting ; when I better de- 
i Wired to ha ve been howling among the 
* Dogs without the Door, than to be fed 
3 with the Crumbs from his Table. He 


hath embraced me in his ſuſtaining, 
* Contolatory Arms, when he might 
of have ſpurned my guilty Soul to Hell, 
* laying, Depart from me, ] know you not. 
mw LL ſhall I mention the Loving- 
. kinuneis and Praiſes of the Lord, ac- 


7 | 
Y according to all he hath beltowed on 


He YE and his great Goodneſs to the 
bis Houfe of Iſrael > Oh, that I could 
5 proclaim thy Love to all the World, 
Hh and make the whole Earth ring with 

thy Praiſes, and awake every Crea- 
ture to do it with me! Oh, that I could 
aud. him with the Celeſtial Quire, 
and join my Heart and Voice with 


of 
et, 
me 

of 


o Io him] who hath created a whole 


+ World, ſo large, beautiful, and mag- 
i nificent, to ſerve us; ſubjected fo fair 


| cording to his Mercy, according to 
> Wthc multitude of his Loving kindneſs, 


the ſpirits of juſt Men made perfect! 


a Ter- | 
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à Territory to our Dominion; con. 
ſigned to our Ule ſo numerous a Race 
ot goodly Creatures, to be managed 
enjoyed, governed by us. [To bin] 
Who hath endued our Bodies ſo fear- 
fully, wonderfully, curiouſly made, 
with Souls reſembling his excellent Wi 
Per fections in Knowledge, Righ- 
teouſneſs, and true Holineſs, capa: 
ble of ſerving and enjoying him; 
aftording to that end all convenient 
Inſtructions, Encouragements and Af. 
ſiſtances. Io him] that ſupplies our 
manifold Needs, protects us from in- 
numerable Dangers, gives us what: 
ſoever is neceſſary, convenient, and 
pleaſant for our Uſe, Suſtenance, and 
Delight; accepts our Acknowleds: 
ments of former Bleſſings, as Argu- 
ments and Opportunities of confer: 
ing freſh ones ; who might utterly 
have caſt us off, when we threw oft 
our Obedience, and long ago have 
fann'd us, as Chaft, from off the Face 
of the Earth, by the Breath of his 
Noſtrils, into unquenchable Fire. 
[7o him} who remembred us in . 
| | OW 
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low Eſtate, when we had loſt his 


Image and Favour (our Excellency 


and Happineſs) deſcended from his 


Imperial Throne, took upon himſelf 


our Shape, converſed, as it were, upon 


equal Terms with us, to aſſume us 
into a nearer Affinity; ſubmitting to 


our choice, a Crown that cannot 
fade, Scepters that cannot be extort- 
ed from us. { To him] who hath 


ſaved, and called us with an holy 
Calling; quickened us who were dead 
in Treſpaſſes and Sins; opened our 


Eyes, bowed our Wills, ſpiritualized 
our Aﬀections, changed us from 
Darkneſs to Light, and from the 
Power of Satan unto God ; that we 


might receive Forgiveneſs of Sins, 


and an Inheritance among them that 
are ſanctified by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. 


[To him] who forgives our Iniqui- 


ties, covers our Sins, juſtifies the Un- 
godly, healeth all our Diſeaſes; 
mputeth not our Treſpaſſes, but his 
Righteouſneſs unto us: redeemeth 
our Life from Death and Deſtruction: 
crowneth us with Loving-kindnelſs 


and 
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and tender Mercies. IIo him] why 
hath adopted us, and looks upon us, 
Provicies for us, and deals with u 
as Sons, Heirs of God, and Co-heirs 
with Chriſt, Fellow-citizens with 
the Saints, and of the Houſhold of 
God. [7o him] who hath not late. 
ly begun, or will ſuddenly ceaſe, is 
neither inconſtant, or mutable in his 
Aﬀections, but from everlaſting, con- 
tinues, and will to Eternity perlevere 
immutable in his Intentions to do us 
good ; that hath delivered, doth 
deliver, and will deliver; and never 
leave us nor forſake us. [To him] 
whom no Ingratitude, undutitul Car- 
riage, or Diſobedience of ours, could 
one minute wholly remove or divert 
from his ſteady purpoſe of caring tor 
us: who regards us, thougli we do 
not attend to him; procures out 


Welfare, though we neglect his Con- 


cerns, employs his reſtleſs Thoughts, 
extends his watchful Eye, exerts his 
powerful Arm, is always mindful 
and buiie to do us good ? watches 


over us when we lleep ; remembers 
2 us 
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us when we forget our ſelves; in 
whom 'tis infinite Condeſcention to 
think of us, placed ſo far beneath 
his Thoughts; to value us, Duſt, in- 
conſiderable Nothings ; not to deſpiſe 
and hate us, ſo really deſpicable, and 
unworthy. [Zo him] that is as mer- 
ciful and gracious, as liberal and mu- 
nificent: that not only beſtows on 
us more Gifts, but pardons us more 
MM Debts than we live Minutes; that 
$M with infinite Patience endures, not 
nf only our manifold Infirmities and 
Imperfections, but our petulant Fol- 
lies, and obſtinate Perverſeneſs, care- 
leſs Neglects, wilful Miſcarriages, trea- 
cherous Infidelities ; who puts up the 
exceeding many outragious Aſtronts, 
Injuries, and Contumelies, continual- 
ly offered to his Supreme Majeſty, 
by us baſe Worms, whom he hath 
always under his Feet, and can cruſh 
at his Pleaſure. [7o him] that hath 
loved us, and waſhed us from our 
Sins in his own Blood, and hath made 
us Kings and Prieſts unto God his 
Father z a Note the Angels cannot 


I ſing, 


: 4 
* of, 
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ſing, who have many ſtrains of 
Praiſe we are unacquainted with. {Zo 
him] that is able to keep us from 
falling, and to preſent us faultleſs be- 
fore the preſence of his Glory with 
exceeding great Joy. [To him] that 
vouchſaſes us Hearts and Abilities to 
wait upon, free acceſs unto, a con- 
ſtant Intercourſe, and: familiar ac- 
quaintance with himſelf; to eſteem, 
and ſty le us his Friends, his Children; 
to invite us frequently, and entertain 
us ſo kindly with theſe incomparable 
delightful Delicacies of ſpiritual Re- 
paſt, with an Affection as great, as 
our Fare is coſtly : yea, to viſit us 
often at our Home, and, it we admit, 
to abide and dwell with us ; indul- 
ging us the enjoyment of that Pre- 
tence, wherein the lite of all Joy 
and Happineſs conſiſts; and to be- 
hold the light of his all-cheering 
Countenance. [To him] who giveth 
freely, and «pbraideth no Man with B=,: 
former Unkindneſſes, and Neglects of 
his Love, we are heartily aſhamed of; . 
who calls us neither very frequently i 
| nor 
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nor over- ſtrictly to account; who 
ecxats of us no Impoſſibility, no diffi- 
cult Burthen, or coſtly Return; be- 


ing ſatisfied with the cheerful accep- 


tance of his Favours, the hearty ac- 
knowledgments of his Goodneſs, the 
ſincere Performance of ſuch Duties, 
to which our own Welfare, Comfort, 
Advantage ( rightly apprehended 
would otherwiſe abundantly diſpoſe 
us. [Zo him] whoſe Benefits to ac- 
knowledge is the greateſt Benefit of 
all: to be enabled to Thank him, who 
geſerves our greateſt Thanks ; to“ be 
Fenſible of whoſe Beneficence, to me- 
3 Witate on whole Goodneſs, to ad- 
» Wire whoſe Excellencies, to celebrate 
rhoſe Praiſe, is Heaven it ſelf, the 


reat, innumerably many, inexpreſ- 


ver. 


| all Mercy and Goodneſs ! inſpire 
 *» nn 


— 


te of Angels, the Quinteſſence of 
oy, the ſupreme pitch of Beatitude. 
0 him] whoſe Benefits are immenſſy 


bly good and precious, be Glory, 
gjeſty, aud Dominion, now and for 


And, O thou, the bleſſed Fountain 
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our Hearts with thy Heavenly Grace; 


and thereby enable us rightly to ap. 
prehend, diligently to conſider, faith: 


fully to remember, worthily to e. 


ſteem, to be thankfully affected with, 


to render all due Acknowledgment, 
Praiſe, Love, and thankful Obedience 
for this, and al thy great and mani 
fold Favours and Benefits conferred 
upon us. And Bleſſed be the Lord 
God of Iſrael from everlaſting to ever 
laſting, and Bleſſed be his Glorious 
Name for ever; and let the whol: 
Earth be filled with his Glory, and lt 
all the People ſay, Amen. | 
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How great a Lord hath my 

Soul entertain d! how glorious 

2 Gueft doſt thou now harbour! how 
pleaſant, how faithful a Friend hall 
thou now taken in! how dear 4 
Zlusband do'ſ thou now enjoy! Ol 
the ineſtimable Benefits received ii 
theſe high and holy Myſteries ! Wis 
I ; 
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am I, O Lord, or what is in me, that thou 
Wl bould/t do me this great Honour and 
Wl Glory 2 and reveal unto me thy Heart 
and Love, which is ſecret unto others? 
Thou might'ſt have prepared Tor- 
BW ents, but behold Privileges for me! 
lam unworthy to touch the Threſhold 
Jof thine Houſe, and thou haſt taken 
me to thy Table; not - worthy to 
ſtand among thy Servants, and thou 
M haſt made me fit with my Saviour; 
not worthy to fall down before thy 
Foot- ſtool, and thou haſt ſmiled up- 
on me, come in to me, and made my 
Heart thy Throne; while others eat 
the Bread of Violence, and drink the 
Wine of Deceit : what am f, that 1 
ſhould eat the Body, and drink the 
Blood of thine own Son? Tam not 
ll worthy to eat the Bread of Men, 
and thou haſt given me that of Angels. 
What they admire, l have received; 
whom they adore, I have entertain- 
ed; their Wonder is my Meat ; Chriſt 
and they are #wo, I and my Saviour 
are one: O unſpeakable Myſtery ! O 
incomparable Mercy | 
2 3ͤöͥͤö;yj 


— 8 
— - ” E pr » as 2 N — 
ä . q — — - — — » : 2 
fie 9 q L Wa, boy. — , — 
c D — 
4 


188 Going Home. 


This is He who came from Edo, 


with dyed Garments from Boxra, 


whom we have ſeen glorious in his 


Apparel, travelling in the Greatneſs 
of his Strength ; returning in triumph 
from the Slaughter and Conqueſt of 


all his, and our Enemies ; mighty to 


| fave us from our Sins, that were 


mighty to condemn. And he hath 
on his Veſture (the Title is confſpi. 


cuous) and on his Thigh (the place 


of ſtrength) Xing of kings, and Lord 


of lords, Wherefore art thou red 


in thy Apparel, and thy Garments 
like him that treadeth the Wine-fat? 
T have trodden the Wine preſs of th: 
Fierceneſs and Wrath of God, and of 
the People there was none with me: 


 Ihavediſcomfitted my Peoples Ene. 
mies, and trodden them down like 


Grapes in a Wine-preſs: their Blood 
is ſprinkled upon my Garments, and! 


have ſtained all my Garments. Ob, 
beheld his Blood ſtreaming down 


through the Holes in his fide! Ob 


what a ſight, a fire, a flame of Love 


did I ſee in his bleſſed Heart, ant 


my 
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my felt pourtrayed upon it ? my 


Joy and Comfort to my Soul ! he 
hath ſet me as a Seal upon his Heart. 
Love is ſtrong as Death, many Waters 
of Affliction cannot quench it, nor 
the Floods of Trouble or Perſecution 
drown it; might all the Pleaſures, 


profits, Honours of the World be 
' given for it, it would be utterly de- 
ſpiſed. Oh, how eaſie | find his Yoke! 
how light his Burthen! methinks 1 
could watch and pray, do and ſuffer 
f more believingly, more courageouſſy 


than ever. It was the Voice of my Be- 


me my Siſter, my Love, my Dove, 
my Undefiled : he put in his Hands by 
"WW the Holes of the Door, and my Bowels 
were moved for him ; my Soul failed 
when he ſpake. I ſought him in every 
part of the Ordinance, and he was 
found of me; 1 called him, and he 
gave me anſwer: I ſate under his 
Shadow with great delight, and his 
Fruit was ſweet to my taſte. He brought 
me to the Banqueting-houſe, and his 

oY Banner 


Name among the reſt ! Oh, with what 


ye . 
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Banner over me was Love, His Leſt- 


band is under my Head, and his 
Night. hand doth embrace me. A bundle 
of Myrrh is my Beloved to me, he 


ſhall lie all night bet wixt my Breaſts; 


he ſhall be till in my Heart by Aﬀe- 


ction and Faith: I will make him my 


_ continual Joy, Comfort and Refreſh. 


ment, and ſolace my ſelf in him in 


all Eſtates. Oh, that his Name may 


be engraven upon my Heart! and his 
Image remain fair and lovely upon my 


Soul! Oh, that I may find a kind of 


_ Unwillingneſs to admit of any other 
Company; when I come to converle 


with other things, let me ſtill be 
looking towards him, as my only 


Deſire, Good, and Happineſs ; let my 


Heart be ſo filled with him, that 
other Objects may not come near, or 


make any ſtrong impreſſion on me. 


Oh, that ſome lively Coals of that 
holy Fire kindled at the Ordinances, 
may be ſtill glowing in my Soul; that 
the Savour and Tincture of it may be 
never done away. Oh, how can any 


£0 
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tome? Can I deſire the Husks the 
Swine do eat, when there is ſuch 
Bread in my Father's Houſe 2 No 


Man having drunk old Wine, ſtraight- 


way defireth new ; for he ſaith, the old 
is better. Sure he hath been little 


affected, nor bad any taſte of God's 


Sweetneſs, preſently to reliſh world- 
ly things; to waſh oft his Palate the 
Savour of ſpiritual, with ſenſual or 
ſecular Thoughts. Abrupt Chop- 
pings oft from Holy Duties, is ſuch 
2 quenching of the Spirit, as tends 
much to hardening the Heart : ſuch 
ſudden cooling of ſpiritual Heat got 
in an Ordinance, cannot be without 


much danger to the Soul; Motions 
lo quite oppoſite, are as prejudicial, 


as unbecoming. Is it fit, or ſeemly 
to leave the Company of Our Lord 
ſo ſoon as we have let him in, and 


ciate our ſelves with other Perſons, 
now we have newly given him our 
| Faith, and taken him as the Brides» 
groom of our Souls? ſhould we not 
rather delight in the Preſence of our 


divert to other occaſions > To aſlo- 
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new Love; and keep our Hearts 
from cooling, by laying on new Fuel; 


turning the remainder of this day 


into an after Supper, a ſecond Commu- 
nion? in reviewing and being hum- 
bled for our Coldneſs, Diſtractions, 


_ miſcarriages? in bleſſing God for 


the liberty and opportunity of a Sa- 
crament, and the Privileges thereby 


_ conferred upon us? in ruminating 


on, and retaining the favour of thole 
pleaſant things we have been enter- 
tained with; exceedingly gladded in 
the ſenſe of that Love we have been 
taſting and celcbrating ? in the belief 
of that Pardon we have received ? 1n 
the hopes of that Grace and Glory 
that hath been aſſured to us? in con- 
ſidering the Obligation we have laid 
on our ſelves? in heavenly Diſcourſes 


with our Beloved ? in expreſſions of 


our Love and Affection towards him? 
Acts of Deſire after inſeparable U. 
nion with, and greater Likeneſs unto 


bim: In Vows and Promiſes we will 


always be faithful to him; in enter. 
taining him with Acts of Love and 
Delight, 
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Delight, Thanks and Praiſe, with 


the beſt Chear we are able to make 
our new, our beloved Gueſt : in com- 


mending his Beauty, praiſing him 


tor his Kindneſs and Favours, extol- 


ling his Riches, admiring his Per- 


fections and Graces ; in talking with 
him about the Affairs of our Sozl ; 


in opening to him every Room in it, 
leading him into the moſt private Re- 


ceſſes of our Heart, ſnewing him all 
the Secrets of it, acquainting him 
with all our Wants and Weakneſſes, 
ſpreading before him all our Deſires 
and Fears, Hopes and Griefs. In 


praying for Help and Aſſiſtance to 


be ſtedfaſt in his Covenant, inter- 
ceding with him for all Mankind, 
eſpecially our Fellow - Communicants. 
In telling him again, all we have is 
his; in tying a new Knot upon the 


Band of the Covenant between us; 
in craving his Pardon for our Follies; 
deſiring him not to be offended at 
the unworthy place into which we 


have brought him, and intreating 


him, by all Loves, that he will not 
5 | take 
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take Exception at his poor Entertain- 

ment; and even charming him to 

ſtay and dwell with us, by all the 

Songs of Praiſe and Thankfulneſs we 
can deviſe. 3 : 
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Sublequent Duties After the 


'A ND now my utmoſt Care and 


Diligence is required to expreſs 
the Power and Efficacy of the Ordi- 
nance, in living more fruitfully, re- 
ligiouſly, watchfully; in making 
good my Vous and Promiſes at the 
Sacrament. That my Heart and Life 
therefore may be ſuitable to my Sa- 
cramental Obligations, and may wit. 
neſs the Good received in, and by it; 


O my Soul, 7 
Make a ſolemn Reflection on thy ſelf, 


and Entertainment.] How] was my 
Heart and Behaviour. before God? 
what Welcome did he give me? fe- 
fleition is neceſſary after every Duty: 
What good have I got 2 what ne! 
0 
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of Affection? what more love to, 
deſire after, delight and confidence 
in God? what greater Ability, and 
Love to diſcharge Duty, to bear Af. 
fiction, to reſiſt Temptation, to walk 
in God's ways ? So eſpecially, after 
the Sacrament, was my Heart hard, 
dull, indiſpoſed? 1 muſt then ſuſ- 
pect my Miſcarriage in Preparation, 
or Performance; and labour to find 
out, be truly ſenſible of, greatly be- 
wail, and humble, judge, and con- 
demn my ſelf, and beg pardon for 
the Cauſe ; earneſtly importune him 
that he would now help me, by Pray- 
er and Humiliation, to recover the 
Benefit of the Ordinance ; that I 
may, by an after 4d, do that, which 
| ſhould have done before. Sorrow 
for, and ſenſe. of our Senſeleſneſs, is 
one Fruit of Chriſt's Death we un- 
doubtedly received in the Ordinance. 
We may not judge of our Gain by, 
and Profit in Duty, by our preſent 
feeling ; or that the only Evidences 
of Communion and Acceptance with 
God, are our Souls lifted up, and ra- 
5 viſbed 
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_ wiſhed with ſenſible Foys : our Upright- 


neſs, and Sincerity in the perfor- 
mance of our Duties, and in our 
covenanting with God, and continu» | 
ing ſtedfaſt therein, may adminiſter 


moſt ground of Comfort when we 


reflect upon it: for we were then 
really acceptable to him, that looked 
down upon us, and received from 
him a Seal to the Promiſe of Pardon 
and Eternal Life, though he did not 
teſtifie it, by giving in extraordinary 


Joys. He looks not fo much at fits 


of Paſſion, as at the ſteady bent and 
tenour of the Soul. Chriſt requires 
not ſo much celebration of his Suf- 
ferings, by a preſent expreſſion of 
Sorrow, as a perpetual effectual Re- 
membrance of them : As the brave 


Germanicus, lying upon his Death- 
bed, deſired his Friends not to pro 


ſecute his Funeral with uſeleſs Tears; 


but, if they would ſhew their Love 
to bim, to do it by remembring his 
ill, and executing his Commands, 
The trueſt Communion with God, is 
to enjoy the Communion of his Graces, 

whereby 
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whereby we are made conformable. 
to him; we may enjoy the ſaving 
Influences of his Spirit, when we 
cannot feel his more abundant Con- 
ſolations. Though this Ordinance 
be not at preſent joyous, yet it may 
after wards yield the peaceable Fruit 
of Righteouſneſs to thoſe that are 
converſant therein. It cannot be well 
known what Grace we have received 
( further meaſures of which, are the 
Holy Spirit's accompanying thoſe 
Means, being the great Benefit we are 
to Expect) till we come to the Ex- 
erciſe of it in Duty, and againſt 
Temptation. But, Ob, how much 
cauſe have Ito rejoice in his Love 
and Goodneſs, to render him hearty 
Thanks (who might have left me, as 
well as others, to my ſelf) for his 
Quickning aad Refreſhment, for his 
ſatisfy ing me ſo abundantly with the 
Fatneſs of his Houſe, and making me 
drink of the River of his Pleaſure! 
eſpecially now I find (and, O that 1 
could more and more) ſuch real Be- 
nefits received by it! my Soul more 
T deeply 
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deeply broken and humbled under 
the ſenſe of Sin, and that become 
more loathſome, hateful, burdenſome 
to me | My Heart truly thankful for 


what I have enjoyed, and forrowful 


I have enjoyed no more; more 
ſtrongly engaged and reſolved to in- 
ward and univerſal Holineſs : my 
Faith in Chriſt more encreaſed and 
ſettled ; my Love to him more in- 
flamed ; my Soul ſtrengthened and 
emboldned to undergo any thing for 
him : my ſpiritual delighr and joy in 
him raiſed, and leflened to other 
things: my Eſteem and Valuation of 
the Ordinance heightned, my Graces 
in it exerciſed ; my Deſires after full 
Enjoyment of God, and Chriſt in 
Glory, more enlarged. If he were 
pleaſed to kill me, he would not have 
received a Burnt-offering and a Meat- 


offering at my Hands; neither would 


he have ſhewed me all theſe things; 


nor, as at this time, have given me 
to experience ſuch things as theſe. 


Oh, that I may alwaysretaina thankful 
ſenſe of all his Benefits! Oh, how 


much 
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much. am I beholden to thee, my 
God ? I have been praiſing of thee, 
but nothing to what I ought, or 
what thou deſerveſt. Oh, how can 1 
ceaſe to magniſie thee ? for what 1 
am, and have, for the Uſe of thy 
Creatures, and thy Bleſſing with them, 
for every Crumb, much more for Chriſt, 
that Foundation-mercy, that hath all 
Mercies folded up in him, and entail- 
ed unto him ; that ſweetens and 
ſanctifies every Mercy: For this Feaſt 
on his Body and Blood, for the Joys 
of thy Houſe, and the Viands of Hea- 
ven ; for any meaſure of Life and 
Affection, Raiſedneſs and Comfort, 
Grace and Goodneſs, Bleſs the Lord, 
O my Soul, and all that is within me 
bleſs his holy Name. While I live I 
will praiſe thee, I will fing Praiſe unto 
my God, while I have a Being: and 
what is here wanting in thy due 
Praiſe, I will pay hereafter in ever- 
laſting Hallelujah'ss  _ 

Reſt not in the work done, though . 
done never ſo well.] Beware, leſt by 
ſpiritual Pride, and future N 

1 thou 
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thou Joſe the things thou haſt 
_ wrought. Had I done all, as well as 
was commanded me, I would fay, 
I am an unprofitable Servant, 1 had 
done but my Duty : but, Oh, how 
ſhort come I of it? Oh, let not the 
Lord lay to my charge, my want of 
due Preparation; my 'Coldneſs and 
Indifferency, Diſtraction and Unbe- 
lief, my ſo many failings before, and 
at the Ordinance: that my Heart 
was in no better frame; that I took 
no more pains with it to fit it for thy 
ſelf: that it was no more broken for 
my Sins, when the Miniſter broke 
the Bread: that when I took it, 1 
was ſo dull, fo dead, and did no bet- 
ter reach forth the hand of Faith to 


lay hold on, and apply Chriſt and 


his Benefits; ſo played the Hypocrite 
before thee, and my Fellow-Commu- 
nicants : that when the Wine was 
poured forth, and I faw how Chriſt 
ſhed his Blood for Sinners, I ſcarce 
dropped a Tear for the Cauſe, from 
an Heart ſenſible of my Sins, and his 
Love unto my Soul: when 1 took and 


drank 
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drank the Czp, I did not remember 
him as 1 ought : that my Heart was 
not ſo ſeriouſly intent, and reverent, 
ſo deeply affected, ſuitable to the Im- 
portance and CO of the Duty, 
and the Majeſty of him with whom 1 
had to do. | 
Spend ſome time in ſtrengtheuing and 
confirming thy holy Purpoſes and Reſolu- 
tions.] Oh, that ſome Fruit may be 
ſeen of this day, till the Solemnity WH 
return! that the thoughts and medi! ũͥ p6ᷓB¾ꝓ 
tations J had there, may be fo ſtrong-- g- WY 
ly, ſo deeply fixed and rooted in my I 
Heart, that nothing may be able to WY 
pluck them up! that I may be ſo 
ſenſibly poſſeſs d with the Perſuaſions 
that Chriſt is in, and united to me! 
that when a Temptation comes and 
knocks for Entrance, I may readily, 
naturally ſay, I am not he that I was 
before, the Property of the Houſe is 
quite changed; I live, yet not I, but 
Chriſt.in me ; I was indeed a common 
Inn to entertain all Comers, but now _ 
I am become the ſole Habitation of 
the Zigh and Holy One, he expects 
= 
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to be Honourably treated like unto 
himſelf, he will have no Competitors 
or unclean thing in his Houſe : I can- 
not ariſe and open to you. Oh, how 
ſhall I treat him, who hath taken up 


his abode with me : Shall I take the 


Members of an Harlot? defile that 
Body, wherein he hath choſen to re- 
ſide? force him out of his Habitation 
by any Impurity 2 offend him by any 
noiſom Thoughts, or unſavoury Breath 
out of my Mouth? Shall thoſe Hands 
that have received the ſacred Ele- 
ments, work Deceit? thoſe Eyes that 
have been filled with Tears at the 
Lord's Table, be filled with Luſt or 
Envy? thoſe Teeth that have eaten 
holy Bread, grind the face of the 
Poor ? thoſe Lips that have touched 


lot? the Mouth that hath drunk con- 
ſecrated Wine, be full of rotten Dif 


World, as to forget to retire to con- 


perplex my ſelf with Buſineſs, as to 
omit 


Members of Chriſt, and make them the 


the Sacramental Cup, ſalute an Har- 


courſe? Shall I be ſo greedy of the 


verſe with my Saviour? Shall I ſo 
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emit to Pray, to Meditate, to ſing: 
Praiſes unto thee? No, I am not at 
my own diſpoſe ; I have ſworn, and 
will perform, that I will keep thy 
righteous Judgments ; and often con- 
ſider how deeply Iam obliged to him 
that hath paid my Debt. Oh, I can. 
never parallel his Love, yet let me 
ſhew my ſelf thankful : I can do no- 
thing ſatisfactory, but let me do ſome- 
thing gratulatory. He gave himſelf 
a Sin- offering for me; let me give 
my ſelf a Thank- offering to him; 
ofler up my ſelf a living Sacrifice 
unto my Redeemer, who offered up 
himſelf a dy ing Sacrifice for my Re- 
demption. 
Beware of Crucifying Chriſt afreſh.] 
To them that believe, he is precious: 
Now I have begun to celebrate the 
Marriage; Oh, let me never throw off 
the Wedding-Garment, ſtain it by 
any Pollution, or ſeek after other 
Lovers ; eat his Bread, and lift up 
the Heel againſt him ; take the Cup, 
and betray my Intereſt in him; after 
I have received him, caſt him out of 


my 
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my Heart; live in that for which he 
died. As the Sacrament is a Memo- 
rial of Chriſt Crucified for Sin, let it 


de a Remembrance to me, of abhor- 


ring, crucifying, abſtaining from it. 
Elſe, I hold on Satan's ſide, ſeek to 
keep him on his Throne, do thoſe 
things which Chriſt is more unwilling 
I ſhould, than he was to ſuffer all 
the Indigmtics and Torments the 
Jews inflicted ; he was willing to die 
by their Hands, rather than any In- 
conveniency ſhould fall upon me, 
than Sin and Satan ſhould reign over 
and keep poſſeſſion in me; he was 
not troubled ſo much to die, as he 
was to ſee me live in Sin; for he 
died, that I might ceaſe from Sin. 
And do I diſpute, when a Tempta- 
tion is preſented, whether Chriſt or 
Barabbas ſhall be preferred 2 my Luſts 
denied, or my Lord crucified ? that 
which would murder my Soul, deſerve 
to be ſpared, or he that ſuffered to 
fave it? Oh, how ſad! that he who 
ſeems to deifie Chriſt in the Euchariſt, 
ſhould vilifie him in his _— ; 
5 that 


the Sacrament, 205 
that ſuch who pretend to eat and 
drink Chriſt's Body and: Blood at the 
Church, ſhould: eat the Bread of 
Wickedneſs, and drink the. Wine of 
Violence in their own Houſes : that 
they ſhould be fo devout at the Sa- 
crament, as if they believed God to 
be in the Bread; and in their Lives 
ſo prophane, as if they believe not 
God to be in Heaven, *©t 

Abandon and crucifie all Sin more 
than ever.) I have put off my Coat 
of Corruption, how ſhall I put it on? 
| have waſhed my Feet in the Blood 
of the Lamb, how ſhall I defile them: 
the Lord hath ſpoken Peace unto me, 
let me not return again to Folly. Hath 
he taken off my former Burthen, and 
caſt it on the Back of his dear Son, 
and ſhall I lay more Load upon him: 
hath he loved me, and waſhed me 
from my Sins in his own Blood; and 
mall I, with the Dog, return to the 
Vomit 2 with the Sow that is waſned, 
to her wallowing in the Mire ? Shall 
| take Poiſon after Phyſick 2 make 
the Table of the Lord contem — 4 

t 
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Hath he been ſo gracious to me, as 
to vouchſafe and ſeal me a Pardon of 
all my Sins; and ſhall I fo abuſe his 
Goodneſs, 1 turn his Grace into 
Wantonneſs, as to run afreſh on his 
ſcore? Is not this to account the Blood 
of the Covenant, wherewith I am 
ſanctified, an unholy thing? May 1 
not fear his Anger will kindle againſt 
me, and that he will no more have 
mercy on me ? Oh, let not thoſe 
Hands that were reached forth to 
receive Chriſt, be ſtretched out to 
Oppreſſion and Violence; but be 
henceforth ſacred, and do no Deed 
that may offend thee: nor thoſe 50 
that have touched thoſe holy M 
ſteries, be defiled with the Devils 
drivel, filthy Communication ; but 
be hallowed from all words that may 
diſpleaſe thee. Oh, let my Soul, which 
by thy Sacrament is made fo happy, 
as to be ſo near to thee, be never fo 
wretched, as to think any thing too 
dear for ſuch a Saviour. Let nothing 
make me leave my firſt Love, who, 
for love of me, left his Father's 
| Houle; 
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Houle, Heaven, and Glory, to eſpouſe 
mens I | 


thou haſt hereby laid upon thy ſelf.] No 


ſpace of time can wear it off, to the 


ſame ſtrictneſs all our days as this, 
though we had but this one Oppor- 
tunity to Receive. The Bonds my 
Soul is entred into, will never be 
cancelld. God forgets not his Pro- 
miſes, nor my Breaches, though I 
may ; the Matter is now out of m 

hands, I cannot revoke this Gift of 
my felt to God, (indeed | have given 
nothing but what was his own before) 
alter theſe Vows,there is no Enquiry to 
be made, whether they thould be kept. 


This day I have avouched the Lord 


to be my God, to walk in his Ways, 


avouched me to be one of his People: 
| have taken Chriſt for my Lord, and 
Husband, to live in Love and Obe- 


by him. Tempt me not therefore 
from my Allegiance and Fidelity; the 

Vows of God are upon me, ſealed 5 
the 


J 


Frequently conſider the Engagement 
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and to keep his Statutes ; and he hath 


dience to him, as I hope to be ſaved 
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the Sacrament, and recorded in Hea- 
ven; not one of my fellow-Communi- 
cauts but are Witneſles with, and to 
God, that they ſaw me perſonally, 
publickly own, and renew my Cove- 
vant with him; for my Oath's ſake, 
and thoſe that fate with me, I will not 
do this Evil, and fin againſt God. Shall 
I alienate and - pollute the Heart fo 
ſolemnly devoted to him? break thoſe 
Bands aſunder, and fetch the Sacrifice 
away from the Altar, tied with ſuch 
ſtrong Cords of Oaths and Covenants ? 
muſt | not expect to bring fire along 
with it ? to provoke God to a ſevere 
revenge of the Mocks and Scorns I put 
5 upon him ? ſhall I ſo horribly pro- 
phane his Name? and make my felt 
ſuch a forſworn, perjured Wretch ? 
Is it a light thing to break an Oath 
made ſolemnly with God 2 ſhall he 
eſcape that doth ſuch things? or ſhall 
he break the Covenant, and be de- 
| livered 2 4s I live, ſaith the Lord, 
ſurely my Oath which he hath deſpiſed, 
and my Covenant which he hath broken, 
even it will I recompenſe on his own _ 
2 | | am 
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Tam ſure he will be true to his Pro 
miſes, and ſhall 1 fall under his Threat- 
nings, by being falſe to mine? If a 
good Man keep his Oaths and Pro- 
miſes with Men to his own hart, much 
more ought he thoſe to God for his 
own good. OF 
Mall on in the ſtrength of this ſpiritual 
Food, till thou comeſt to perfection] Oh, 
that I may ſtill drink of the Spiritual 
Rock, find the efficacy, vertue and be- 
nefit of the Sacrament, follow and 
ſtream after me, while I travel in this 
Wilderneſs! Oh, that I may be ſtronger 
and ſtronger in all Graces, more active 
and exacter in all Spiritual Duties; hear 
more heedfully, pray more fervently, 
receive more believingly, keep the Sab- 
bath more exactly, wateh over my 
Heart and Ways more diligently ; be 
more humble and pious towards God, 
more juſt and righteous to Man, more 
tober and temperate toward my ſelf; 
that | may walk worthy of Chriſt, of 
the Covenant, of the Sacrament, King- 
dom, Goſpel, and Grace of God 2 of my 
Birth and Breeding ! Oh, that my 
K 2 mn. 
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preſent Deportment may be anſwer. 
able to my future Preferment ; that 


there may be ſome proportion between 
my frequent receiving and growing in 
Grace; that I may ſpew forth his Death 
till he come, in reſpect of its Influence 


on my Soul ! 
Delight in Spiritual Fellowſhip with 


ChriſPs Members. ] Oh, that I may now 


bury all Envy, Malice, Hatred, Un- 
charitableneſs; and (as Chriſt) love 


my Enemies, but eſpecially - thoſe 


that are Partakers of the fame Bene- 


fits with me ! Oh, that that Sentence 


may {till run in my mind, If God fo 
loved us, we 1 alſo to love one 
another ! Oh, that | may ſhake off all 
ungodly Society, have my Heart 
linked unto, and be a Companion of 


all thoſe that fear the Lord; make 
the liveheſt of them my greateſt In. 


rimates, and upon all occaſions im- 
prove cheir Fellowſhip to the beſt ad: 
vantage. Oh, that I may hencefortl 


behave my ſelf as a Stone of the fame 


Building ; as a Branch of the ſame 
Vine; as a Servant of the ſame Famil); 
as 


< 
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a5 a Member of the ſame Body; as a 
Son of the ſame Father! O Merciful, 
Eternal High-Prieſt, let that Sacrifice . 
thou once offered'ſt on the Croſs for 
the Sins of the World, which thou 
do'ſt now and ever repreſent in Hea- 
ven to thy Father, by thy never- 
ceaſing Interceſſion, which this day 
hath been exhibited Sacramentally an 
thy holy Table, obtain Mercy and 
Peace, Faith and Love, Truth and U- 
nity, Safety and Eſtabliſhment, Grace, 
Glory, and all good things to thy 
whole Church; and let not the Gates 
of Hell ever prevail againſt it. 

Cheer up and comfort thy ſelf againſt 
4 Diſcouragements.] Have | worthily 
= Received the Lord's Supper? whatſo- 
ever my Miſeries are, this cannot but 

be a reviving Cordial, yet my Sins are 
-W pardoned. How little ſhould I be 
+ diſmayed at any inward or outward 
Troubles? let me be fed all my days 
with the Bread and Water of Affliction, 
| have another Bread and Cup to 
ſweeten both; let her not ſay ſhe is 
fick, her Sins are forgiven, I have re- 
| 4 cCeived 


— 
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ceived: an all-ſufficient Saviour; and 
ſeek for nothing in, but renounce 


my felf, having fo much in him. 
How can I any more walk dejectedly, 
that am intereſted in the New Cove- 
#ant > which, with all its Promiſes 
and Privileges, is ratified and confirm- 
ed to me? whatever I need, is to be 
had here, Health and Recovery from 
_ Sickneſs, a competent Maintenance 
and Support, Peace and Deliverance 
from our Enemies, Content and Pa- 
tience, Liberty and Joy, ſanctified 
Riches, or cheerful Poverty, and 
whatſoever is a Bleſſing is purchaſed 
for, and ſecured to us. And, Oh, that 


this, in all my Troubles, Difficulties, 


Addreſſes to God, may quiet me, and 
ſtrengthen my Faith, to apprehend 
him as in Covenant with me, that 


hath engaged himſelf to be with me 


in all Eſtates and Conditions, and to 
order all things for my Advantage: 
I have reſigned up my ſelf to him, 
let him do with me what ſeemeth 
him good. He cannot deny himſelf; 
all his Words are Oaths, for their Cer- 
5 
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tainty 3 and all his Promiſes, the ſure 
| Mercies of David. This Sacrament is 
to my particular Perſon, what it is 
in it ſelf, and by deſign to all the 

World: If I receive worthily, I ſhall 
receive any of thoſe Bleſſings accord- 
ing as God ſhall chuſe for me, which 
ſhall be not only with more Wiſdom, 
but more Affection, than I can for 
my ſelf. Let me but be void of all 
Care, but only to preſerve my Fa- 
ther's Love, and I cannot want. He 
whom Almighty Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs takes a Fatherly Care of, engages 
to feed, cannot but have enough. 
All things are yours, and you are 
Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's. No- 
thing is excluded, where he is in- 
cluded. 

Keep up earneſt longings after this, 
and the eternal Supper of the Lamb.) 
Oh, when will the Opportunity re- 
turn ? when ſhall 1 come and appear 

before God ? when ſhall I fee his 
Power and his Glory, taſte his Love 
and Goodneſs, as I have in the Sa- 
crament 2 Oh, that I may ſtill be feaſt- 
. B44 l 
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ing my Soul on thoſe heavenly Dain- 


ties, thoſe ſpiritual Viands, thoſe | 


ſatisfying Pleaſures at his Table! 1 


think the time long to that day of 


gladneſs and rejoycing. The King 
of Glory hath now eſpouſed me to 

himſelf by Proxy, by his Ambaſſa- 
dour; the day is haſtening when the 


Marriage ſhall be publickly, trium- 


phantly ſolemnized and compleated. 
Mount up (my Soul) and ever ſtand 
wiſhly looking for his Appearance; 
never ſlack thy Watch, nor let thy 


Expectation cool, till he take thee to 
himſelf, where we ſhall be gathered 


together where the Body 1s, and his 


Glory preſented without an Umbrage ; 


where he ſhall lay aſide his Veil, and 
his amiable Conntenance be chequered 
with no intermingled Frowns, inter- 


vening Clouds, or obſcure Mediums ; | 


where Myſteries ſhall be turned into 
Revelations, the Tranſlation into the 


Original, Commemoration into. iſion, 


 Eſpouſal into mutual Fruition and Em- 
braces, Sighs and Tears into Nuptial 
Songs and Feſtivals, tranſient Glances 
into 


IP 
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into the direct Beams of the ever- 
radiant Sun of Righteouſneſs, à mo- 
ment's Work into an Eternity of Reſt ; 
where is Satiety without nauſeating; 
perfect Happineſs without Care or In- 
cumbrance, Envy or Succeſlor, A- 
teration or End ; for every Chain a 
Ray of Light, every Tear a Pearl, 
every Priſon a Palace, every Loſs 
the purchace of a Kingdom, every 
Affront in God's Service an eternal 
Honour, every Hour of Sorrow a 
thouſand Years of Comfort, multi- 
plied with a never-ceaſing Numera- 
tion. Where Job, that fate on the 
Dung: hill, fits among the Angels; 
Lazarus, that lay among the Dogs, is 
lodged in Abrahams Boſom; the 
Saints heretofore among the Pots, 
walk in white : where are Rzches and 
Pleaſures, true and real, adequate and 
ſuitable, ſolid and ſatisfying, laſting. 
and durable: where J ſhall fee thee 
(O infinite Sweetneſs and Delight) 
without a Veil, and live upon thee 
without a Figure : where I ſhall have 
not a Sacramental, but a Beatifical 
K 5 © Canon 
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Communion ; not wear thy Ring, but 
ſee thy Face; not remember, but be- 
hold thee ; not in Faith, but clear and 


full Fruition. e 


Come Love! Come Lord and that long Day, 
For which I languiſh, come away; 

When this dry Soul thoſe Eyes ſhall ſee, 

And drink. the unſeal'd Source of Thee: 

When Glory Sun Faiths Shade ſhall chace, 


Then for thy Veil give me thy Face. 


Ys, wed Aw »* frws mad Mw - 
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APPENDIX 


„ 
Devout Communicant: 

Containing more Particular 
DrRECTIONS and MEDITATIONS | 


1 For the Time of 
Receiving the Holy Communion ; 


With A PRAYER Before and After. 


— — 


A Paper at Howe, Betoze the 
Sacrament. 6 

Eternally Bleſſed, and infinite 
ly Glorious Lord God! Th 
| art greatly to be feared in the 
Aſſembly of thy Saints, and to be had 
in reverence of all that draw nigh unto 
thee. Look down from Heaven, the 
Habitation of thy Holineſs and Glory, 
in much Mercy, Pity, and tender Com- 
paſſion upon me, a vile, ſinful, deſpi- 
cable Creature, proſtrate at thy = 
| = ool ; 
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8 A Paper Befo2e | 
Jiool; unworthy to look up unto thy 
Throne, or to receive any thing at thy 
Hands, but thy Wrath and ſevere Dif. 
pleaſure. I am leſs than the leaſt of 
all thy Mercies, and liable to the ſe- 
vereſt of thy Judgments, by reaſon of 
the Pollution and Sinfulneſs of my 
Nature, Heart and Life. I am of the 
degenerate Poſterity of fallen Adam; 
and have all the Powers, Faculties 
and Members of my Soul and Body 
defiled with Sin. I have ſinned in 
every Age, in every Relation, in every 
Condition, in every Employment of 
my Life. ] have diſtruſted thy Word, 
diſregarded thy Calls, flighted thy 
Judgments, abuſed thy Mercies,turned 
thy Grace into Wantonneſs, rejected 
the tenders of thy Love, reſted the 
Motions of thy Holy Spirit, he Checks 
of my own Conſcience, and followed 
the Motions of my own evil Heart; J 
have diſhonoured thy Name, pro- 
phaned thy Sabbaths, polluted thy 
_ Ordinances, been unthankful for thy 
Benefits, impatient under Afflictions, 
unfaithful to my Promiſes, mif-ſpent 

cla | my 


my Time, neglected my Duty, walked 
unanſwerable to thoſe multiplied Obli- 
gations laid upon me; broken all thy 
holy Commandments, by many ahd 
great Tranſgreſſions, made and judged 
my ſelf unworthy of ever- _ 
laſting Life ; * ſo that no- * Hire mention 
thing might remain unto Fan” 7 
me, but a fearful looking 

for of Judgment and fiery Indigna- 
tion to devour me. 

But thou delighteſt in Mercy, and 
not in the Death of a Sinner ; art not 
willing any ſhould periſh, but that all 
| ſhould come to repentance. Oh, take 
not Counſel of thy juſt Indignation ; 
but of thy ative Goodneſs, thy ſatis- 
fied Juſtice. Wilt thou deſtroy him 
that preſents himfelf deſerving to be 
puniſhed, and thy Sou to have [atisfied 8 
that deſires not to lives unleſs it be by 
the benefit of thy Mercy and his Suffer- 
ings Wilt thou not ſpare me for thy 
Son, who ſparedſt not thy Son for 
me ? Is there not enough in his Merits 
and Sacrifice, to. expiate all my Sins, 
and to juſtifie my Perſon in thy K 2 
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220 8 Per Beton 
Oh, ſuffer not thy ſelf to be deprived 
of the Glory of my Forgiveneſs and 
Salvation, as well as my Creation and 
Redemption. Save me, whom thou 
haſt hitherto ſpared; and forgive me 
Eternal Death, which I have fo often 
merited by my great Offences : bury 
them all in the bottomleſs Ocean of 
thy own Mercy and Forgetfulneſs, 


and my Saviour's Blood; lay them 


upon Him who 1s able to bear them, 
and cloath me with His Righteouſneſs 
that 1s able to cover me. | 
Ob, free me from the Guilt and Stain, 
the Power and Penalty, the Reign 
and Dominion of Sin, that nothing 
may ſeparate me from thy Love, nor 
from the ſenfible diſcoveries of it at 
thy Table. That I may be a meet and 
worthy Receiver, let thy Holy Spirit 
prepare, direct, and aſſiſt me. Take 
away my filthy Garments, my ſpiri- 
tual Filthinefs, and cloath me with 
the beſt Robe, The Lord our Righte- 
ouſneſs. Oh, think me worthy, for his 
ſake; and make me worthy, for thy 
Mercy's fake, Deal not with me ac- 
cording 


the Sacrament. 2 
cording to my Deſerts, but thy great 
Goodneſs, and my great Neceſſity. Let 
me fo remember my Sins, that thou 
mayeſt forget them; ſet them ſo be- 
fore my Face, that thou mayeſt caſt 
them behind thy Back. Give me ſuch 
a lively ſtedſaſt Faith in Chriſt for 
Forgiveneſs, that thou mayelt ſeal it 
up unto my Soul. Let me /ove him, 
and all his Members, with a pure 
Heart, fervently, at thy holy Com- 
munion, and ever after without diſſi- 
mulation. So enlarge my Soul with 
ſpiritual Affections and Defires, that it 
may even break for the longings it 
hath unto that Ordinance, and unto 
thy Teſtimonies at all times. Remove 
far from me all blindneſs of Mind, 
hardneſs of Heart, unrelenting Affe. 

ctions, Deadneſs and Indiſpoſedneſs, 
Earthlineſs and Diſtraction, Irreve- 
rence, unbecoming Apprehenſions; 
whatſoever may hinder the Bleſſing 
and Efficacy of that Soul-nouriſhing, 
refreſhing Ordinance, thy gracious 
Preſence, my eternal Salvation. Create 
in me an underſtanding, neavenly, clean 
1 


222 APzayer Befoe Receiving 
Heart, O God; and renew an humble, 
contrite, right Spirit within me, pre- 


pared for thee. Oh, be not as a Stran- 


ger unto me; hide not thy ſelf from 
me; lift up the light of thy Counte- 
nance upon me. Let me feel the com- 

fortable breathings of thy holy Spirit 
in my Soul at thy Ordinance; ſanctiſie 


it to me, and me to receive 1 accep- 


tably, with due Preparation and Ap- 
prehenſions, Reverence and Humility, 
Repentance and Faith, Love and Cha- 
rity, Joy and Thankfulneſs, a deep 
ſenſe of thy inc xpreſſible Love, and my 
own Unworthineſs. 

And, Oh, that all of us, who this 
day approach thy Table, may ſo eat 
his Fleſh, which he hath given for 
the Lite of the World, that we may 


live for ever; and fo drink his Blood, 
that it may be to us for Remiſſion 


of Sins. Meet us not in our ſelves, 
in thy Juſtice, as a conſuming Fire; 


but a reconciled Father, in thy Righ- 


teous and Beloved Son, whom thou 
gaveſt, who gave himſelf for us when 
we were thy Enemies. Let us depart 


thence. 


the Holy Communion, 223 
thence more under the Power of thy 
Love and Grace, and under greater 
Reſolutions and Abilities to do thee 
faithful Service all our days, through 
Feſus CHriſt, our Sacrifice and Redemp- 
tion, Hope and Confidence, Surety 
and Advocate, the Food and Health ; 
the Life and- Salvation of our Souls; 
who hath taught us, when we pray, 
to ys Oar Father, &c. 


As ſoon as ever the Sermon is ended. loo 
towards the Lord's Table, and ſay, 


His Sacrament I am going to, is 
. a ſtanding Memorial of my Sa- 


viour's Paſſion, wherein he once of- 
fered up himſelf to God; and a Sign 
of that nouriſhing and ſtrengthening 
Grace, which he now offers me under 
tle Notion of Food. It is the true 
Means and Inftrument of conveying 
unto me thoſe Bleſſings, and ſignifies 
that, which by its proper Inſtitution 
1 repreſents. O that I may diſtinaty 

apprehend, rightly uſe, —_ apply it 
to my own Soul. a | 
n 
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224 At the time of Receiving 
In the making and ordering of theſe 
Elements, ſee, conſider (O my Soul) 
the heavy Preſſures, Piercings, Pains 
and Sufferings of thy Saviour, from his 
Father, and wicked Men. The Malice 
and Violence of his Murtherers cruci- 
fied him as a Malefactor, and the fiery 
Wrath of God made him a Burnt- 


| Sacrifice; and under both theſe Suffer- 


ings he is become to me Meat indeed, 
and Drink indeed; the Stay and Sup- 


port, the Comfort, Refreſhment, and 


Life of my Soul, nouriſhing and pre- 
ſerving it to eternal Life. „ 
 Fhat Bread and Wine could never 
ſuſtain and nouriſh me, if the one had 
not fallen into the Earth, under the 


Sickle, the Flail, the Milbſtone, and 


the Fire; the other under the Hook 
and Preſs of the Husband-man ; no- 


thing leſs than the Croſs, the Wounds, | 


the Death of my Lord, my God, of his 


deareſt Son made me a Saviour; and 
by this Sacrament aſſures me I ſhall be 


kept up and fed with a ſupply of all 


neceſſary Bleſſings, as certainly as he 


gives me to taſte that Bread and Wine, 
the 
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haul 


the andivery means for preſerving my 
Lite and Strength. 


Whilſt we Chon Creatures were 


paſſing, on to our Execution, the Son 
of God looked upon us, and took our 


Condemnation upon himſelf ; and un- 


der it died in our ſtead : Thus, by the 


Death and Satisfaction of this — 
Juſtice gave way to my Releaſe ; 


the Father forgave my Sins, and God ; 


the Son procured my Life. 


Then fall upon your Knees with all i imagi. 
nable Reverence, and fay, 


ET the Words of my Mouth, 

and the Meditation of my Heart, 

be acceptable in thy ſight, O Lord, 
my Strength, and my Redeemer. - 

Moſt Gracious God, who of thy 


great Goodneſs haſt ordained this Or- 


dinance for a continual Remembrance 
of that ever-prevailing Sacrifice, which 
thy infinite Wiſdom and Love has ap- 
pointed, and accepted upon the Croſs, 
for us vile, helpleſs, wretched Sinners; 
make us truly ſenſible of all our 
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226 At the time of Receiving 
Offences againſt thee, and of his Love 
and Sufferings for us; and accept us in 
Him to the Praife of thy Grace. Re- 
buke all unſeaſonable Thoughts and 
Imaginations; ſtir up and act in us 
every Grace of thy Holy Spirit, 
and graciouſſy entertain us; and 
grant we may wow fo behave our 
ſelves, that we may not provoke, 
but glorifie hee; be favingly Par- 
takers of the Redemption we now 
commemorate, and be found and kept 
in the number of thy Redeemed Ones 
for ever. 
Leſſed Lord, who reviveſt by 

this ſacred Feaſt, the Memory of 
thy incxpreſlible Love, and of my Sa- 
viour's Sufſerings; enable me, by Faith, 
ſo to apply his 27 ion, that healing 
Strength and ſaving Virtue may pro- 
ceed from it; the Strength and ſweet 
Odour of whole Oblation is as fra 
grant, as ſavingly efficacious, as when 


firſt offered up unto thee. Enlighten 


my Underſtanding,prepare my Heart: 
Help, O help me, that I may vo a- 
bate nothing of thoſe Affections that 


ale 
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are due unto Thee, and my Ever- 
| blefled Redeemer. And let me obtain 
the Fruits and Benefits of his Death 
and Paſſion; even the Remiſſion of 
all my Sins, and the Fulneſs of all thy 
Graces. O bleſs me, and thine own 
In{titution unto me; and grant, that 
I may not encreaſe my Guilt, by abu- 
ſing of what thou oifcreſt me, but may 
receive a Bleſſing from thee. 

IJ Oly, Righteous Father, who ſeeſt 
nothing in me that is truly 
mine, but Duit and Aſhes, and, which 
is worſe, ſinful Fleſh, polluted Blood; 
Oh, look upon ſome few Reſemblances 
of thine mage, ſome Rays and Beams 
of thy Spirit, ſome ſmall Beginnings 
of thy Grace, which are from thee, 
in me; and ſupply the Defects, with 
thy Mercy, Merits, and Sacrifice of 
thy Son. Turn thine Eyes, O merciful 
Father, to his Satisfaction and Inter- 
ceſſton, who now fits at thy Right- 
hand ; to the Seals of thy Covenant, 
which lie before thee upon thy Table; 
and to all the Wants and Diſtreſſes 
which thou ſeeſt in my Soul; _ 
| take 
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228 At the time ol Recelbing 
take this opportunity of glorifying 


thy Mercy, thy Son, and thy Grace, 
towards me, and upon me. 


Bleſſed Jeſus, ſo diſpoſe me by thy 

Grace and Holy Spirit, to feed 
ſpiritually and really upon that Sacri- 
fice which thou offere@ ſt without the 
Gate, and which this Sacrament ſets 


before me here in thy Court, that I 


may be admitted into that holy Place, 
which thy Sacrifice hath opened, and 
this Sacrament invites me to. And 
help me ſo to drink of this Fruit of 
the Vine, that I may drink it new in 
my Father's Aingdom; where I hall 
be delighted _ refreſhed, and con- 
verſe wich thee, without theſe typical 
Shadows and Repreſentations, 


When the Miniſter is confelſing Sin, and 
praying for the Efficacy of the Ordi- 


ings, with their Aggravations, and 
the Mercies you in ſpecial need, which 
he omits. Proſtrate your Souls in the 
10 7 your own Ad Heneſs, and Ne- 


ceſſities ; 


nance, let your Heart concurr with 
him, 1 put in your particular Fail. 


A. 
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ceſities ; join with all earneſtueſs in 
his Confeſſions and Petitions, as one 
that knows the evil of Sin, and the 
need and worth of the Bleſſings he 
requeſts. - 

And let the ſolemn Conſecration of the 
Bread and Wine mind thee how thy 
Saviour was conſecrated and ſet a. 
part for thy Salvation ; and ſay, 


OW wonderful is thy Wiſdom 
and Love, O God, in our Re- 
covery and Redemption ! How juſtly 
mighteſt thou have dealt with us as 
with the fallen Angels, and left us to 
periſh without a Remedy! How 
ſtrangely doſt thou glorifie thy Mercy 
over thoſe Sins, that gave thee the 
advantage and occaſion to glorifie 
thy Juſtice Even thou our God, 
whom we have offended and pro- 
voked eternally to ruine us, haſt, out 
of thine own Treaſure, fatisfied thine 
own Juſtice ; and given us a Saviour, 
by ſuch a Miracle of Wiſdom, Love 
and Condeſcenſion, as Men and An- 
gels ſhall never be able fully to com 
e prehend. 
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230 At the time of Receiving 
prehend. So did'{t thou love the ſinful 


World, as to give thy only begotten Son, 
that whoſoever believes in him, ſhould 


not periſh, but have everlaſting Life. 


— 
* 


2 ou ſee the breaking of the Bread, 


and pouring out of the Wine, ay, 


O dreadful Juſtice ! O precious 
Sacrifice | O merciful Saviour! How 


gracious, Lord, haſt thou been to Sin- 


ners? How ſevere unto thy Son? How 
cruel have we been unto thee, and 
our ſelves 2 How {mall a matter hath 
tempted me to that, which colt fo 


dear before it was forgiven ? 


Cannot but here obſerve ſomething 
very like the Sacrifice and Paſſion of 
my dear Redeemer. Thus the Bread of 
Life was broken ; Thus the Lamb of 
God was ſlain ; Thus his precious 


Blood was ſhed ; Thus his Father 


gave him once to die, and gives {till 


the virtue of his Death to bleſs and 


fave every one that comes unfeigned- 
ly to Him 3 | 


Hateful Sin! O wonderful Love! 


While 
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While the Miniſter and others are Re- 
cetving before you, ſay, i 
WHO can ſufficiently admire and 
adore thee, moſt gracious God, 
for reconciling us unto thy ſelf 2 Vile 
Sinners, the Off-ſpring of ſinful Pa- 
rents, thou treateſt us as familiar 
Friends, as dear Children. Thou 
mighteſt have brought us together 
hither for a Sacrifice to thy Fuſtice, 
and behold one of thine own making 
for us, the Son of thy Love. We are 
unworthy of the leaſt crumb of our 
daily Bread; unworthy to tread upon 
thy Earth, to breath in thy Air, to 
lift up our Eyes to Heaven; and thou 
giveſt us Bread from Heaven, Liberty 
to tread thy Courts, thy Spirit to 
breath in our Hearts, leave to breath 
out our Requeſts unto Thee, O com- 
paſſionate Father. And now, ſince 
Love will chuſe ſuch unworthy Gueſts, 
and Mercy be honoured upon ſuch Sin 
and Miſery ; let that Mercy that in- 
vites us, make us acceptable, and 
graciouſly entertain us. 
7 I O 
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232 At the time of Receiving 
Author of my Salvation, and of 
thoſe Myſteries that expreſs it ; 
the Object and Truth of what Iam 
now going to receive; thou art as 
able to perfect me with thy Bleſſings 
and Graces from thy Throne, as thou 
wert to redeem me by thy Sacrifice on 
thy Croſs. O perform in me, by thy 
Sufferings, what thou doſt exhibit and 
repreſent. By this thy Body broken, 
give me alſo Nouriſhment and Main- 
tenance unto eternal Life. Look u pon 
a poor Sinner at thy Table, as Thou 
didſt on him that hung by thy Croſs, 
and remember me now Thou art in 
thy Kingdom. 
Am unworthy of the Crambs that fall 
from thy able, of the common Mer- 
cies of Food and Ray ment; much leſs, 
that thou ſhould tt come and ſup, and | 
dwell with me : bur ſeeing it is thy | 
good pleaſure to vouchiate me this 
Favour, O cleanſe me from all my Sins, 
that I may entertain thee in a pure, a 
ſanctified Heart. Make this unclean 
Habitation, that is ſo unfit to receive 
thee, a Temple for thy ſelf to dwell 
Fs III. 
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in. Strengthen my Faith, aſſiſt me 
by thy Grace and Spirit ; that I may 
fully rely upon thee, apply thy Sut- 
terings unto me, and worthily re- 
ceive thee. 

Thou that art the Bread of Life 
that cameſt down from Heaven, 
and giveſt Lite unto the World; En- 
able me, while I am feeding upon theſe 
Elements, which repreſent unto me 
that univerſal, compleat Sacrifice pro- 
pitiatory for the Sins of Mankind, by 
Faith to Feaſt upon, lay hold on, ap- 
ply, and rejoice in the Satisfaction 
made by my Redeemer's Paſſion, until 
I find my Soul nouriſhed with Joy, 
Peace and Comfort which it draws 
from thence. Convey unto my Soul 
all the faving Benefits of that great 
Expiation. Let me with thy precious 
Body and Blood, receive ſuch Portions 
of thy holy Spirit, as may mortifte my 
_ worldly Afﬀections and Corruptions, 
revive my dead Heart, comfort my 
dejected Mind, turn my Knowledge 
into Practice, and make that Practice 
caſie and pleaſant unto me, 
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When the Miniſter gives you the Bread, 
think you here Chriſt ſay to you in 
particular, 

 [Take, eat, this is my Body, which is 
broken for thee : This do in remem- 
 brance of me.] 


T Lord and my God! didſt thou 
offer up thy ſelf for me, deſpi- 
cable, torlorn, wretched Sinner, as well 
as for any other? and dot thou now 
give thy ſelf unto me, and bid me re- 
member Thee, the Redeemer. of my 
Soul, the Author, the Object, and 
Truth of this Sacrament? I thankful- 
ly accept this Pledge of my Redemp- 
tion: I humbly receive thee, with a 
troubled Heart that I can no better 
receive thee, entertain thee, love thee, 
remember thee, ſerve thee, expreſs 
my Gratitude towards thee, and that 
I have ſo often offended Thee. 
Now | know that thou loveſt me, 
ſeeing thou haſt not with-held thy Son, 
thine only Son, from me. By his Merits 
and Bloody Sacrifice, hope to be re- 
ceived into the Fellowſhip of his 
Suffer 
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Sufferings here, and into the Commu- 
nion of his Glory hereafter. 
Ehold what manner of Love is this; 
that God ſhould undergo the 
Cenſures, the Contempts, the Scorns, 
the Deriſions, the Deſpite, the Deteſta- 
tion of vile Man ! ſuffer himſelf to be 
dealt with as a vile Miſcreant ! that we 
might be exempted, not only from 
the Torment, but the Ignominy we 
had merited ! That together with our 
Life,our Safety, our Liberty, we might 
recover that Honour we had for- 
feited and loſt! Be made a Curſe 
for us, that we might be redeemed 
from the Curſe of the Law, be freed 
from the exemplary Puniſhment due 
to our Tranſgreſſion of it! How Stu- ; 
pendious is that Goodneſs What Obli- p 
gation doth it lay upon us? that He | 
ſhould be aſperſed with the worſt 
Crimes, cloathed with the fouleſt 
Shame, executed on a Crofs as a curſed 
Malefactor, for us who were Enemies to. 
bim; not commendable for any Good- 
neſs in us, but Traytors, Rebels a- 
gainſt him! who deſerved nothing 
TC 2 from 
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236 At the time of Recetving 
from him, who acted ſo much againſt 
him! when he ſaw ſo plainly, and felt 
ſo throughly the horrible Blindneſs, the 
Folly, the Infidelity, the Ingratitude, 
the Incorrigibility, the ſtrange Per- 
verſeneſs, the perfidious Malice and 
Cruelty of Mankind; all theſe ſur- 
._ rounding, invading, diſcharging them- 
ſelves upon him ; what Imagination 
can deviſe any Expreſſion of Love, 
Kindneſs and Friendſhip like this ? 
That he ſhould leave the higheſt Hap- 
pineſs, lay aſide the Majeſty and Feli- 
city of God, for the Infamies and Do- 
of a Crols : expoſe himſelf to 
the greateſt Perils, endure the ſoreſt 
Pains, ana moſt diſgraceful Ignomt- 
nies, and in moſt hideous manner 
loſe his Life for as, that he might 
reſcue us from the greateſt Miſery, 
and inſtate and purchaſe for us Hea- 
VVV 

Eeing this lively Repreſentation 
gives me ſo treth a Remembrance 


of the Love and Merit of my Redeem- 
ers Paſſion, | cloſe with him as the 
only foundation of all my Hope, 10 

the 
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the compleat Satisfaction for all my 
Sins. O! that I may no more depre-- 
tiate the Worth, or diſparage the Effi- 
cacy of his Sufferings, by deſpairing 
of Mercy, or diſputing of his Love. 
How can l doubt of thy Power to fave 
me, who haſt born the Sins of the 
whole World? or queſtion thy Nil. 
lingneſs, who of thine own accord 
calleſt all unto thee ? or ſuſpeCt thy 
Sincerity who art Truth it ſelf, and 
always in earneſt with poor Sinners? 
My Guilt makes me ready to tlie from 
thee 3 but thy melting Voice, thy 
compaſſionate Nature, the matchleſs 
Inſtances of thy Love, encourage me 
to come to thee. | 
What higher Kindneſs could 
God expreſs? What lower Con- 
deicenſion could he vouchſafe 2 By 
what Pledge could he more clearly, 
more ſurely teſtifie his Willing 
nels and Delight to do us good, 
than by thus ordering his own Son, 
dear to him as himſelf, to undergo. 
ſuch Miſeries for us? Such a Puniſh- 
ment hath been inflicted on him, to 
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explate our Sins, as to content the 
moſt rigorous Severity. - Such a 
Price laid down to redeem us from 
the Curſe as is abundantly ſufficient 
to diſcharge it. Such a Sacrifice offer- 
ed, which God hath avowed for moſt 
available and acceptable to him. Who 
is he that condemueth, ſeeing it is Chriſt 
that died ? | * 
How low was our Fall, when 
nothing leſs raiſed us than ſuch 
a depreſſion of God's only Son? How 
abominable muſt Sin be, which was 
not expiated without ſo coſtly a Sa- 
crifice? How deplorable that Miſery, 
which needed ſuch a Succour to re- 
lieve it? How deſperate our Con- 
dition, which brought down from 
Heaven the Almighty Phyſician to 
cure us, by fo coſtly a Medicine as 
his own Blood 2 How forlorn our 
Eſtate, which extorted from the 
moſt gracious God a Dilpleaſure 
needing ſuch a Reconciliation 2 And 
impoſed on the Lord of Glory a 
_ neceſſity to undergo ſuch a Puniſh» 
ment on our behalf? Surely, . 5 
EEE Ulle 
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Guilt been ſlight, had our Caſe been 
tolerable, had our Recovery been 
eaſie, the Divine Wiſdom would 
have choſe a cheaper, leſs precious 
Remedy. The Lord of Glory would 
not have fo emptied and abaſed him- 
ſelf, made himſelf of no Reputation, 
endured ſuch Pains and Ignominies, 
been ſo dealt with for our fakes, to 
reſcue and ranſom us from a dreadful 
Execution. WE, 
His is the Sacrifice, the Righ- 
teouſneſ in which I truſt, and by 
which I am juſtified, and faved from 
the Curſe of thy violated Law. As thou 
haſt accepted it, O Father, for the 
World upon the Croſs, behold it ſtill, 
on the behalf of Sinners; and hear 
his Blood, that cries unto thee for 
Mercy to the Miierable ; and for his 
ſake, pardon us, and accept us as thy 
reconciled Children. | 
_ This was my doing: it was I, and 
{ſuch other Sinners, that deſerved to 
bear the Puniſhment, who were guilty 
of the Sin. And can a Murtherer of 
Chriſt be a ſmall Offender 2 ſhall I ever 
VVV. 
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have a dull, a lifeleſs apprehenſion of 
thy Love, ora favourable thought of 
Sin more? O that I may ſufficiently 
| deteſt, and never more commit thoſe 
: Offences, that delivered my Redeemer 
to death, that pierced my Saviour's 
Hands and Side, that crowned his Head 
with Thorns, and filled his Soul with 
Grief : did bring ſuch Torments, Dif- 
graces, Intamy upon him, in lieu of 
the Confuſion due unto us. 
Thou who in thine Anger re- 
vengedſt our Sins upon thy Son, 
in thy Mercy correct and deſtroy them 
alſo in me; and beſtow upon me ſuch 
a meaſure of t thy Grace and Spirit, 
through which he offered himſelf 
without ſpot unto thee, as may ſancti- 
fie for ever the Body and Soul which 
now I offer up unto thee; and help 
me to diſcharge the Service] ae 
unto thee. Let not fo excellent a Price 
be paid in vain as to my Soul; ſo glo- 
rious an Offering want its due Effects 
upon me; 
O Bleſſed Lord I who haſt or- 
| dained this Myſtery for a Com 
: | munion 
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munion of thy Body, for a Means of 
Advancement and Proficiency in Ho- 
lineſs, and for an infallible Pledge of 
Eternal Salvation, which thou haſt 
purchaſed by thy Sufferings, and pre- 
pareſt thy People for, by thy Grace : 
make this Ordinance of a true Sign, an 
effeftual Means of the ſame, that it may 
be efficacious to ſettle me in the Com- 
munion of thy Sufferings, which it 
{heweth forth; to feed me with that 
living Bread which it repreſents .3 and 
to ſanctifie me for that eternal Hap- 
pineſs which it promiſes and ſecures. 


Take the Cup from the Miniſter, as 
from Chriſt, ſaying to you, 
' This in my Blood of the New! Teſta: 
ment, which is ſhed for thee, for the 
Remiſſion of thy Sins. 


O The depth of the Riches both of 
the Wiſdom and Knowledge of 
God! How unſearchable is his Good: 
nels, and his Love paſt finding out ? 
How haſt thou ſurpalled all humane 
Apprehenfions > What a matchlels 
Gilt is this, and unto what unworthy 
| Sinners? 


— 
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Sinners > Will God ſtoop ſo low to 
Man 2? come ſo near him ? and thus 
reconcile his provoking Enemy ? 
Will he freely pardon all I have done? 
and take me into his Family, and Love: 
and feed me with the Fleſh and Blood 
of his Son? Such a guilty Soul might 
have expected the deſtroying An- 
gel; that thou wouldeſt have charged 
upon me all my Sin and Folly. But 
while I condemned my ſelf, Thou 
haſt juſtified me, and given me the 
Seal of my Pardon, in the Blood of 
thy gracious Covenant; and ſur- 
prized me with the ſureſt Tokens and 
Pledges, the ſweeteſt Embracements 
e 
The unmerited, the diſtinguiſhing 
Goodneſs of the Great and Holy 
God of Heaven and Earth, in making 
me a reaſonable Creature, his Servant, 
his Son; in providing ſo plentifully 
for my Body, and my Soul; tempo- 
ral and ſpiritual Bread to eat, and Ray- 
ment to put on! in giving mean Heart 
in any meaſure to diſcharge my Duty 
unto thee, whilſt others are neglect- 


ing 
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ing thee, or expreſling their Enmity a- 
gainſt e. Innumerable are thy Crea- 
tures, that cannot take notice of thy 
Benefits: yea, how great a part of 
Mankiad, made at firſt after thine 
image, live and die in Darkneſs, and 
periſh for want of Viſion ? That can- 
not or will not enjoy theſe happy 
Opportunities ? are unavoidably kept 
from them, or wilfully, ſinfully ſepa- 
rate and exclude themſelves: How 
few of thoſe that draw near to thee, 
ſincerely wait upon thee, faithfully 
ſerve thee, are graciouſly accepted by 
_ thee? With what an unvaluable Price 
haſt thou redeemed a worthleſs Sin- 
ner, that deſerved thy eternal Ven- 
geance 2 With how precious a Feaſt 
entertaineſt thou me, that deſerve to 
be caſt out with the Workers of Ini- 
quity into the ever-flaming Pit; in 
that J have been fo careleſs of ſerving 
thee, ſo wilfully offended thee, fo 
_ often preferred things diſpleaſing unto 
thee, before thee ; and provoked thee 
to call back thy Goodneſs and Mercy 
from me: 1 
How 
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OW dearly haſt thou chaſed 
my Love? how ſtrangely haſt 
thou deſerved, and ſought it? Oh, 
what ſhall I ay unto thee ? or do, or 
ſuffer for thee? which way ſhall T 
expreſs my Gratitude towards thee 2 
Oh, what an Addition an anſwerable 
Heart would be to thy Love, and 
Mercy, and Invitation? Make, O make 
ſuch deep and laſting Impreſſions upon 
my Soul, of thy Care, and Kindnels, 
and Condeſcenſion towards me, that 
I may always affectionately remember 
thee, faithfully ſerve thee, never 
offend thee, eternally enjoy thee. 
That I could love thee as much 
as! ſhould, as 1 would, as I ſhall. 
love thee, when 1 ſhall do nothing 
elle but praiſe thee, and ſerve thee, 
and love thee, without ever offend- 
ing thee, or doubting of thy Love 
unto me. In the mean time, O that 
it may be the delight of my Soul to 
think of thee, and thy loving kind- 
neſs; to reverence and worſhip thee, 
to pray unto thee, and praiſe thee, to 
Wait upon thee in thine Ordinances 
2 1 at 
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at thy Table, to be ordered and guided 
by thee. 7 


Offer up unto thee my Soul and 
1 Body, all l am and have, to be rulcd 
and diſpoſed of by thee. O that I may 
be full of Zeal to follow thee, and re- 


joice in being loved of thee, and hum- 


bly confide in thee, and abſolute 
reſign my ſelf unto thee, and be filled 
with conſtant Devotion towards thee, - 
and earneſt breathings after thee. 
Father of everlaſting Compaſ- 
—ſion, forſake not in this Wilder- 
neſs a feeble Iſraelite, whom thou haſt 
brought thus far out of Egypt : and 
let not the Soul thou haſt bleſſed with 
{ome Deſires, and helped thus far with 
ſome Tendency towards eternal Hap- 
pineſs, ever faint or fall from the right 
way. Let not mine Infirmities deprive 

me of the benefit and comfort of ths 
Ordinance ; of the happy Effects of 
my Redeemer's Paſſion, Pardon and 
Peace, Grace and Relief, Courage and 
Strength, Support and Protection in 
the whole courie of my Life,and eternal 
Happineſs in hat which is to come. 

= O Son 
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Son of God, and Liſe of thoſe 
that believe; quench not, but 
cheriſh and inflame the ſmoaking Flax; 
break not, but ſupport and ſtrengthen 
the bruiſed Reed. Feed with thy Di- 
vine Influences this tender Branch, 
this weak Member of thine, which 
without thee cannot but wither, can- 
not but die, cannot but periſh. Deſpiſe 
not the ſlender beginnings of Grace 
in me, but carry it on with thy Power, 
until thou haſt made me meet for the 
Inheritance of the Saints in Life. 
O Bleſſed Spirit of all Grace, cleanſe 
me from all my Sins; keep, and 
ſet forward in me (notwithſtanding 
all my Infirmities) thine own Work, 
and carry it on unto Perfection. Seal 
up unto me the Covenant of Pardon, 
which is ſealed and delivered to me in 
this Ordinance. | 
ILL our Hearts (moſt gracious 
God) with Love and Kindneſs 
towards one another ; Let there be no 
Strife er Difference between us, or 
any of thy People, for we are Bretbren. 
Supply all the Neceſſities of our —_ 
my dl 
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and Bodies : provide for us, as thou 
knoweſt beſt for us. Let us be ſtill 
fully fatisfied, and delighted, under 
all thy Diſpenſations towards us; 
and let all be in Love and Mercy unto 
us. Mortifie all our inordinate Af- 
ſections and Deſires : Draw thine 
Image more and more lively upon our 
Souls. Let our chiefeſt Pleaſure con- 
ſiſt in ſerving and pleaſing of thee. 

Let nothing diſturb or diſpleaſe us, 
but thy Diſhonour. | 
Send thy Goſpel where it 1s not 
preached ; continue it, and make it 
very ſucceſsful where it is: Let all 
who enjoy it, walk worthy of it, and 
let them be taken care of, preſerved 
and defended by thee. Be 
Forgive unto us, whatever thou 
haſt ſeen amiſs in us: what is ours, 
graciouſly pardon ; what 1s thine own, 
graciouſly accept. Bleſs This Ordi- 
nance thou haſt ordained for thy 
Church; accompany it with the In- 
fluences of that Spirit which thou 
haſt promiſed to pour upon all Fleſh ; 
that chereby the World, thy Church, 
our 
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our Souls and Bodies may glorific 


thee now and ever, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt. Amen. 


3 


A Thank iving and er at 
Home, givin the Sacrament. 


' Adore and magnifie thee (moſt 

gracious God, "and mercitul Fa- 
ther) for what thou art in thy ſelf, 
and unto all thy Creatures; for thy 
infinite Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs, 
and for any Diſcoveries of the ſame, 
in and by thy Word and Works ; that 
thou haſt ſo wonderſully mage, ſo 
plentifully provided for every Creature, 
eſpecially Man, their Lord, thy Image 
and Glory. But how can we fuffi- 
ciently admire thy inexpreſſible Con- 
deſcenſion and Love, in taking notice 
of as (except to puniſh 45) in becom- 
ing ſo nigh unto «s, when we lay in 
our Blood, and had made our ſelves 
worſe than the Beaſts that perith ? and 
doit thou open thine Eye upon ſuch 


an one? and bringeſt me into Fellow- 


ſhip 


ſhip with thee 2 Is it pleaſing to thee) 
to look upon abominable, filthy Man? 
or gain unto thee, to ſerve me ? to 


E give thy ſelf to, and for me ? to 


purchaſe ſuch a clod of Earth and 
Sin, with thy own Blood 2 Oh, when 
I coniider the Rock whence I was 
hewen, and that on which thou haſt 
ſet me; from what I was fallen, and 
to what thou haſt exalted me; where 
I had been, and where I ſhall be; I 
am amazed at thy Love, I am con- 
founded at my Ingratitude ! What 
ſhall 1 return unto hee (who hum- 
bleſt thy ſelf to behold the things 


that are in Heaven and Farth) for 


the innumerable Inſtances of thy pe- 
culiar Care, and ſpecial Love; for 
chuſing me out of the World, that l 
might not be condemned with zt ; for 
making a Child of Wrath, the Object 
of thy Love; for opening to me a door 
f Mercy, whilſt 1 was ſhutting it a- 
gainſt my ſelf; thinking towards me 
Thoughts of Peace, whilſt mine were 
only evil, and enmity againſt thee; 
for ſo many occaſions and opportunt- 

ties 
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ties of praiſing thee, and that I have 


not ſinned away all, into an Incapa- 
city of praiſing thee; for ſtriking a 


| Conjugal Covenant with me, whoſe 


Perſon is Uglineſs and Deformity, 
whoſe Parentage Baſe and Deſpicable, 
whoſe Portion nothing but Diſeaſes 


and Miſery ; for feeding me this day 
with thy Word and Sacrament, with 
thy own Flefh and Blood; who 


might'ſt long ago have ſhook off the 
hand of thy Providence ſuch a Viper 
as | am into Fire unquenchable, and 
made me there ſadly experience what 
it is to abuſe Grace by the loſs of 
Glory , for any Heart, Endeavours, 
or Aſliſtance, any ſigns of thy Ac- 


ceptance, any livelineſs of Affection 


in commemorating the all-ſufficient Sa- 
crifice of my ever-prevailing Media- 
tour, inſtead of being made a Sacrifice 


to thy Juſtice for ever and ever: that 


I have been pledging thee in a Cup 
of Love, while others drink the Dregs 
of thy Diſpleaſure; in any meaſure 
diſcharging my Duty, whilſt others 
are ſuffering the inſupportable Puniſh- 

ment 
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ment of their Neglects: that thou haſt 
aſſured me of Forgiveneſs, and all 
other Benefits purchaſed by thy Paſ- 
ſion, while fo many Millions are feal- 
ed up under Wrath, in the Priſon of 
thy Fury; Not unto me (O Lord) 
not unto me, but unto thy Name be 
the Praiſe. O my God, to theſe and 
all thy Mercies, deny not this, a 
thanktul Heart for all thy Mercies, 
and Grace to make them Incentives - 
to more cheerful and ſincere Obedi- 

_ ence. . Mind me always of, and enable 
me faithfully to perform the Yows 

and Promiſes now upon me ; confirm 
and ſtrengthem them, that they may 
ſtand as faſt as thy everlaſting Cove- 
nant. Let me not falſiſie with thee,nor 
depart from thee, or defile that place | 
thou haſt choſen for thy Temple; but 

dedicate it wholly to thee. Let the 
Fruit of the Ordinance be found to the 
praiſe of thy Grace, the Support and 
Encouragement, Comfort and Ad- 
vantage of my own Soul. Let me al- 
ways remember thee, and my Duty 
unto thee: let nothing 2 me 
15 | rom 
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from the Love of thee ; let me rather 
die, than deny or diſhonour thee. 
Make me ſenſible how much my Sa- 
viour loved me, by his ardent deſire 
to be an Offering for me, and remem- 
bred by me. Let me not ſpare my dar- 
ling Sins for thy ſake, who ſpared'ſt 
not thy Beloved Son for mine. Let me 


always look upon that with Horrour 


and Hatred, which procured to him 
ſo much Ignominy and Torment. 
Let not thoſe Luſts pleaſe and delight 
my Fancy, which were Nails and 
Thorns in his Hands and Side. Seeing 

I now profeſs to abide in him, enable 
me to walk even as he walked, in Low- 
lineſs and Humility, Meekneſs and 


Patience, Contempt of the World, 


Heavenlineſs, and Zeal for thy Glory, 
Temperance and Moderation, Ten- 


derneſs and Compaſſion, Love and 


Charity, Innocency and Uletulnels, 


Obedience, Reſignation and Submiſ- 


ſion to thee. Meaſure not my Services 


by the exactneſs of my Performances, 


but Sincerity of my Deſires. Charge 
not upon me my Unpreparedneſs fs 
8 
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Unaffectedneis, Wandrings, Unbelief, 
at that ſolemn Ordinance, this Day's 
Iniquity of my holy things, but pn 


our Great High. Prieſt, who offered uß 
himſelf to bear our Sins. 


And, O that we Who have now _ 
been celebrating his Love and Paſſion, 
may with all thy. People love one 
another as he hath /oved us ; have 

Strength to reſiſt, and overcome; 
Conſtancy to ſuffer, and perſevere ; 
may breath earneſtly after thee, be 
pardoned and accepted, ſupplied, 
owned, bleſſed by thee, keep cloſe 
unto thee, and reign with thee to all 


Eternity, through our Ever-bleſſed 
Redeemer, who was delivered for our 


Offences, and raiſed again for our 
Juſtification; in whoſe Holy Name 
and Words, I further * unto thee, | 
laying, 


"Our Father, &c. 
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